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Sizer, 1; 


HO’ Death, at fome Time or other, 

i is the neceffary and unavoidable 

—. Portion of Human Nature in its 
prefent Condition, yet it is not always cer- 
tain, that Perfons taken for.dead are really 
and irretrievably. deprived of Life; fince it 
is evident from Experience, that many 
apparently dead, have afterwards proved 
themfelves alive by rifing from their Shrowds, 
their Coffins, and even from their Graves : 
It is equally certain, that fome Perfons, too 
foon interred after their fuppofed Deceafe, 
have in their Graves fallen Victims to a 
Death which might otherwife have been 


_ prevented, but which they then find more 


cruel than that procured by the Rope or 
the Rack. Inconteftable Facts evince, that . 
VET B Íome 
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fome Subjects, too rafhly laid open, have 
upon feeling the Smart of the diffecting In- 
ftruments, by their mournful Shrieks and 
Cries, difcovered their too certain Marks 
of Life, and by that lamentable Circum- 
{tance expofed the unwary Operator to eter- 
nal Infamy, and the implacable Indignation 
of the furviving Friends. 

» (1.) Some may poffibly look upon fuch 


. Relations as fabulous and chimerical, and 


imaginé it a Piece of Credulity below the 
Dignity of human Reafon to believe, that 
Tobanues Duns Scotus bit his own Hands in 
his Grave, or that the Emperor Zeno exer- 
cifed the like Piece of diftraéted Cruelty on 
himfelf after reiterated Groans, diftinétly 
heard by thofe who watched him. But tho’ 
we fhould grant, that Narratives of Acci- 
dents which happened fo long ago, are 
purely fpurious, yet furely we muft yield a 
ready Affent to the Teftimonies of Perfons, 
whofe Candour and Veracity we have no 
Reafon to fufpect ;; who only fpeak of things 
they have feen, and fome of whom are not 
only full alive, but alfo capable of giving 
diftinét Accounts of what has happened be- 
fore their own Eyes. 

Thus the learned Lancif, firft Phyfician 
to Pope Clement XI. in his Treatife De 
Morte Subit, Lib. I. Cap. xv. N. 2. fpeaks 
in the following Manner: ** Hiftories and 
** Relations are not the only Proofs which 

** convince 
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convince me, that many Perfons, fuppo- 
fed to be dead, have fhewn themfelves 
alive, even when they were ready to be 
buried, fince I am induced to fuch a Be- 
lief from what I myfelf have feen ; for I 
faw a Perfon of Diftinction, now alive, 
recover Senfation and Motion, when the 
Prieft was performing the funeral Service 
over him in the Church: A Circum- 
ftance which ftruck the By-ftanders with 


a Degree of Terror fuperior to their 


Surprize." Peter Zacchias, a celebrated 


“Phyfcian of Rome, in his 9, Med. Leg. 
T. 


G6. 


iti, Conf. 70. -N.:2. informs us, that, 
In the Hofpital which takes its Name 
from the Holy Ghoit, a young Man be- 


ing feized with the Plague, by the Vio- 


‘lence of the Difeafe fell into fo perfect a 
Syncope, that he was accounted dead, 
and confequently had his Body laid 
among thofe, who having died of the 
fame Diforder, were to be interred with 
the utmoft Expedition ; but in the Boat 
in which thefe Carcaffes were carried over 
the Zyber to the deftined Place of Inter- 
ment, the young Man difcovered fome 


‘ Signs of Life, and was for that Reafon 


conveyed back to the Hofpital, where he 
perfectly recovered Life; but two Days 
after falling into a like Syncope, he was 
judged irreparably dead, fo that his Body 
was without any farther Hefitation laid — 
B2 ‘ among 
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** among thofe deftined for the Grave; 
** notwithftanding which, he once more re- 
** turned to Life, and having particular 
4f Care taken of him, was by the Ufe of 
. “© proper Remedies fo perfectly cured of 


** his Difeafe, that he is now alive. To 


which the Author adds: ** I know that in 
** Rome, during this Plague, feveral Per- 
** fons were buried for dead, tho" they were 
** really alive."* Eg | 

Philip Peu, a fuccefsful Surgeon and 
Man-Midwife in Paris, with a Degree of 
Candour no lefs uncommon than laudable, 
in his Prax. Obffetr. II. C. i1. $ 2. relates 
an unlucky Accident which happened in’ his 
own Hands; for being warmly folicited to 
perform the Cefarian Section on a pregnant 
Woman, whom he thought perfectly dead, 
becaufe he perceived no Pulfation in the 
Sides of the Breaft, and becaufe a Mirror 
applied to her Mouth was not tarnifhed by 
her Breath, he did not hefitate to begin the 
Operation ; but he had hardly plunged the 
Point of his Inftrument into the Integu- 
ments, when the Trepidation or Trembling 
of the Patient’s Body, the Grinding of her 
Teeth, and the Motion of her Legs, con- 
vinced him, tho’ too late, of his Rafhnefs. 
‘This Blunder filled his Mind with fuch Ter- 
ror, that he bound himfelf by an. Oath, 
never for the future to attempt the fame 
Operation, till he was thoroughly ane 

wit 
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with refpect to the Death of the pregnant 
Woman. The like Misfortune is faid to 
have lately happened to a Surgeon ordered. 
to lay open the Body of a certain Man of 
Quality before twenty four Hours, after his - 
fuppofed Death, were expired. And it is 
fufficiently known to what Hardfhips and 
Inconveniencies the like Accident expofed 
Vefalius, (2.) the greateft Anatomift of the 
Age in which he lived. But if thefe well- 
vouched Hiftoriés, confecrated to: Immor- 
tality, and faithfully handed down to lateft 
Generations in the juftly celebrated Produc- 
tions of their refpective Authors,. fhould be 
difregarded, we can produce living Wit- 
nefles to atteít Facts of the fame Nature: 
But omitting many of this Kind, we fhall 
only mention thofe to whofe Vouchers the 
. Curious or Incredulous may fill have Re- 
courfe for Satisfaction. 

The firft Evidence we fhall then produce 
is Father Le Clerc, formerly Principal of the 
College of Lewis the Great, and a Man 
univerfally efteemed for Probity and Can- 
‘dour: This Gentleman will inform any 
Perfon, who has a Mind to apply to him, 
that the Sifter of his Father’s firft Wife 
being interred with a Ring on her Finger in. 
the publick Church-Yard of Orleans, next 
. Night a Domeftick, induced by the Hopes 

of Gain, uncovered and opened the Coffin, 
but finding that he could not pull the Ring 


? 
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off the Finger, began to cut the latter ; 
the violent Agitation produced in the 
Nerves by the Wound, rouzed the Wo- 
man, whofe hideous Shrieks, extorted by 
the Pain, not only ftruck Terror into the 
facrilegious Robber, but alfo put him to 
Flight without his intended Booty; the 
“Woman in the mean time difengaged her- 
{elf, as well as poffible, from her Shroud, 
returned home, and lived with her Hufband 
ten Years, during which Time fhe furnifhed 
him with an Heir and Reprefentative of his 
Family. | 

Mr. Fofeph Marefchal, Chaplain of the 
Metropolitan Church of Paris, Prior of St. 
Fobn’s de la Motte au Mans, and a Man 
whofe Probity and Attachment to Truth 
are genuine Ornaments to the facred Cha- 


. racter he bears, attefts, that about the Year 


1714, When paffing through the Street of 
Jean Robert, he faw a Woman wrapt up in 
a Woollen Covering, and fitting in an Arm- 
Chair at the Door of an Houfe, hard by the 
Coffin in which fhe had been conveyed thi- 
ther, and from which fhe had been but juft. 
before releafed. The fame Gentleman de- 
clares, that in the Year 1722 or 1723, he 
" faw certain Perfons meet the publick Bear- 
ers, who were coming into the Street called 
Champ Fleury, in order to convey a Corpfe. 
to the Place of Interment, and heard the for- 
mer tell the latter, that they might return, 


fnce - 
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fince the Perfon whom they believed to be 

dead, was alive, and but lately releafed from 
his Coffin. 

Mr. Benard, a fkilful Surgeon of Paris, 
certifies. that in the Parifh of Rzo/ he him- 
felf, when a young Man, together with his. 
Father and feveral other By-ftanders, faw a 
Monk of the Order of St. Francis, who 
had been buried three or four Days, taken 
from his Grave, breathing and alive, with 
his Arms lacerated near the Swathes em- 
ployed in fecuring them ; but he died im- 
mediately after his too late Releafement (3.) 
This Gentleman allo afferts, that a faithful 

. Narrative of fo memorable an Accident was 
drawn up by publick Authority, and that 
the raifing of the Body was occafioned by 
a Letter wrote from one of the Monk’s 
Friends, in which it was affirmed, that he 
was fubjeét to Paroxyíms of the Catalepfy. | 
. Mrs. Landry, a Gentlewoman of uncon- 
tefted Veracity, and Widow of a late fkilful 
Engraver of the fame Name, certifies, that 

her Father was for fome Hours laid out as 
dead, and that by conveying fome Salt- 
‘Water into his Mouth, at the Inftigation of 

. à Gentlewoman who. was his Friend, and 
refolutely affirmed that he was not dead, he 

. recovered, and was not only cured of that 
Indifpofition, but alío lived a long Time 
after it, | | | 


A. B 4- ii: The 
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The Facts already related feem fufficient 
to confirm the Words of the, celebrated 
Lancifi, when he tells us, ** That in the 
** Time of the Plague Things are tranf- - 
** acted with fuch Diforder and Precipita- 
‘ tion, that little Care is taken to diftin- 
** guifh thofe who are really dead, from 
** fuch as only appear to be deprived of 
** Life." May we not therefore juftly fuf- 
pect, or rather, have we not good Reafon 
to believe, that the like unlucky Accidents 
happen during the Times of violent epide- 
mical Diforders, in which vaft Numbers of 
Perfons, who have been too foon interr'd, 
probably call aloud from their Graves for a 
due Vengeance on thofe, who have barba- 
roufly expofed. them to a violent Death, 
which a little Patience might have prevented. 
The fame Horror, Murder, and Deftruéti- 
on, no doubt, attend the precipitate and tu- 
multuous Interments after Battles and Sieges ; 
where Perfons only half-dead, or poffeffed 
of perfe& Life, are promifcuoufly- thrown 
into Ditches w&h fuch as are really and irre- 
trievably dead. 


SE CT. II. 


HE elegant and judicious Ce/fus, in 

Lib. II. Cap. v. informs us, that the 

juftly celebrated Philofopher Democritus was 
of Opinion, that the Signs of Death were 


not . 
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not fufficiently certain (4). In Apoplexies, 
in Syncopes, and in Suffocations, whether 
true, fuch as thofe of Perfons hanged, 


. ftrangled, drowned, fhut up in too confined 


Places, or fuddenly cut off by pernicious 
Vapours and Exhalations; or of the fpu- 
rious Kind, fuch as thofe of hyfteric Wo- 
men,, hypocondriac Patients, and. Perfons . 
racked by violent Paffions of the Mind, or 
feized with Diforders of an analogous Na- 
ture, we are often deceived with refpect to: 
the Signs of Death: But this Misfortune is. 
lefs owing to the Imperfection of Medicine, 
than to the Ignorance or. Negligence of 
Phyficians, and the Careleffnefs,. Poverty, 
or perhaps fometimes the wicked Difpofi-. 
tion of thofe who have the Care and Ma- 
nagement of the Sick. The Rednefs of 
the Face, the Heat of. the Body,, and the 
Softnefs of the flexible Parts,. are precarious 
and uncertain Marks of a remaining Prin- 
ciple of Life; and on the contrary, the 
Palenefs of the Complexion, the Coldnefs 
_ of the Body, the Rigidity of the Extremi- 
ties, and the Abolition of the external Senfes, 
are very dubious. and fallacious Signs of a 
certain Death. The Pulfation of. the. Ar- 


teries and Refpiration are infallible Signs of, — 


Life, becaufe without the two firft the laft 
cannot fubfift: But-we are by no Means to 

imagine, that thefe two Motions are totally 
. extinguifhed, when they become invifible to 
. B. 5 the. 
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the Eye, or imperceptible to the Touch. If 
we continue to inveftigate thefe Motions for 
fome Time, we may perhaps difcover the 
Pulfe, which was imperceptible in the Wrift 
when ftraight or reclined, by gently bending 
it forward; fince in the laft Situation the re- 
laxed Artery affords a free Paffage to the 
Blood, tho’ conveyed to it with a very in- 
confiderable Force ; whereas the Tenfion of 
the Artery in the two firft Situations entirely 
{tops the progreflive Motion of the vital 
Fluid. If we do not perceive the Pulfation 
of the deep-feated Artery near the Bafe of 
the Radius *, we may perhaps difcover it 
between the Thumb and the adjacent Bone 
of the Mefacarpus T ; but we are to guard 


againft a too ftrong Compreffion of the lan- 


suid Artery in this Part, left we fhould by 
that Circumftance occafion a Defect of the 
Pulfe ; nor are we inadvertently to take the 


Pulfation of the arterial Extremities in the 


Points 


* The Radius is one of the two Bones of the 

Fore-Arm, which in the moft ordinary Situation 
of that Part conftitutes its fuperior Portion ; it in 
a particular Manner poffeffes that Place, when the 
Pulfe is felt. 
+ The AMetacarpus is an Affemblage of various 
Bones, which compofe the Palm of the Hand. 
Under the Skin, between the Thumb and that 
Bone of the Metacarpus which fuftains the Fore- 
Finger, is lodged an arterial Ramification fo con- 
fiderable, that its Pulfation is not only perceptibie 
to the Touch, but alfo vifible to the Eye. 
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Points of the Fingers, for that of the Artery 
we feel, fince by fuch a Miftake we may be 
induced to believe the Perfon alive, after he 
is really dead (5). But tho’ all thefe Scru- 
tinies fhould prove unfatisfactory, we are 
not for that Reaíon to be totally difcouraged. 
From the Pulfe of the Arm we mult pro- 
ceed to that of the Temples, and if this 
fhould efcape us, we muft have Recourfe 
to the Carotid Arteries, Veffels not only of 
larger Diameters than the others, but alfo 
more directly expofed to the Action of the 
Blood propelled from the Heart: But thefe 
Arteries muft not, like the others, be gently 
felt, fince before we can obtain due Satis- 
faction, we muft plunge the Fingers pretty 
deep, under the pofterior Margin of one of. 
the Mufcles called the Sterno-Ma/ftoidei *. 
A fkilful Hand can eafily trace the Crural - 
Arteries, near the Groins, in order to dif- 
cover the State of the Circulation.. Befides 
thefe different Scrutinies we may alfo find 
Signs of Life in the Parts adjacent to the 
Heart s. 
* The Mufcles called Sterno-MJaficidai ate two 
Mufcles, whofe inferior Parts adhere to the Ster-- 
num, a longitudinal Bone, dividing the Fore Part 
of the Thorax into two equal Parts ; but the fu- 
perior Parts of the Mufcles are fixed to an Emi- 
nence of one of the Bones, which conftitute the: 
Bate of the Cranium, and this Eminence may be 
felt under the pofterior Part of the Ear: Thefe: 
are two of the Mufcles which ferve to turn the- 
Head on the Neck, 
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Heart ; for this Purpofe the Body mutt not 
be laid on its Back, but almoft entirely on 
One or other of the Sides; for when the 
Body is laid on its Back, every one muft be 
fenfible, that the Heart, as it were, fubfides 
towards the Spine, and is fo removed from 
the Præcordia, that its Apex acts very 
gently, and fometimes not at all on them. 
Tho’ the Apex of the Heart is generally 
directed to the Left Side, yet there have 
been Perfons in whom its Pulfation was per- 
ceptible in the Right; and upon laying open 
fuch Subjeéts after Death, an entirely pre- 
ternatural Difpofition has been found, not 
only with refpect co the Situation of the 
Heart, but alfo of all the Thoracic and Ab- 
dominal Vifcera ; and perhaps this preter- 
natural and uncommon Difpofition of the 
Parts has fometimes mifguided Phyficians in 
treating Diforders of the Liver, of the Spleen, 
of the Colon, and efpecially of the Cæcum 
or Head of the Colon. Whatever Care and 
Circumfpection we ufe in making the Scru- 
tinies hitherto fpecified, yet the Pulfation of 
the Heart and Arteries is fometimes fo in- 
fenfible (6), that we are very fubject to be 
deceived, and believe the Perfon dead, who 
has few Signs of Life, if we do not fatisfy 
ourfelves with refpect to his State and Con- 
dition by other Signs. Refpiration affords 
Marks no lefs precarious than thofe of the 
Pulfe ; fince it is fometimes fo languid, and 

as 


NUR 
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| as it were over-powered, that neither the 
Eye nor the Hand can difcover the flighteft 
Motion of the Breaft ; for as very faint Vi- 
brations of the Heart and Arteries, toge- 
ther with the free, tho’ infenfible Entry of 
the external Air into all the Ramifications 
of the Bronchia, are fufficient to. prolong 
Life for fome Time, even tho' there be no 
fenfible Motion or Pulfation of the exterior 
Arteries ; fo there is almoft nothing requi- 
fite to fupply the Place of a manifeft and 
fenfible Refpiration, but the elaftic Force 
of the Bronchia and Pulmonary Veficles af- 
fifted by flight Ofcillations of the Heart and 
Pulmonary Artery (7). But tho’ we are 
furnifhed with no more certain and infallible 
Methods, than thofe already fpecified, of 
acquiring a fatisfactory Knowledge of the 
State of the Organs fubfervient to the Cir- 
culation of the Blood, yet this Misfortune 
does not fupercede or cancel our Obligation 
to examine the Refpiration, and the In- 
ftruments of Motion and Senfation ; fince by 
fuch a Neglect we may poflibly pronounce 
the Perfon dead, who is alive, and by fuch 
a fatal Blunder deprive him at once -of a 
prefent Recovery and fubfequent Life. 


SE CT. III. 


IFFERENT Authors have propo- 
fed different Methods of diftinguifh- 


ing 
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ing fuch as are really dead, from thofe 
whofe Death is ftill uncertain. Thus, in 
order to render a languid and over powered 
Refpiration fenfible, fome, with a fteady 
Hand, apply the Flame of a Wax-Candle 
to the Mouth and Noftrils, imagining that 
the tremulous Motion of the Flame from 
one Side to another, when not produced by 
fome other Caufe, is a Proof that Life is 
not as yet deftroyed; whereas they form 
the contrary Judgment, when the Direction 
and Situation of the Flame are continually 
the fame. Others pretend to aícertain the 
Reality of Life or Death by applying to. 
the Mouth or Noftrils a little fine Wool or 
Cotton. Butthefe Methods are as fallacious 
as they are common ; fince Perfons not on-- 
ly alive, but alfo bleffed with perfect Health, 
may by checking their Refpiration, fruftrate 
the Ends of fuch precarious Scrutinies : Of 
this any one may be convinced, by making 
the Experiment on himfelf. Some foolifhly 
imagine, that when a Mirrour applied to the 
Mouth and Noftrils is tarnifhed, it affords a 
Proof of a ftill fubfifting Refpiration ; but 
this Method is attended with no fmaller De- 
gree of Uncertainty than the others ; fince 
. almoft fimilar Vapours are difcharged from 
the Mouth and Noftrils of a really dead 
Perfon, who is as yet warm. Others laying 
the Body on its Back in fuch a Manner, as 
to fecure it moft effectually from Motion, 

put 
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put a Glafs full of Water upon the Xpboide 
Apophyfis or Epipbyfis*, imagining, that 
when they perceive Motion in the Water, 
Life is not as yet ended ; whereas they take 
a perfect State of Reft in the Liquor to be a 
Proof of certain Death: But in order to 
sive this Method of Scrutiny all the Ad- 
vantage and Certainty of which it is fuf- 
ceptible, the Body ought not to be placed 
entirely on the Spine of the Back, but 
turned in fuch a Manner to one of the 
Sides, as that the Extremity of the Car- 
‘tilage of the ante-penult Rib may be ele- 
vated as much as poffible, and have the 
Veffel containing the Water placed upon 
it; fince it is much better difpofed to ren- 
der the flighteft Motion of the Breaft fen- 
fible, than the Xiphoid or Enfiform Carti- 
lage. But it is certain from Experience, | 
that a flow, gentle, and infenfible Motion - 
of the Diaphragm alone +, without the leaft 
Motion 

* It is before obferved, that the Sternum is a 
longitudinal Bone dividing the Breaft into two 
equal Parts; this Bone at its inferior Part, com- 
monly called the Pit of the Stomach, terminates 
in a kind of fharp or pointed Produétion, gene- 
rally called the Xiphoide or Enfform Cartilage, 
from the Refemblance it bears to the Point of a 
Sword or Dagger. The Terms “pophy/is or Epi- 


phyfis imply nearly the fame with the Word Ex- 
crefcence. 


+ The Diathragm is a mufcular Kind of Par- 
: tition, 
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Motion of the Ribs, is fometimes fufficient: 
in the Cafes we have fpecified,. to fupport 
and carry on Refpiration; and in fuch a. 
State it is abfolutely impoffible, that the 
Water fhould have any Motion communica-. 
ted toit: We are however carefully to guard 
againft taking the fermentative Motion of 
the Abdominal-Humours of a Corpfe, which. 
may poffibly be conveyed to the Water in 
the Veffel, for the genuine and real Motion 


of the Organs fubfervient to Refpirations 


neither: ought. we, after. a fruitlefs and un- 
fuccefsful Trial of. thefe Methods, to. ima-. 
gine that there is no Hope left,. and for 
that Reafon cruelly abandon, to an una- 
voidable Death, a Patient as. yet not dead, 
and who perhaps would not die at that 
. Junéture, if we fhould neglect. no Means 
of recalling him to Life ; for this Purpofe, 
we ought to irritate his Noftrils by ‘intro- 
ducing into them Sternutatories,. Errhines, 
Salts, ftimulating Liquors, Synapifins, the 
Juice of. Onions, Garlic, and Horfe-radifh, 
or the feather'd End of a Quill, or the 
Point of a Pencil: We muft alfo rub his 
Gums 


tition, feparating the "Thorax from the Abdomen, 
and which bending downwards in the latter, by 
.that Means not only augments the Capacity of 
© the former, but alfo contributes greatly to facili- 
tate the Entry of the Air into the Lungs: In 
fome Perfons the Dilatation of the Breaft, even in 
a natural State, depends entirely on the Diaphragm, 
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Gums frequently and ftrongly with the fame 

‘Subftances ; ftimulate his Organs of Touch 
with Whips and Nettles ; irritate his Inte- 
ftines by Means of Clyfters and Injections 
of Air or Smoke; agitate his Limbs by 
violent Extenfions and Inflexions ; and if 
poffible fhock his Ears by hideous Shrieks 
and exceflive Noifes; only we ought by 
no Means to conclude, that the Senfe of 
Hearing is totally loft, becaufe the Perfon. 
under Examination does not difcover him- 
felf to be poffeffed of it, by the flighteft 
. Motion of the Eye-lids, the Lips, the Fin- 


gers, or any other Parts of the Body ; fo po 


. as it is generally thought, that the Heart 
is the firft Part of the Body which moves, 
fo thofe who, after they are deprived of all 
the other Senfes, give diftinét Relations of 
every Thing they have heard during that 
Time, can atteft, that the Senfe of Hearing 
remains longer than any of the reft: The 
Truth of this is in a remarkable Manner 
confirmed’ by the Teftimony of a celebrated 
Prieft, who having affirmed, that it was 
unlawful to give Abfolution to a dying Per- 
fon, who by no Signs difcovered that he had 
the Senfe of Hearing, altered his harfh O- . 
pinion, after he himfelf had fallen into a - 
Deliquium fo violent, as to deprive him of 
all Motion, tho’ at the fame Time he di- 
ftinctly heard the whole Converfation of 
| i 04 thofe 
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thofe, who were prefent, when his Misfor- 
tune happened. 


Suter vay? 


X N order to difcover the Signs of Life 
or Death, it is in the laft Place necet- 
fary to call in the Aid of that Part of 
Medicine, whofe Effects, according to Ce/- 
fus, are moft fenfible and manifeit. The 
Chirurgical Meafures, then efteemed moft 
proper for thefe important Purpofes, are 
principally Wounds made either with prick- 
ing or cutting Inftruments, or by Means 
of Fire; thefe Dilacerations of the Parts 
. have fometimes recalled from - apparent 
Death to real Life, Perfons on whom 
milder Methods had no more Effects, than 
they would have produced on Stocks on 
Statues; for the minute Fibrils of the Ex- 
tremities of the Nerves, which principally 
conftitute the Organ of Touch, being vel- 
licated, divided, lacerated and ftript of the 
Epidermis which covers them, by the vio- 
lent Action of Fire, or of a cutting or 
pricking Inftrument, with inconceivable Ex- 
pedition, and in a Manner hitherto un- 
known, tranfmit a Senfe of the moft ex- 
quifite and lively Pain to the common Senfory 
or Seat of all the Senfations. For this 
Reafon, pricking the Palms of the Hands, 
or the Soles of the Feet, and fcarifying the 
| Scapulæ, 
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Scapule, Shoulders and Arms, are Me- 
thods which have often proved fuccefsful in 
determining with refpect to Deaths, before 
dubious and uncertain. From this we may 
eafily account for the. Succefs of the rafh 
Conduct of a certain Perfon, who, thrufting 
a long Needle pretty far under the Nail of 
an Apoplectic Woman’s Toe, who had no 
Signs of Life, by that feemingly cruel Ex- 
pedient quickly reftored her to herfelt. 
The Inítances already enumerated fuffici- 
ently evince, that fuch Incifions have fhewn 
the Perfons, on whom they were made, to 
be really alive after they were taken for ir- 
retrievably dead. But the Scrütinies made 
by Burnings are generally efteemed the moft _ 
efficacious. of all others, for deciding with 
refpect to Life or Death. Thus the cele- 
brated Lancifi, in Tr. de Mort. Subit. Lib. 
II. Cap. v. N. 11. informs us, that fome 
labouring People, who could not by the 
. moft ftrong and powerful Remedies, be 
rouzed from. profound Apoplexies, have 
been inftantly reftored to Life by applying, 
hot Irons to the. Soles of their Feet ; other 
Authors recommend the Crown of the Head, 
as the Place moft proper for an Operation 
of this Kind: But we may with the fame 
View, and with equal Succefs, apply Water 
when boiling, common Wax when melted, 
Spanifo Wax when burning, or even a Match 
"when lighted, to the Hands, to the Arms, 
or 
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or to the Skin of any other Part of the 
Body. Of the fame Nature we may alfo: 
reckon the violent Frictions of a certain 
Phyfician, mentioned in ÆEph. Nat. Cur. 
Die 1. an. 8. who perceiving, that the Limbs 
of a Man who was believed to be dead, were: 
ftill flexible and pliant, tho’ no Pulfe was 
felt, tho” the Immobility of the Cotton ap- 
plied to his Mouth, fhewed that his Refpi- 
ration was gone, and tho’ the moft acrid 
Clyfters were injected to no Purpofe, yet 
ordered the Soles of his Feet to:be ftrongly: 
and inceffantly rubbed with a coarfe Hair- 
cloth, immerfed in an highly faturated Brine; _ 
by which Means he recalled his Patient to: 
Life in three Quarters of an Hour. How- 
ever efficacious thefe Methods of determin- 
ing, with refpect to Life or Death, may ap- 
pear, it is neverthelefs certain, that they are: 
fometimes infufficient and fallacious: For 
Confirmation of this I fhall, without collect-- 
ing other Inftances, appeal to a. memorable: 
Hiftory communicated to the Royal Aca- 
demy of Sciences, in which we have the 
furprizing Account of a certain Soldier, who 
had no Senfe of Pain created by the Appli- 
cation of a red hot Iron to the Parts of his 
Body, tho' all the Organs of voluntary 
Motion were in a good Condition. 


Sect: 
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SECT, V. 


1^ any fhould afk, why fo many Scruti- 
4 nies? or why fo fond of Incifions, 
Punctures, and Burnings? I anfwer, The 
Fate of others firikes Terror into myfelf * : 
Twice the Phyfician condemned me to the 
Grave; firft in my Infancy, and then in 
my Youth. Befides, the celebrated Zacchias, 
in Qu. Med. Leg. Tit. 1. q. 9. n. 54. juftly 
obferves, ** That no one ought either to 
*¢ blame or ridicule the moft prudent Phy- 
** ficians for trying all the Methods they 
‘ poffibly can, on thofe who are either 
* really dead, or believed to be fo, in 
* order to difcover whether they have fill 
** any remaining Principle of Life. Lan- 
cif allo, in Tr. de Mort. Subit. L. I. Cap. 


16 


* Mr. Winflow here alludes to a Paffage of one 
of the Fables of Hy o: relating to a fick Lion, 
who in his Diftrefs received a Vifit from a Fox ; 
but the Fox, without approaching the Lion, 
thought proper to teftify his Concern and Sorrow 
at a Diftance: Upon this, the Lion asked the 
. Reafon of fuch a Piece of Condu&, and the Fox 
as readily fatisfied him by the following Anfwer; 
The Example of others makes me afraid; for I fee 
the Footfieps of tbofe who have entered into your Den ; 
but I can difcover no Marks of their ever having re- 
turned. This Allufion is juft and beautiful ; fince 
for one Perfon preferved after Interment, many 
have in all Probability died in thefr Graves. 


E e^ 
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15. to the fame Purpofe, quotes the fol- 
lowing Expoftulation of the incomparable 
Quintilian y For what Purpofe do ye ima- 
* gine that long delayed Interments were 
‘€ invented ? Or on what Account is it that 
* the mournful Pomp of funeral Solemni- 
* ties is always interrupted by forrowful 
‘ Groans and piercing Cries? Why, for 
** no other Reafon, but becaufe we have 
* feen Perfons return to Life, after they 
‘ were about to be laid in the Grave as 
‘“ dead. For this Reafon, adds Laycif, 
‘ the Legiflature has wifely and prudently 
** prohibited the immediate, or even too 
** fpeedy Interment of all dead Perfons ; 
** and efpecially of fuch as have the Misfor- 
‘ tune to be cut off by a fudden Death.” 
The fame Author alfo in the fubfequent 
Chapter earneftly intreats, not only Phyfi- 
cians, but likewife all benevolent and well- 
difpofed Perfons, who may have an Oppor- 
tunity to try thefe and.all other poffible Me- 
thods of recalling the Dead to Life. And in 
Lib. II. Cap. 5. he warmly exhorts Phyfi- 
cians to be diligent and induftrious in find- 
ing out new Meafures, if not for a perfect 
Recovery of the Dead, yet at leaft for re- 
gaining a happy, tho’ perhaps a fhort Por- 


tion of Time, in which they may be duly © 
touched with a Senfe of their Sins, and re- . | 


commend themfelves to that Being, who is 
alone able to pardon them (8). 
The 
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The celebrated Riolanus, formerly an Or- 
nament to the Faculty of Medicine in Pz- 
ris, has long ago furnifhed us with a fimilar 
Inftance of chirurgical Compaffion ; fince 
when, fpeaking of the Bodies of hanged 
Perfons, by public Authority deftined to 
Diffe&ion, he tells us; ** That fo long as 
* the Body is warm, and the Perfon but 
* lately executed, we are not to diffect 
€ him; fince, if there is ftill any Protpect 
** of recalling him to Life, we are equally 
* bound by the Principles of Humanity 
** and Charity to do all we ean for that Pur- 
** pofe, in order to procure him, if poffi- 
** ble, a favourable Opportunity of Repen- 
** tance," But as we have not, efpecially 
in the Cafes hitherto fpecified, any abfolutely. 
certain Signs of Death, except the livid 
Spots which appear on the Skin, and the 
 cadaverous Scent of the Subject, which is 
widely different from all other Smells, even 
that arifing from the Excrements, or the 
fill more difagreeable Odour peculiar to 
certain malignant Ulcers ; the fafeft Way is 
to let the fuppofed dead Perfon remain in 
Bed, covered with Clothes, and his Head 
fupported with a Bolfter and Pillow, as if 
he was alive, and not to put him in his 
Shrowd and Coffin, till two or even three 
Days after, when his whole Body is become 
fpontaneoufly cold under the Bed-clothes, 
and all his Limbs are rendered rigid and in- 
flexible. .— qerilit, 
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Terilli, a celebrated Phyfician of Venice, 


in 7r. de Caufis Mort. repentin. Sect. vi. 
Cap. 2. gives us the following memorable 
and important Advice ;~‘* Since, fays he, 
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the Body is fometimes fo depriv'd of 
every vital Function, and the Principle 


of Life reduc’d fo low, that it cannot be - 


diftinguifhed from Death, the Laws both 
of natural Compaffion and reveal'd Reli- 
gion oblige us to wait a fufficient Time 
for Life's manifefting itfelf by the ufual 
Signs, provided it fhould not be as yet 
totally extinguifhed ; and if we fhould 


acta contrary Part, we may poffibly be- 


come Murderers, by confining to the 
gloomy Regions of the Dead, thofe who 
are actually alive. Now the Time, by 
the Generality of Authors, allotted as fuf- 
ficient for this Purpofe, comprehends 


three natural Days, which amount to — 


about feventy-two Hours; and if during 


| 


this Interval no Marks of Life fhould | 


appear, but.on the contrary the Body 


fhould diffufe a fetid and cadaverous - 


Smell, we may reft fatisfied with the 
Certainty of the Death, and confequently 


proceed to the Interment without any . 


Hefitation of Mind, or Scruple of Con- 
{cience.”’ 


‘The celebrated Zacchias is of the fame 
Opinion; fince in Tom. ill. Conf. 79. N.. 
21. he tells us, ** That there is no other: 
| ** infallible: 
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-.** infallible ;Proof of Death, but a begin- 
Me ning Putrefaétion in the Body (9). We 
- ought not therefore to be furpriz’d at the 

fecmingly whimfæal Precaution of fome 


"m. 


Perfons, who -have in their Wills ordered, 


that they fhould: not be put in their Coffins 


till at leaft forty-eight Hours after their ap- 
parent Death, and tiil all the different Me- 
thods of Incifion, Pun&ure, and Burning, 
have been tried upon them, in order to ac- 
quire a greater Certainty of their Deaths. 
But without running back into paft ‘Times 
for Inftances of this Precaution, "tis fuffici- 
ently known, that a Wilof the fame Nature 


was in the Beginning of the Year 1742 not 


only made by Madame de Corbeville, a Lady 
of Diftinétion and a Canonefs, but alfo faith- 
fully and punctually fulfilled by her illuftrious 
Executor. As for my own Part, I earneftly 


“requeft of thofe who thall have an Opportu- 
nity of feeing me dead, that they would not 
only ufe the Methods already prefcrib'd, but © 


alfo every other poffible Expedient, in order 
to fatisfy themfelves whether I have really 
paid the laft Tribute of human Nature, 


From what has been faid ’tis fufficiently ob. 
.vious, that the Signs of a dubious Death 
. are -lefs uncertain by Chirurgical, than by 
~ any other Methods. | 
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ree 


AD DITIONS 


(1.) A Sincie Fact of whatever Kind, 

when well attefted, is fufficient 
to make fuch lafting Impreffions on the pru- 
dent and judicious Part of Mankind, as are 
capable of keeping them continually on their 
Guard ; but this 1s not univerfally the Cafe ; 
for Perfons who pretend to think in a Man- 
ner different from other Men, are always fo 
full of Scruples, and fo inviolably attach’d 
to certain Peculiarities of Thought, rather 
infpir’d by a Defire of being efteem’d fin- 


. gular, than produc'd by a Dread of believing 


without fufficient Evidence, imagine that 
they have a juft Title to look upon fingle 
Facts as exceptionable Accidents from which 


no general Conclufion can be drawn, Others — 


. have their Minds but flightly and fuperfici- 
ally touch’d by the moft ftriking Incidents 
of this Kind; whilft the Imaginations of 
others are fo infenfible, as to require reite- 
rated Shocks before they can be thoroughly 
rous’d to a due Regard and Attention to 
Truth. 

As an Author, therefore, who is defirous 
, of being univerfally ufeful, or who writes 
on 
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on Subjects in which all Mankind without 
. Exception are deeply interefted, ought to 
overlook or negleét none of thofe, i into whofe 
Hands his Works may fall, I fhall add to 
the Hiftories collected. by Mr. Winflow, in 
order to prove the Uncertainty of the Signs 
of Death, fome others, whofe Multiplicity 
will juftify the Precautions of the Prudent, 
deftroy the vain Pretexts of the Incredulous, 
. make deeper Impreffions on the Minds of the 
Giddy, and alarm thofe whofe Infenfibility 
calls for the moft powerful and commanding 
Evidence. . 

The Truth, then, eftablifhed in Mr. 
Winflow’s Differtation was not firft difco- 
vered by that learned Gentleman, fince the 
moft remote and diftant Ages furnifh us 
with glaring Inftances of the Uncertainty of 
the Signs of Death. 

Thus Plutarch informs us, that a certain 
Perfon falling from an Eminence was cut 
off by the Fall ; tho’ there was not the leaft 
Appearance of any Wound ; but three Days 
after, he fuddenly refumed his Strength, and 
returned to Life as his F riends were convey- 
ing him to the Grave. 

To this Hiftory Kirchman adds the fol- 
lowing related by Apuleius. 

Afclepiades, a celebrated Phyfician, in his 
Return from his Country Seat met a large 
Company conveying a Corpfe to the Grave. 
_A Principle of Curiofity induced him to afk 
/ C a the 
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the, Name of the deceafed Perfon ; but 
Grief and Sorrow reigned fo univerfally, that 
. mo“one returned him an Anfwer: Upon 
which, approaching the Corpfe, he found 
the Whole of it rubbed over with Perfumes, 
and the Mouth moiftened with a precious 
Balm according to the Cuftom of the 
Greeks, then carefully feeling every Part, 
and difcovering latent Signs of Life, he forth- 
with affirmed that the Perfon-was not dead. 
Some inclined that his Difcourfe fhould be 
liftened to, whilft others, -efpecially the 
Friends, and above all the Executors of the 
Deceafed, ridiculed the Phyfician, and flight- 
ed his Profeffion; fo that A/clepiades with 
fome Difficulty obtained a fhort Refpite: 
But at laft the Deceafed being dragged from 
the Hands of the covetous Bearers, ‘was 
carried back to his own Houfe, where by the 
Efficacy of proper Remedies he was forth- 
. with recalled to Life. Celfus in Book II. 
Chap. 6. makes mention of this Accident, 
Eufebius, Theodoret, and Calixtus, in Tr. 
de Immort. Anim. Cap. viii: from the tenth 
Book of Plato’s Republic, relate the Hifto- 
ry of one Erus, an Armenian, who was flain 
in Battle, Ten Days after, when the fur- 
viving Soldiers came with a View to inter 
the Dead, they found all the Bodies cor- 
rupted except his ; for which Reafon, they 
conveyed him to his own Houfe, in order 
to have him interred in the ufual Manner ; 
but 
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but two Days after, to the great Surprize of 


all who were prefent, he returned to Life 
when laid on the Funeral Pile. This Nar- 
rative related by Quenfledt is taken from 


. Korman’s Treatife De Miraculis Mortuorum, 
and we have Reafon to believe that it is the 


fame with the Accident related by Valerius 


Maximus, Book I. Chap. viii. for there is 


no Difference of Circumftances, except with 
refpect to the Name and Native Country of 
the deceafed Perfon, whom the laft quoted 


- Author calls Phereus, and fays he was a Na- 


tive of Pampbilia; befides, what induces 
me to believe, that in one or other of the 
Relations there is a Miftake of the Name, is 
becaufe Valerius Maximus allo quotes Plato 
as his Voucher, and becaufe it is hardly pof- 
fible to conceive, that two Events fo exactly 
fimilar in every minute Circumftance fhould 
happen, Korman however, in his Treatife 


- De Miraculis Mortuorum, relates both thefe 


Facts, afcribing to Plato the Hiftory of 
Phereus of Pampbilia, and quoting Noel 
Taillepied, in his Treatife De Apparitione 
Spirituum, for the Narrative relating to Erus 
the Armeman, without mentioning that the 
laft quoted Author alfo took it from Plato : 
But whether there is any Miftake or not, 
Quenftedt from thefe two Hiftories very juft- 
ly concludes, ‘ That the Soul fometimes 


“ remains in the Body, when the Senfes are 
** fo fettered, and as it were locked up, that 


C 3 it 
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** it is hard to determine whether the Perfon 


*€ 1s dead or alive."' 
Pliny, in his Natural Hiftory, Book VII. 


Chap. 52. which treats of #hofe who bave 


return d to Life when they were about to be 
laid in the Grave, tells us, that Acilius Aviola, 
a Man of fo confiderable Diftinétion, that 
* he had formerly been honoured with the 
Confulfhip, return'd to Life when he was 
upon the Funeral Pile; but as he could not 
be refcued from the Violence of the Flames, 
he was burnt alive. The like Misfortune 
alfo happen’d to Lucius Lamia, who had 
been Prætor. Thefe two fhocking Acci- 
dents are alfo related by Valerius Maximus. 
Celius Tubero had a happier Fate than his 
two Fellow-Citizens ; fince, according to 
Pliny, he difcover’d the Signs of Life be- 
fore it was too late. His State however was 
far from being eligible, fince being laid on 
the Funeral Pile, ‘he ftood a fair Chance of 
being expos’d to the like Misfortune. Ply 
from the Teftimony of Varro adds, that 


when a Diftribution of Lands was making - 


at Capua, a certain Man, when carried a 
confiderable Way from his own Houfe, in 
order to be inter'd, return'd home on Foot. 
The like furprizing Accident alfo happen’d 
at Aquinum. ‘The laft Inftance of this Na- 
ture related by the Author occur’d at Rome ; 


and P/izy muft, no Doubt, have been inti- : 


mately acquainted with all its moft minute 
| Circum- 


i 
| 
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€ircumftances; fince the Perfon to whom 
the Misfortune happen’d, was one Cerfidius, 
the Hufband of his Mother's Sifter,.who . 
return'd to Life after an Agreement had 
been made for his Funeral with the Under- 
taker, who was probably much difappointed 
when he found him alive and in good Health. | 

Thefe Examples drawn from the Roman 
Hiftory greatly contribute to eftablifh the 
Uncertainty of the Signs of Death, and - 
ought to render us very cautious with re- 
fpect to Interments. But that we may not 
interrupt the Courfe of our Hiftories, we 
fhall in another Place confider the Precau- 
tions taken by the Romans, in order to af- 
certain the Death or Life of their Citizens : 
"We muft however obferve, that Mamilius 
{o firmly believ'd that his Countrymen had 
inter'd living Perfons, that in 4fronom. 4. 
he exprefly afferts, that fome had return'd ~ 
to Life and rifen even from their Graves. 

Ex ipfis quidam elati rediere fepulchris, 

Greece and Italy are not the only Theatres 
on which fuch tragical Events have been 
acted, fince other Countries of Europe alío 
furnifh us with Inftances of a like Nature. 

— Thus Maximilian Miffen, in his Voyage 
through Italy, Tome I. Letter z. tells us, 
** That the Number of Perfons who have 
‘ been inter'd as dead, when they were 
** really alive, is very great in Comparifon 
£^ of thofe who have been happily refcued 
| Sy aie << from 
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** from their Graves ; for in the Town of 
** Cologne, Archbifhop Geron, according to 
Albertus Krantzius, was inter’d alive, and 
** died for want of a feafonable Releafement. 
** Tt is alfo certain, that in the fame Town 
the like Misfortune happened to Fohannes 
Duns Scotus, who in his Grave tore his 
* Hands and wounded his Head. I am | 
** not ignorant, that one George Herwart, 
who had a profound Veneration for Duns 
** Scotus, politively denies this Fact, as too 
** fhocking and difagreeable, in Oppofition 
** to Bezovius, one of the moft confder- 
** able Authors who affert it: But neither 
** Bezovius, nor Paulus Fovius, nor Latomus, 
** nor Majoli, nor Vitalis, nor Garzoni, nor 
** any of the Authors who relate this Acci- 
* dent, can be fufpected of an Intention 
** either to difguife or conceal the T'ruth ; 
“fo that we may reafonably give Credit to 
their T'eftimonies.?? 
Immediately after Mffon fubjoins the fol- 
lowing Relation: ** Some Years ago the 
** Wife of one Mr. Mervache, a Goldfmith 
** of Poitiers, being buried with fome 
** Rings on her Fingers, as fhe had defired 
* when dying, a poor Man of the Neigh- 
** bourhood being apprized of that Circum. 
** ftance, next Night open'd the Grave, in 
** order to make himfelf Mafter of the 
‘ Rings; but as he could not pull them off 
** without fome Violence, he in the Attempt 
Ln ** wak'd 
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# wak'd the Woman, who {poke diftinétly, 
“ and complain’d of the Injury done her: 
Upon this, the Robber made his Efcape, 
and the Woman, now rous’d from an 
.** Apoplectic Fit, rofe frpm her Coffin, 
—** which: for her was luckily open’d, re- 
*€ turn'd home to her own Houfe,. and in a 
* few Days recover'd a perfect State of 
‘© Health: She not only furviv’d this Mif- 
fortune for many Years, but alfo bore 
** feveral Children, fome of whom at pre- 
** fent follow the Bufinefs of their Father at 
TO POE si 5 
What induc'd Miffon to: relate thefe Hi- 
ftories,. was a certain Piece of Painting pre- 
ferved in the Church of the boly Apofiles at 
Cologne, inorder to: keep up the Memory 
of a certain Accident, which that Traveller. 
relates in the following Manner : 
‘6 In the Year 1571, the Wife of one-of - 
*€ the Magiftrates of Cologne. being inter” d 
** with.a valuable Ring on one of her Fin- . 
-& gers, the Grave-digger next Night open'd. 
** the Grave,. in order to take it off ; but we: 
* may readily fuppofe, that he: was in no 
. 4. fmall-Confternation when the fuppos'd 
* dead Body fqueez'd his Hand, and laid 
«© faft hold of him in order to get out of 
* her Coffin: The Thief however difen-- 
© gaging himfelf, made his Efcape with all 
'**- Expedition ; and the Lady difentangling . 
56 herfelf in che beft Manner. the could, 
À : C 5; se: went: 
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« went home, and knock'd.at her own 
* Door; and in order to get the readier 
‘© Admiffion, and prevent her being long 
** expos'd to the Cold, fhe call'd a Servant 
by his Name, and gave him a fuccinét 
« Account of what had happen’d to her; 


** but the Servant treated her as a Phantom, ; 


“ and with a Mind full of Terror ran to 
*€ relate the Accident to his Mafter, who 
** being as incredulous as himfelt, ridicul’d 
him for his Folly: The Lady in the 
« mean time ftood fhivering in her Shroud, 
« till at laft the Door was open’d to her; 
after which, being warm'd, and treated in 
** à proper Manner, the refum’d as perfect 
« a State of Health, as if no fuch Misfor- 
* tune had befallen her.” 

Simon Goulart, a pretty old tho’ judicious 


Author, gives us a more accurate and cir- 


cumftantiate Detail of this Accident in Ais 
admirable and memorable Hiftories, printed at 
Geneva in the Year 1628. 

The Lady, then, to whom this Misfor- 


tune happen’d, and whofe Name was Reich- : 


muth Adolch, was fuppos’d to fall a Victim 
to a Peftilence which rag'd with fuch impe- 
tuous Fury, as to cut off moft of the Inha- 
bitants of Cologne; foon after however, ac- 
cording to Goulart, fhe not only ** reco- 
* vered her Health, but alfo brought into 
the World three Sons, who in Procefs of 
«© Time were advanced to Livings in the 

| ‘© Church : 
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s Church: But having for feveral Years 
** after this Deliverance liv'd honourably 
*- with her Hufband, fhe at laft died a na- 
** tural Death, and was inter'd near the 
** Door of the holy Apoftles Church, under 
** a lofty and magnificent Monument of 
* Stone. In order to perpetuate the Me- 
** mory of her Fate, there was affix’d to 
<< the Monument a large Piece of Painting, 
« in which the Accident was not only re- 
& prefented in a mafterly Way, but allo . 
** defcrib'd in German Verfe. In the Year 
** 1604, Jobnu Buffenmacher, Citizen and 
« Merchant of Cologne, in order to diffufe 
** the Knowledge of this Piece of Hiftory, 
.** publifhed a fmall Print taken from the 
** original Defign ; and tho” at Cologne I 
** have often feen that noble Piece of Paint- 
* ing, which always warm'd my Soul with 
** the tender Impreffions of Humanity and 
* Compaflion, yet with the fame View I 
« ftill preferve the Print publifhed by Bu/- 
* fenmacber.?" | 
In all this Narrative there is not a fingle 
- Word of the Afcenfion of the Horfes to the 
Granary of the furviving Hufband, which - 
however Mijfon has inferted in his Relation, 
tho’? I know not for what Reafon; fince he 
is fo far from believing it, that he at beft e- 
_ fteems it a Tradition or popular Error, ori- 
> ginally fuggefted by thofe who preferved the 
in Memory 


"* 
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Memory of this Event by Monuments po- . 
{terior to its genuine Date. | 
As a farther Proof of the Reality of fi- 
 milar Refurrections, Miffon in his third Vo- 
lume relates the Hiftory of Francis de Cz- 
ville, who, in the Regifters where his Fate 
is recorded, is faid to have been three Times 
dead, tbree Times buried, and by tbe Grace 
of God three Times raifed from the Dead. 
But that we may confine ourfelves precifely 
to what rélates to the prefent Subject, we 
 fhall only give an Extract of Miffor's Re- 
lation. , iei oct 
Francis de Civille then, a Gentleman of 
Normandy, was a Captain of a Company 
confifting of an hundred Men, in the City 
of Rouen, when it was befieged by Charles 
the Ninth; at which Time Civile was 
twenty-fix Years of Age: In an Attack 
made by the Enemy.he was wounded, and 
falling from the Rampart into a Ditch be- 
low it, was by fome Pioneers ftript of his 
Cloaths, thrown into a. Grave along with 
another Body, and covered with a little 
. Earth; in this Condition he remained from 
eleven o? Clock in the Forenoon, till half an 
Hour after fix in the Evening, when his Ser- _ 
vant came to take him out of his Grave: 
This faithful Domeftic embracing him, per- 
ceived fome Signs of remaining Life, and 
for that Reafon carried him to a Houfe in 
. which he ufed to lodge, where he a 
ve. 
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five Days and five Nights, without either 
Speaking, moving, or difcovering the leaft 
Sign of Senfation, tho” he was now as hot by 
the Violence of a Fever, as he had before 
been cold in his Grave. The Town being 
taken, the Servants of an Officer belonging. 
' to the victorious Army, who intended to: 
lodge in the Houfe where Civile was, laid 
him upon a Straw-bed in a back Chamber, $: 
- from a Window of which he was thrown by 
fome Perfons, who bore an Enmity to his 
Brother; but luckily he fell upon a Dung- 
hill, where he remained in his Shirt more 
than three Days and three Nights, at the 
End of which Time one of his Friends, fur- 
| prized to find him alive, fent him to a Hou 
in Rouen, where his Wounds being dreffed, 
and ‘due Care taken of him, he was per- 
fectly cured. 

In this Hiftory I can only find two Ta 
ments and às many Refurrections; nor are 
any more mentioned ‘in the memorable and 
admirable- Hiftories of Goulart, where the 
Wound of Czville, and ‘all the Accidents 
fübfequent to it are fully defcribed : But I 
. have heard the following traditional Account 
of his third Interment and Refurrection. 

The Mother of Civille happening to die 
des with. Child. in her Hufband’s Abfence, 
| Was interred without any Thoughts of pre- 
qe. the Infant by Means of the Ce/arian 
y Bection. The Day after the Interment the 

| Hufband . 
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. Hufband coming home, was no Doubt 
ftruck with Surprize, not. only at the Death 
of his Wife, but-alfo at the little Care which - 
_had been taken of the Child... With a View 
therefore to fatisfy himfelf, he ordered his 
Wife to be raifed from the Grave, and an 
Aperture to be made in her Abdomen, from 
which Francis de Civille was taken alive: 
Tho’ this Circumftance is foreign to our 
Subject, yet its furprizing Nature apologizes 
for its Infertion.. : 
Simon Goulart, before quoted, has wrote 
a Chapter, the Title of which 1s, That Per- 
fons who die of the Plague, or are cut off by 
any other violent and fudden Accident, ought 
not to be fo foon interred as they generally are 
in feveral Parts of the World: He begins 
this Chapter with an Extract of a Letter 
wrote by William Fabri, an eminent Surgeon, 
and directed. to Doctor ob» Tames Craft, 
Phyfician at Neufchaftel. Goulart. cloaths 
Fabris. Thoughts in the following Drefs: 
<< Levinus Lemnus,. in. the.third, Chapter of 
* his Book. concerning the fecret Miracles 
“ of Nature, has juft Reafon to condemn 
* the too-precipitate Interment of Perfons 
** over-powered by Lethargies,. Apoplex- 
*€ jes, or Suffocations of the Matrix ;. for 
* [ know there have been fome, fuppofed 
* to be irretrievably cut off by thefe Dif- 
** orders, who,. refuming Strength and re- 
** turning to Life, have raifed the Boards of 
LN EN ‘© their 
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their Coffins. Nor fhould any fuppofed 
dead Perfons, efpeciady thofe who have 
before been fubject to Apoplexies and 
Lethargies, be too foon confined to Cof- 
fins, becaufe in fuch Diforders the Soul 
only retires as it were to her moft fecret 
and concealed Refidence, in order to 
make the Body afterwards fenfible, that 
fhe had not entirely forfaken it. Exam- 
ples of this frequently occur in ancient as 
well as in modern Authors. Fabri adds, 
that in the Time of the Plague, or when 
any other contagious or malignant Dif- 
eafes rage, Phyficians fhould advife the 
Interment of the Dead with all poffible 
Expedition, becaufe their Bodies, like 
extinguifhed Lamps, T'orches, or Flam- 
beaux, diffufe an Odour no lefs difagree- 
able than prejudicial: But fuch fudden 
Interments are neither fafe, nor confiftent 
with that Humanity and Compaffion, 
which ought to animate the Breafts of 
Chriftians, as is obvious from the follow- 
ing Hiftories." But what is furprizing, 


and even difhonourable to human Reafon, 
too often the Victim of fome Prejudice or 
other, is that Fabri relates thele three Hifto- 
. ries to Crofft, without drawing a juft Con- 
clufion from. them, and even without ob- 
ferving, that as at other Seafons, fo alfo in 
_ the Times of peftilential and contagious Dif- 
_ eales we ought not to inter Perfons precipi- 


tately, 
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tately, and before we are thoroughly fatisfied: 
with refpe& to their Deaths. 

The firft of thefe Hiftories gives an Ac- 
count of a Man of twenty-two Years of 
Age, of the Town of Meniere, in the Can- 
ton of Fribourg, who, in the Year 1566, 
was feiz’d with a Plague, which cut off al- 
moft the whole Family wherein he lived,. 
and he himfelf being taken for dead,. on the 
fourth Day was laid out as fuch. Eight 
Hours however after his fuppos’d Death, 
the Perfons who were putting him in his 
Coffin, finding that he. was neither cold nor 
ftiff, began attentively to examine the State 
. of the Body, in which they ftill perceiv'd a: 

fmall and languid Degree of Refpiration : 
For this Reafon they put him into a warm 
Bed, applied hot Bricks to his Feet, and 
forc'd him to fwallow a fmall Quantiry of. 
Malmfey Wine; by which. Means. he not 
only return'd to Life, but recover'd fo faft; . 
that in a Month's Time he was able to at- 
tend his ufual Bufinefs. After this Accident: — 
he proved the Father of feven Children,. and 
enjoy'd a good State of Health in the fixty- 
fourth Year of his Age.. 

The fecond Hiftory is that of Reichmuth 
Adolcb already related. 

- The third 1s that of the Mafter of an Inn: 
in the Town of Cleves, who, feventeen Y ears: 
before he recounted the Story to Fabri, fell. 
into fuch a Syncope, on account of an acute 

| and - 
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and violent Difeafe, that he would have been 


‘interred for dead, if one Mr. Toebn Wier 


had not recal''d him to Life by confining 
him to a warm Bed, applying Epithems * 
to his Wrifts and the Region of his Heart, 
and forcing him now and then to fwallow 


. fome Drops of corroborating and cordial 


Liquors. Thefe Meafures, however, ferv'd 


only to divert the Company at the Expence 


of the Phyfician, till fuch Time “as their 
Propriety was juftified by the Recovery of 
the Patient. 

Doctor Craft, in order to make a fuita- 
ble Return to his Correfpondent Fabri, re- 


mits him the five following Hiuttories ; 


which, as the Facts are only fubfervient to 
i Purpofe, we fhall abridge as well as the 
relt. | 

Burgundy, and efpecially the Town of 
Dijon, was in the Year 1558 afflicted with 
a violent Plague, which cut off the Inhabi- 
tants fo faft, that there was not Time to 
make a feparate Grave for each dead Per- 


fon ; for which Reafon large Pits were made, 


and filled with as many Bodies as they could 
contain. In this deplorable Conjuncture. - 
Mrs. 


_ * Epithems are either fimple or compound Me- 
dicines externally applied, in order to.produce fuch 
. internal Effects as the Phyfician intends: Thefe 
- Topics are of various Kinds, fuch as Antifebrile,. 
.Stomachic, and Cordial, of which laft Quality 
were thefe here mentioned. | 


i 


42 The UNCERTAINTY Of 


Mrs. Nicole Lentillet fhared the common 
Fate, and after labouring under the Difor- 
der for fome Days, fell into a Syncope fo 
profound, that fhe was taken for dead, and 
accordingly buried in a Pit with other dead 
Bodies ; the next Morning after her Inter- 
ment fhe returned to. Life, and made the 
ftrongeft Efforts fhe could to get outs but 
her Weaknefs and the Weight of the Bodies 
with which fhe was covered, rendered her 
incapable of executing her Defign. In this 
wretched Situation fhe remained for four 
Days, till the Grave-diggers coming to in- 
ter other Bodies, took her up and carried 
her to her own Houfe, where fhe recovered 
a perfe& State of Health. | 

The fecond Inftance of this Nature, men- 
tioned by Doctor Crafft, happened imme- 
diately before he wrote the following Ac- 


count of it. A labouring Man of Courcelles | 


near Neufcbaftel fell into fo profound a Syn- 
cope, that he was taken for dead ; but the 
Perfons who were putting him in his Grave 


“without a Coffin; perceived fome Motion in... 


his Shoulders, for which Reafon they car- 
red him to his own home, where he per- 
fe&ly recovered. This Accident lad a 
Foundation for his being called the Ghoft of 
Courcelles. 

A Lawyer of Vefoul, a Town of Franche- 
Comté near Befangon, fo carefully concealed 
a Lethargy to which he was fubjeét, La 

NO- 
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: No-body knew any thing of his Diforder, 
tho’ the Paroxyfms returned very frequently. 
The Motives which principally induced him 
to this Secrecy, was the Dread of lofing a 
Lady to whom he was juft about to be mar- 
ried: Being afraid, however, lett fome Pa- 
roxyfms fhould prove fatal to him, he com- 
municated his Cafe to the Sheriff of the 
Town, who, by Virtue of his Office, was 
obliged to take Care of him, if fuch a 
‘Misfortune fhould happen. The Marriage 
was concluded, and the Lawyer for a con- 
fiderable Time enjoyed a perfect State of . 
Health; but at laft he was feized with fo 
violent a Paroxy{m of the Difeafe, that his 
Lady, to whom he had not revealed the 
Secret, not doubting of his Death, ordered 
him to be put in his Coffin: The Sheriff, 
tho’ abfent when the Paroxyfm feized him, 
yet luckily returned in' Time. to preferve 
him ; for he ordered the Interment to be 
delayed, and the Lawyer returning to Life, 
furvived the Accident fixteen Years. | 

Doctor Craff?s fourth Hiftory is that of 
a certain Perfon who was conveyed to the 
Church, in order to be interred, but one 
of his Friends fprinkling a large Quantity 
of Holy Water * on his Face, which was un- 


ONSE AC I€nia... T ) covered, 
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.** wasfound. He mmfer fays, that as 
.** as he was under the Water his Body be- 


me came rigid, and loft not.only the Power 


foon > 
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covered, he not only returned £o Life, but 


alfo refumed a perfect State of Health. 

The fifth Inftance of a Recovery from 
fuppofed Death, related by Doctor Craft, is 
that of ames de Lavaur, Lord of the Ma- 
nor of Boudry, in the County of Neufcha- 
fiel, who being feized with a violent Carai- 
algia, fell into fo profound a Syncope, that 
he was taken for dead: But the Phyfician 
brought to his Relief from Fribourg being 
of a contrary Opinion, blowed powdered 
Pepper into his Noftrils, by which Means 


he was not only recalled to Life, but alfo: 
furvived his Misfortune for a confiderable: 


Time, according to Goulart; from whom 
the following Paffage is quoted by Wiliam 
Fabri, in the fecond Century of his Chirur- 
gical Obfervations, Of. 96. | 
« Doctor Craft fubjoins other Hiftories: 


<< of Perfons who, being interr'd alive, have 


€ 


e 


* has afterwards been difcovered by vari- 
* ous Marks made not only in their Se- 


“© pulchres, but alfo in their own Bodies. - 


«© He in a particular Manner makes men- 
* tion of a young Lady of Auxbourg, who 


* of a Suffocation of the Matrix, was bu- 


[44 e. oy . ^ 1 . 
ried in a deep Vault, with eing ^o- 
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Comté near Befangon, fo carefully concealed 


a Lethargy to which he was fubjeét, a 
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expir'd in their Graves and Tombs, as 


falling into a Syncope, in Confequence 
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* thought it fufficient to have the Vault 
* carefully fhut up. Some Years after, 
** however, one of the fame Family hap- 
** pening to die, the Vault was open’d, and 
** the Body of the young Lady found on : 
the Stairs at its Entry, without any Fin- 
** gers on the Right Hand." 

Ass the Hiftories already related only give — 
an Account of the Refurrection of Perfons - 
cut off by Sicknefs or Wounds, we fhall 
now confider the Fates of fome Perfons, 

Who have been drown'd and hang'd. Mr. 
Derbam then, in the fixth Chapter of the : 
fourth Book of his Phyfico-Theology, quotes 
the following Hiftory from Rechelin, De Aere 

€ Alim. defer. 

_ ** About eighteen Years ago, a Gardner 
of Tronningholm, now fixty-five Years of 
Age, and fufficiently vigorous and ro- 
* buft for one at that Period of Life, 
** made an Attempt to' relieve a Perfon 
.** who had fallen into the Water; but not 

being fo cautious as he ought, he ven- 
.** tur'd.upon the Ice, which broke and let 
«€ him fall into the Water, which at that — 
** Part was eighteen Ells in Depth. He 
*€ went perpendicularly to the Bottom, 
** where his Feet ftuck ; and in this Situa- 
** tion he remain’d fixteen Hours before he 
.f* wasfound. He himfelf fays, that as foon 
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.$* came rigid, and loft not.only the Power 
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of Motion, but alfo all Senfation, except 
that he thought he heard the Sound of 
fome Bells, which were then ringing at 
Stockbolm: He at firft alfo perceiv'd, as 
it were, a Bladder before his Mouth, 
which hindered the Water from entring 
by that Paffage, tho' he found it entring 
freely into his Ears; a Circumftance 
which produc'd a Dulnefsin his Hearing 
for fome Time after. He was fought 
forin vain during fixteen Hours, till at 
laft a Hook being fixed in his Head, he 
was by its Means taken up; and after- 
wards faid he was fenfible of that Part 
of his Fate. Whether from the Cuftom 
of the Country, or the Perfuafion of 
particular Perfons, Attempts were made 
to reftore him to Life: For this Pur-» 
pofe he was wrapt up in Blankets, left | 
the Air entring too precipitately into his 
Lungs fhould prove fatal to him. In 
this Condition he was gradually warm'd ; 
then being wrapt in warm Sheets, he 
was rubb'd and tormented till the Mo= 
tion of his Blood, which had been check’d 
for fo many Hours, return’d. At laft 
he was totally reftor'd by Means of Cor- 
dials and Anti-apopleétic Liquors. He 
as yet bears the Mark made by the 
Hook, and fays, that he is {till fubject 
to violent Pains in his Head. This fin- 


« ular Accident, attefted bythe Oaths of 


st Éyest 
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** Eye-Witneffes, induc’d the Queen to 
** give him an annual Penfion, and he was 
** prefented to the Prince, in order to give 
.** him an Account of what had happened 
:7* to lim. 

€ Mr. Tilafius, Keeper of the King’s Li- 
‘€ brary, has wrote the Hiftory of a Woman 
** whoremain'd under Water for three whole 
** Days, who was reftor'd to Life almoft in 
** the fame Manner with.the Gardner ; and 
** who was alive when 77/2//;s wrote the © 
** Account of her. To this we may add 
"€ the Teftimony of Mr. Burmann, who 
** affures us, that in Bone/s in Pithovia, he 
.** heard a Funeral Sermon preach'd upon 
** the Death of one Laurence ones, a Man 
‘of feventy Years of Age, who, as the 
** Preacher faid, was drown’d when fixteen 
** Years old, and continued feven Weeks 
“in the Water; notwithítanding which . 
‘ Accident he return'd to Life, and en- 
** Joy'd good Health. 
 ** It is furprizing, continues Rechelin, 
** that Stories fo well known, and fo fin- 
“ gular in themfelves, fhould not be con~ 
“ fecrated to Immortality by the Attefta- 
** tions of Phyficians of Note. AsIbe- 
** lieve that there are a great many fecret - 
** things in Nature, and daily obferve Ac- - 
** cidents, which I before thought impoffi- 
** ble; fo I have no Reafon to doubt of 
© furprizing Facts related by fo many Men 
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« of Learning, nor formally to deny a 
« Hiftory, which at firft appears incredi- 
£c ble | 
Mr. d' Egly, a Member of the Royal A- 
cademy of Infcriptions, has communicated 
to me the Meafures he took in order to pre- 
ferve the Life of a certain Swi/s, who made 
a good Livelihood by plunging into the 
Water, and thrufting himfelf into the Holes 
in which he thought the large Fifhes were 
contained. | 
This adventurous Swifs being one Day: 
employed to provide Fifh for a Company, 
who intended to have a fplendid Dinner, 
promifed to furnifh them with a Difh of 
fine Fith: His Employers accompanying; 
him to the Brink of the River, and feeing: 
him plunge into the Water, retired, think- 
ing that he would not fail to keep his; 
Word.- | 
But when the Hour appointed for Din-: 
ner came, the Szwi/s did not appear with his: 
Part of the Entertainment ; fo that when the: 
half of the Afternoon was fpent, the Com- 
any went to the River in order to know 
the Reafon of their Difappointment: The: 
Clothes of the Diver lying on the Brink, 
laid. a Foundation for fufpe&ing the Mif- 
fortune which had befallen him; accord- 
ingly they ordered him,to be fearched for 


with Hooks, in the Place into which they 


had feen bim plunge, and at laft being 
| | found! 
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found, he was taken out of the Water, tho? 
wounded in feveral Parts. 
, As the $w;/5 had been drowned for about 
nine Hours, the Curate of the Place, who 
was prefent, inclined that he fhould be 
forthwith interred, and he had undoubtedly 
been confined to the Grave, had not Mr. 
d' Egly, who faw @ kind of Ebullition in 
the Water difcharged from his Mouth, af 
ferted that he was not dead ; for he juftly 
attributed that Ebullition to the faint Re- 
mains of Refpiration. 

This Obfervation made a deep Impref- 
fion on the Spectators, who carried him into 
an adjacent Houfe, where having laid him 
out at full Length, they comprefled his 
Abdomen in order to facilitate the Dif- 
charge of the Water he had fwallowed ; 
when in about three Quarters of an Hour 
having dilcharged a confiderable Quantity 
of Water, he moved one of his Legs, which 
| was a fufficient Proof, that he was ítil] alive : 
. For this Reafon he was wrapt up in warm 
Sheets, and gradually reftored to a natural - 
Heat; then he was conveyed to a warm: 
Bed, where, his Life becoming more and 
more confpicuous, a liberal Venefection was 

iade, which was fucceeded by a Sigh, then 
by a fmali Degree of Knowledge of what 
- paffed, and a little after by a perfect Cure. 
^ This important Service ever after touch’d 
“the Heart of the Swis with a grateful Senfe 
A s ex D 7 of 
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of the Obligations he lay under to Mr. d’- 
gly. | | 
Mr. Derbam, in the Part before quoted, 
gives us two Inftances of the Refurrection 
of hanged Perfons. The firft, feen by Pech- 
lin, and recorded in Zr. de Aere €5 Alim: 
defeët. Cap. vii. is that * of a certain Woman 
* hanged, and in all Appearance dead, who 
* was neverthelefs reflored to Life by a Phy- 
* fician accidentally coming in, and order- 
¢ ing a plentiful Adminiftration of the Spirit 
s of Sal Ammoniac.’ 
The other Accident of this Nature is by 
Mr. Derbam related in the following Words. 
« The Story of Anne Green, executed at 
© Oxford, Dec. 14, 1650, is ftill well re- 
¢ membered among the Seniors there : She 
* was hanged by the Neck near half an 
* Hour, fome of her Friends thumping her 
* on the Breaft, others hanging with all their 
* Weight upon her Legs, fometimes lifting 
* her up, and then pulling her down again 
* with a fudden Jirk ; thereby the fooner to 
* difpatch her out of her Pain, as the print- 
* ed Account of her informs us. After fhe 
* was in her. Coffin, being obferved to . 
* breathe, a lufty Fellow ftampt with all 
* his Force, on her Breaft and Stomach, to 
* put her out of her Pain: But by the Af- 
* fiftance of Dr. Peity, Dr. Willis, Dr. 
© Bathurft, and Dr. Clark, fhe was again 
* brought to Life; I myfelf faw her many 
* Years 
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..* Years after, between which Time, and the 
* Date of her Execution, fhe had, as I am 
* informed, born feveral Children.’ 

Tho’ thefe two Hiftories lay a Foundation 
for a Variety of Reflexions, yet we fhall 
only obferve, that in both Cafes a precipi- 
tate Interment would have been Murder ; 
and that all the Prefumptions of Death are 
not fufficient to authorize the Neglect of 
fuch Precautions and Tefts, as are proper 
to afcertain the real State of the Body. 

Kornman, in his Treatife De Miraculis 
Mortuorum, relates the following Hiftories. 

Saint Auguftine from Saint Cirille informs 
. us, that a Cardinal of the Name of Andrew 
having died at Rome in the Prefence of fe- 
veral By-ftanders, was'next Day conveyed 
to the Church, where the Pope and a Body 
of the Clergy attended the Funeral Service, 
in order to do Honour to his Memory: 
But to their great Surprize, after fome 
Groans, he recovered his Life and Senfes. 
This Event was at that Time looked upon 
as a Miracle, and afcribed to Saint Ferome, 
to whom the Cardinal was greatly attach’d. 

The following Account feems more to re- 
femble a Miracle, tho’ we do not find that 
it was looked upon as fuch. mu 
"Gocelliuus, a young Man, and Nephew 
to one of the Archbiíhops of Cologne, fall- 
ing into the Rbine, was not found for fif- 
teen Days after; but was difcovered to be | 
E D 2 alive, 
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alive, as he lay before the Shrine of Saint 

Suibert. p 

As an Excefs of Credulity is unpardon- 

able, efpecially in a Phyfician, fo I am of 
Opinion, that there is nothing miraculous 
in thefe two Events ; fince we ought to 
fuppofe no Effects preternatural, which can 
be produced by Phyfical Caufes. Now the 
Hiftories before related give us juft Reafon 
to believe, that there was nothing miracu- 
lous in thefe two Refurrections. 

Kornman from Galen gives us two other 
Inftances of the Uncertainty of the Signs of 
Death. The firft is that of a Man feized 
witha Suffocation, which lafted for fix Days, 
during the whole of which Time he conti- 
nued without Eating or Drinking, and 
without any manifeft Pulfation of his Arte- 


ries, The fecond is that of a certain Man, © 


who happening to inter his Neighbour be- 
fore feventy-two Hourrs from his fuppofed 
Death were expired, by that Precipitation 


proved his Murderer ; fince he was really - 


alive when he was buried as dead. 
A fter thefe and many other Obfervations 
of the fame Nature, it is furprizing, that 


Kornman fhould be at a Lofs to explain, | 


how fome dead Perfons devour and fwallow 
their Shrouds in their Graves, or how the 
Woman mentioned in Hondorff's Hifiorical 
. Theatre, devoured herfelf. It is certainly 
more reafonable to afcribe thefe fhocking 

Phenomena 
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Phenomena to the Defpair natural to a Per- 
fon interred alive, than with him to fay, 
That fuch Things cannot be accounted for ; at. 
leaft, adds he, we muft not with the Rabbins 
Juppofe, that the Bodies of Men are the Prey 
and Nourifbment of the Serpent, or, to ufe 
their own Words, of Azazeli, who is ibe 
Majter of Flefh and Blood, and whom God, 
as we find in the Book of Genefis, bas con- 
demned to eat Duft all the Days of bis Life. 
It is true, that by efpoufing this whimfical 
Notion, he would not have had an Oppor- 
tunity of difplaying his extenfive Know- 
ledge by proving that human Bodies are on- 
ly Duft and Earth ; a Propofition which no 
Doubt called for an elaborate Differtation, 
in order to convince the Incredulous. 
But as Diftance of Time and Remotenefs 
of Places are Circumftances which generally 
render Facts lefs ftriking and fatisfactory, 
than otherwife they would be, we fhall 
enumerate fome Inftances of the Uncertainty 
_of the Signs of Death, which have happen- 
ed in our own Times and in our own Coun- 
try. j ; 
The firft Example we fhall mention of this 
Kind then, is that of a certain Canon of 
Bourges, who returning to Life whilft the 
Funeral Service was performing over him 
in the Metropolitan Church, was carried 
home to his own Houfe, and perfeétly cured 
of the Diforder, which was thought to have 
E. — D 5 cut 


hn. 


fs 
den 5 
DAL N73 à 
dX ED 


> Be 
e decns 
ere ^s j 


54. The UncerTAInTY of i 


cut him off. He furvived this Accident a | 


long Time, and was promoted to be Official 
of the Diocefs of Paris. ELA 


The fecond Accident of this Nature hap- | 


pened at Touloufe; for a Lady being interred 
in the Church of the Yacobines with a Dia- 


mond Ring on one of her Fingers, a Ser- - 


vant of her own Family, concealing him- 
felf in the Church, when Night came on, 
went down into the Vault in which the Cof- 
fin was laid; but upon opening the Coffin 
he found, that the Swelling of the Finger 
hindered the Ring from flipping eafily off, 
for which Reafon he began to cut it. Up- 
‘on this, the Pain extorting a Shriek from 
the fuppofed dead Lady, the Domeftic was 
feized with fuch Terror and Confternation, 
that he fell into a Deliquium. The Lady 


in the mean Time continuing to bewail her | 


wretched Situation, till the Hour appointed 
for Morning Prayers arrived, was luckily 
overheard by fome devout Perfons, who, 
suided by the Voice, defcended into the 


Vault, where they found the Lady fitting on — 


a Seat, and the Domeftic lying by her half- 
dead. Upon this they run forthwith to 


awake the Hufband, who ordered her to be 


brought home, where fhe perfectly recover- 
ed from her Diforder. The Indifpofition 
however of the Servant was fo violent, that 


he could not be recalled to Life, but died 
in 


P 
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in twenty-four Hours after having accident- 
ally preferved the Life of his Miftrefs. 
_. This is not the fingle Inftance of precipi- 
tate Interments, which have happened in 
the Town of Touloufe ; for I have in my own 
Poffefon the following Certificate, wrote 
and figned by Mr. Blau, a Native of Au- 
vergne, and a Man of untainted Veracity. 
* I hereto fubfcribing declare, that fifty- 
five Years ago, happening to refide at 
* Touloufe for the fake of my Studies, and 
* going to St. Sfephen’s Church to hear a 
* Sermon, I faw a Corpfe brought thither 
* in order to be interred : The Ceremony 
* however was delayed till the Sermon 
* fhould be over; but the fuppofed dead 
* Perfon being laid in a Chapel, and at- 
* tended by all the Mourners, about the 
* Middle of the Sermon difcovered mani- 
* feft Signs of Life; for which Reafon he 
* was quickly conveyed back to hisown 
* Houfe: So that from a Confideration of 
* Circumftances it is fufficiently obvious, 
* that without the Intervention of the Ser- 
* mon the Man had been interred alive. 

Paris, April : 

27» 1740. BLAU: 
|. Mr. Mozet, Letter-Founder in Paris, has 
given me an Account of the three following 
Accidents which happened at Rheims, the 
‘Place of his Nativity, 
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This Gentleman's Grandmother happen- 


ing to be at her Prayers near the Coffin of 
one of her deceafed Neighbours, heard a 
certain Noife, made, as fhe thought, by 
fome Motion within the Coffin ; upon which 
fhe told a Clergyman, that the Woman was 
not dead, The like Noife being heard by 
fome other Perfons, who had been inform- 
ed of what Mrs. Mozet had faid, the Coffin 
was opened, and the fuppofed dead Woman 
found alive. It is about feventy Years fince 
this Accident happened. 

A young Girl, the Daughter of a Tradef- 
man, of the Name of Gouge, being con- 
veyed to God's Hofpital, and fuppofed to 
be really cut off by the Diforder for which 
fhe was brought thither, happily difcovered 
the Signs of Life at the very Time fhe was 
on the Bier deftined for carrying her Body 


to the Grave. After this Accident, which. 


happened about twenty-five Years ago, fhe 
was not only cured of her Indifpofition, 
but alfo entered into a Marriage State. This 


Fact can be as yet attefted by her Sifter, - 


Jean Gouge, à Laundrefs in the Street cal- 
led Arbaletre, ia the Suburbs of Saint Mar- 
cel. 


About thirty-eight Years ago, a Woollen 


Draper of the Name of Huffon, having put 
his Son to a Nurfe, who lived pretty near 
Rheims, was foon after furprized with the. 
melancholy News of the Child's Death. But: 

as; 


b. 
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as he was refolved to have the Evidence of 
— his own Senfes for a Fact in which he was 

fo nearly interefted, he made the beft of his 
Way to the Place where his Son lay ready 
to be interred, and ordering the Coffin to 
be opened, found him not only alive, but 
alfo fo vigorous, that he furvived the Acci- 
dent twenty Years. 

— Mr. Mozet alfo informed me, that other 
Accidents of the fame Nature had happened _ 
at Rheims ; and it muít be owned, that the 
unaccountable Precipitation with which In- 

- terments are generally performed, renders 
what he faid more than probable. Now, 

aif a Multiplicity of Inftances evince, that 
many have had the good Fortune to efcape 
being interred alive,” it is juftly to be fuf- 
pected, that a far greater Number have 
fallen Victims to a fatal Confinement in 
their Graves. But human Nature is fuch a 
Slave to Prejudice, and fo tied down by 

the Fetters of Cuftom, that it is highly dif- 
ficult, if not abfolutely impoffible to put 
People on their Guard againft fuch terrible 
Accidents, or to perfuade thofe vefted with 
public Authority to take proper Meatunga 
for preventing them. 

The following Accidents bánpeui at 
Paris, and are ftrong collateral Proofs of the 
Uncertainty of the Signs of Death. A 
Perfon of Dittinction being feized with a 


Diforder which is daily cured, though it is. — 
D 5 x mortal 
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mortal in its own Nature, but always dif- 
covers approaching Death by previous 
Signs, was committed to the Care of a 
Phyfician of the Faculty, who at Night left 
his Patient in Danger, though not without 
Hopes of feeing him once more alive. Up- 
on his calling. next Day, however, he was 
rold that he was not only dead, but alfo laid 
out as fuch: The Phyfician, by no Means 
ftartled at this, affirmed, that it was abfo- 
lutely impoffible he could be dead, and ac- 
cordingly ordered the Cloth with which his 
Face was covered, to be untied, and his 
Body to be laid in Bed, which Meafures, 
in Conjunction with the Affiftance of pro- 
per Remedies, juftified the Affertion of the 
Phyfician, fince the Patient not only reco- 
vered from the violent Syncope which had 


impofed on the By-ftanders, but alfo lived 


feveral Years after the Misfortune. 

A Woman of the Name of Aubert, who 
lived in the Street called Chartiere, at the 
Image of St. Sebaftian, happening to be ex- 


. ceffively enraged at one of her Children, : 


fell into a Syncope fo profound, that fhe 
was not only thought dead, but alfo put in 
her Coffin, and laid before the Door of the 
Houfe: A Woman of the Neighbourhood 
however, imagining it impoffible that Zz- 
bert was really dead, prevailed upon the 
People of the Family to take the Coffin 
up Stairs again, and open it in the RARES 

o 
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- ef a Phyfician and Surgeon, the Yatter of 
whom, as I am informed, was called Chau- 
vet. Upon executing this Defign, the 
Body of Aubert was found all over warm, 
and her Countenance of a frefh and bloom- 
ing Colour: The Phyfician confidering thefe 
Circumftances affirmed, that fhe had not . 
been dead an Hour, and that probably her 
now irretrievable Fate might have been pre- 
- vented by Venefe&ion in the Beginning of 
her Syncope. 

A Porter who lived in the Street des La- 
vandiers, falling fick, was conveyed to the 
Hôtel Dieu, where, being foon after taken 
for dead, he was laid in a Grave along with 
fome other Perfons who had died in the 
fame Hofpital ; but returning to Life about 
Eleven o’Clock at Night, he tore the Cloth 
with which his Face was covered, got out 
of his Grave, and knocked at the Porter’s 
Lodge, where he readily found Admiffion: 
—., Mrs. Langlois, Wife to an Engraver and 
Image-maker in Saint Sames’s-Street, near 
the Street de la Parcheminerie, was laid out 
for dead, put in her Coffin, and conveyed 
to the Church : But during the Funeral 
‘Service fome Perfons perceiving a Motion 
in the Coffin, opened it, and. found the 
. Woman not only alive, but fo vigorous and 
- ftrong, that fhe lived a long time after. 

—-- About twelve or thirteen Years ago, a 
- poor Woman, who lived in the Street de 
Eu Boucheries, 


the following. 
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Boucheries, in the Suburbs of St. Germains, 
was taken for dead, and laid. out.as fuch, 
with a Wax- Candle lighted at her Feet, as 
is ufual on the like Occafions. Some young 


Perfons however happening to watch her, . 


were fonder of diverting themfelves than 
of bewailing the Death of their Acquaint- 
ance; accordingly, in the Courfe of their 
Mirth, they overturned the Wax-Candle 
on the Straw-bed on which the Woman lay: 
The Bed being dry, took fire fo fuddenly, 
that they could not preferve her from the 
Flames, the Violence. of which extorted an 
hideous Shriek from her. We may readily 
fuppofe, that an Accident fo unexpected, 
put an End to the Mirth of the young, Peo- 
ple, who all made their Efcape in the beft 
Mannér they could : But fome Perfons 
hearing the repeated Shrieks of the Woman, 
came to her Affiftance, fnatched her from 
the Straw-bed, ftopt the Progrefs of the 
Burning, and put her in a Bed. She then 
complained of an exceffive Cold ; for her 
Misfortuue happened in Winter ; but being 
duly warmed and properly treated, fhe re- 
covered fo thoroughly, that the has brought 
feveral Children into the World fince her 
Refurre&ion. 

Among the great Variety of Accidents 
of the like Nature that have happened in 
Great Britain, Y fhall only at prefent relate 


At 
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At Bafingfloke in Hamplhire, not many 
Years ago, a Gentlewoman of Character 
and Fortune was taken ill, and to all Ap- 
pearance died, while her Hufband was on 
a Journey to London. A Meffenger was 
- forthwith difpatched to the Gentleman who, 
returned immediately, and ordered every 
thing for her decent Interment. | Accord- 
ingly, on the third Day after her fuppofed 
Deceafe, the was buried in Holy Ghoft Cha- 
pel ac the Outfide of the Town, in a Vault 
belonging to the Family, over which there 
is a School for poor Children, endowed by 
-à charitable Gentleman in the Reign of 
Edward Vl. lt happened the next Day, 
that the Boys, while they were at Play, 
heard a Noife in the Vault, and one of 
. them ran and told his Mafter, who not cre- 
.diting what he faid, gave him a Box on the 
Ear, and fent him about his Bufinefs; but 
‘upon the other Boys coming with the fame 
Story, his Curiofity was awakened, fo that 
he fent immediately for the Sexton, and 
opened the Vault and the Lady’s Coffin, 
where they found her juft expiring. All 
poffible Means were ufed to recover her to 
Life, but to no Purpofe; for fhe in her 
Agony had bit the Nails off her Fingers, _ 
and tore her Face and Head to that Degree, 
‘that notwithftanding all the Care that was 
taken of her, fhe died in a few Hours in 
Anexprefüble Torment, => m 
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'The following Story is related by one 


Mr. William Toffach, à Surgeon at a Place 

called Alloa in Scotland, which I fhall give 
in his own Words, as the Reader may find 

them in the Edinburgh Medical Effays, Vol. 

V. p. 605. : 
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was left dead, 


¢ November 11th, 1732, éarly in the 
Morning, an ufual Steam was obferved to 
come out of a Coal-pit in this Neighbour- 
hood, belonging to the honourable Sir 
Fobn Schaw of Greenock, which the Peo- 
ple who went down to enquire the Caufe 
of it, found to be the Smoak of Coals. 
that lay about ten Fathoms from the Bot- 
tom of the Pit, and were fome Way or 
other fet on Fire in two Places. This 
Pit, and all the others which had, any 
Communication with it, were fhut up 
clofe, to fmother the Flame, and conti- 
nued thus fhut till December 3d, when 
they were all opened. The one, where | 
the Fire had been, fent out a moft nau- 
feous Steam, fo that No-body could come 
near it, except to the Windward. After 
fome Hours the Colliers and others ven- 
tured down by the Ladders into this Pit, 
which was thirty-four Fathoms deep ; 
but foon came running up, all panting 
and breathlefs ; they that came lateft, be- 
ing fcarce able to fpeak fo much as to tell 
that one of their Number, James Blair, 


* Two: 
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* Two Men who were no Colliers offered 
foon after to go down, and others, ani- 
mated by their Example, accompanied 
thém, and brought up the poor Man by 
Head, Shoulders, Legs, or Arms; their 
Hurry was fo great, they did not think 
how they carried him. When he came 
to the Mouth of the Pit, which was be- 
tween half an Hour and three quarters 
after he had been left in the Bottom of it 3 
two had him by the Arms, and two by 
the Feet, with his Back uppermoft. T 
made them immediately fet him down at 
a little Diftance from the Pit, turning him 
fupine. The Colour of the Skin of his 
Body was natural, except where it was 
covered with Coal-duít; his Eyes were 
ftaring open, and his Mouth was gaping 
wide; his Skin was cold ; there was not 
the leaft Pulfe in either Heart or Arteries, - 
and not the leaft Breathing could be ob- 
ferved : So that he was in all A ppearance 
dead. I applied my Mouth clofe to his, 
and blowed my Breath as ftrong as I 
could, but having neglected to ftop his 
Noftrils, all the Air came out at them s 
wherefore, taking hold of them with one 
Hand, and laying my other on his. 
Breaft at the left Pap, I blew again my 
Breath as ftrong as I could, raifing his 
f Cheft fully with it, and immediately I 
© felt fix or feven very quick Beats of the 
; is 2.5 Het 
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Heart ; his Thorax continued to play, 
and the Pulfe was felt foon after in the 
Arteries. I then opened a Vein in his 
Arm, which, after giving a fmall Jet, 


fent out the Blood in Drops only, fora . 


quarter of an Hour, and then he bled 
freely. In the mean Time I caufed him 
to be pulled, pufhed and rubbed, to affiít 
the Motion of his Blood as much as I 
could, wafhed his Face and Temples with 
Water, and rubbed Sal volatile on his 
Nofe and Lips. Though the Lungs con- 
tinued to play, after I had firft fet them 


in Motion, yet, for more than half an. 


Hour, it was only as a Pair of Bellows 
would have done, that is, he did not fo 
much as groan, and his Eyes and Mouth 
remained both open. 

« After about an Hour he began to 


yawn, and to move his Eye-lids, Hands - 


and Feet ; I then put Water, in which 
I had dropt fome Sal volatile into his 
Mouth, which he fwallowed, and caufed 


him to be carried into a Houfe hard-by, - 


where I fet him in a Chair reclining 
backward. In an Hour more he came 
pretty well to his Senfes, and could take 


Drink, but knew nothing of all that had - 


happened after his lying down at the Foot 
of the Ladders, till his awaking as it were 


"jn the Houfe. 
* Within 
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€ Within four Hours he walked home, 
and in as many Daysreturned to his Work, 
but complained for a Week or two of a 
violent Pain in his Back, which I believe 
was owing to the Way of carrying him up 
out of the Pit. 
© Lady Schaw, Mr. Bruce of Kennet, and 
the Reverend Mr. Thomas Turner, and 
feveral other Gentlemen, with three or 
four hundred People of the Neighbour- 
hood, were Witneffes to what I have now 
falated. 

* [mutt fubmit to better Judges to deter- 
mine whether the Experiment I made ufe 
of was the Means of faving the Man's Life 
on whom it was tried ; it is at leaft very 
fimple, and abfolutely fafe, and therefore 
there can be no Harm, if there is not an 
Advantage, in making it publick.? 

Dr. Cheyne, in his Englifh Malady, p. 
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307, gives us the following furprizing and © ~ 


fingular Cafe, which very well deferves a 
Place here, as it cannot fail of being very 
entertaining to the Reader. We fhall make 
ufe of the Dodtor’s own Words, 

* Colonel Town/bend, a Gentleman a 
© excellent natural Parts, and of great Ho- 
* nour and Integrity, had for many Years 
* been afflicted with a Nephritick Com- 

plaint, attended with conftant Vomitings, 
* which had made his Life painful and mife- 
ET rable, During the whole Time of his IIl 
d : * nefs, 
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nefs, he had obferved the ftricteft Regi- 


men, living on the fofteft Vegetables and 
lighteft Animal Foods, drinking Affes 
Milk daily, even in the Camp; and for 
common Drink Briffo Water, which, 
the Summer before his Death, he had 
drank on the Spot. But his Illnefs in- 
creafing, and his Strength decaying, he 
came from Briftol to Bath in a Litter, in 
Autumn, and lay at the Bell-Inn. Dr. 
Baynard and 1 were called to him, and 
attended him twice a Day for about the 
Space of a Week, but his Vomitings con- 
tinuing {till inceffant, and obftinate a- 
gainft all Remedies, we defpaired of his 
Recovery. While he was in this Condi- 
tion, he fent for us early one Morning 3 
we waited on him, with Mr. Skrine his 
Apothecary ; we found his Senfes clear, 


and his Mind calm, his Nurfe and feveral | 


Servants were about him. He had made 
his Will, and fettled his Affairs. Hetold 
us, he had fent for us to give him fome 


Account of an odd Senfation he had for . 


fome Time obferved and felt in himfelfs 
which was, that compofing himfelf, he 
could die or expire when he pleafed, and 


yet by an Effort, or fome how, he could — 


come to Life again; which it feems he 
had fometimes tried before he had fent 
for us. We heard this with Surprize 5 
but as it was not to be accounted for 
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from now common Principles, we could 
hardly believe the Fact as he related it, 
much lefs give any Account ofit; unlefs 
he fhould pleafe to make the Experiment 
before us, which we were unwilling he 
fhould do, left in-his weak Condition, 
he might carry it too far. He continued 


to talk very diftinétly and fenfibly above 


a quarter of an Hour about this (to him) 
furprizing Senfation, and infifted fo much 
on our feeing the Trial made, that we 
were at laft forced to comply. We all 
three felt his Pulfe firft: It was diftinét, 
though fmall and thready ; and his Heart 


had its ufual Beating. He compofed 
himielf on his Back, and lay in a ftill 


Pofture fome Time; while I held his 
right Hand, Dr. Baynard laid his Hand 
on his Heart, and Mr. Skrine held a clean 
Looking-Glafs to his Mouth. I found 
his Pulfe fink gradually, till at laft I 


could not feel any, by the moft exact 


and nice Touch. Dr. Bayard could not 
feel the. leaft Motion of his Heart, nor 
Mr. Skrine the leaft Soil of Breath on the 
bright Mirror he held to his Mouth; 
then each. of us by T'urns examined his 
Arm, Heart, and Breath, but could not 
by the niceft Scrutiny difcover the leaft 
Symptom of Life in him. ‘We reafoned 
a long Time about this odd Appearance 
Iii 6 as 
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as well as we could, and all of us judging 
it inexplicable and unaccountable ; and 
finding be ftill continued in that Condi- 
tion, we began to conclude that he had 
indeed carried the Experiment too far, 
and at laft were fatisfied he was actually 
dead, and were juft ready to leave him. 
This continued about half an Hour, by 
Nine o'Clock in the Morning, in Autumn. 
As we were going away, we obferved 
fome Motion about the Body, and upon 
Examination, found his Pulfe and the 
Motion of his Heart gradually returning : 
He began to breathe gently and fpeak 
foftly : We were all aftonifhed to the laft 


. Degree at this unexpected Change, and 


after fome further Converfation with him, 
and among ourfelves, went away fully 


fatisfied as to all the Particulars of this 


Fact, but confounded and puzzled, and ° 
not able to form any rational Scheme | 
that might account for it. He after- 
wards called for his Attorney, added a 
Codicil to his Will, fettled Legacies on. 
his Servants, received the Sacrament, and. 
calmly and compofedly expired about five: 
or fix o'Clock that Evening. Next Day 
he was opened, (as he had ordered 3) his: 
Body was the foundeft and beft made I. 
had ever feen ; his Lungs were fair, 
large and found, his Heart big and! 

,: Krong;, 


* ftrong, and his Inteftines fweet and clean 
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his Stomach was of a due Proportion, the 
Coats found and thick, and the villous 
Membrane quite entire. But when we . 
came to examine the.Kidneys, thougb 
the Left was perfectly found and of a juft 
Size, the Right was about four Times as 
big, diftended like a blown Bladder, and 
yielding as if full of Pap; he having 
often paffed a wheyifh Liquor after his 
Urine, during his [linefs, Upon open- 
Ing this Kidney, we found it quite full of 
a' white chalky Matter, like Plaifter of 
Paris, and all the flefhy Subftance dif. 


folved and worn away, by what I called 


a Nephritick Cancer. This had been the 


Source of ali his Mifery ; and the fym- 


Ptomatick Vomitings from the Irritation 
on the confentient Nerves, had quite 
ftarved and worn him down. I have 


‘Narrated the Facts, as I faw and obferved 
them deliberately and diftinétly, and 


fhall leave to the Philofophick Reader to 
make what Inferences he thinks fit; the 
Truth of the materia] Circumftances I will 
Warrant.’ 


Though I had refolved to confine my- 


felf to the Narratives hitherto related, yet 
the Singularity and Truth of the follow- 
ng Hiftories, whofe moit effeatial Circum- 
lances I fhall only recount, will fufficiently 
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apologize for the Infertion. The firft oc- 
curs in the eighth Volume of Caufes celebres 
€9 intereffantes, where it is told without a 
Date, but cloathed with a Train of fuch 
moving Circumftances, that it cannot fail 
at once to convince the Judgment of an 
important Truth, and warm the Heart with 
the moft noble Sentiments of Friendfhip and 
Humanity. 

Two Merchants living in the Street of 
Saint Honorius, were connected with each 
other by the moft facred and inviolable 
Ties of Friendfhip, pofieffed of equal For- 
tunes, and concerned in the fame Branch of 
Trade. ‘The one had a Son, and the other 
a Daughter, nearly of the fame Age. The 
frft Sentiments which made the Daughter 
fenfible that fhe was capable of Love, alfo 
convinced her that her Heart belonged to. 
the Son, who in his Turn was no lefs at- | 
tached to her This reciprocal Inclination | 
was encouraged and kept up by frequent 
Vifits, authorifed by both Fathers, who: 
with Pleafure obferved the Difpofitions of” 
their Children exactly fuited to the Inten- 


© tion they had of rendering them Hufband' 


and Wife. Accordingly, a Marriage was; 
juft about to be concluded between them,, 
when a rich Collector of the King's Reve- 
nues made his Addreffes to the young Lady’ 
asa Lover. The delufive Charms of a fu-- 

æ perior: 


the Stens of Drarr. 71 
perior Fortune foon induced her Parents to 
change their Refolution with refpect to their 
Neighbour's Son; and the Lady's Aver. 
fion to her new Lover being furmounted by 
her filial Duty, fhe married the Collector, 
and, like a virtuous Woman, difcharged 
the young Gentleman whom fhe loved 
rom ever {éeig her again. The Melan- 
choly brought on by an Engagement fo fa- 
tal to her Happinefs, threw her into a Dif 
Order in which her Senfes were fo locked 
up, that fhe was taken for dead, and inter. 
red as fuch, 

We may readily fuppofe that her firft 
Lover was not the laft Perfon who heard 
he melancholy Accounts of this Accident. 
But as he remembered that fhe had before 
en feized with a violent Paroxyfm of a 
~ethargy, he flattered himfelf that her late 
Misfortune might poflibly be produced by 
he fame Caufe, This Opinion not only 
lleviated the Excefs of his Sorrow, but, . 
fo, induced him to bribe the Grave-Dig- | 
er, by whofe Affiftance he raifed her from 
er Tomb, and conveyed her to a proper 
hamber, where, by the Ufe of all the Ex. 
*dients he could poflibly imagine, he hap- 
ly reftored her to Life; ir» 

The Lady, probably, was in no Ímall 
onfternation when fhe found herfelf in à 
ange Houfe, faw her darling Lover fiting 
her Bed, and heard the Detail of all e 
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had befallen her during her lethargic, Pa- 
roxyfm. lt was no hard Tafk to make her 
entertain a grateful Senfe of the Obligations 
fhe lay under to her Deliverer. The Love 


- {he had alwa;s bore him, proved a moving | 


and pathetic Orator in his Behalf ; fo that 

when fhe was perfectly recovered, fhe july. - 
concluded that her Life belonged to him 
who had preferved it; and to convince him 
of her Affe&ion, went along with him into 
England, where. they lived for feveral Y ears, 


- fuperlatively happy in ali the tender Endear- 


ments of mutual Love. 

A bout ten Y eàrs after, however, they went 
to Paris, where they lived without any Care. 
to conceal themielves, becaufe they imagined. 
that No-body could ever fufpe& what had 
happened. But, as Fortune is too often an! 
implacable Enemy to the moft fincere andi 
rapurous Love, the Colle&or unluckily met: 
his Wifein a public Walk ; where the Sight! 


of her w: \|-known Perfon made fuch a ftrong! 


Impreffion on his Mind, that the Perfuafiom: 
of her Death could not efface it : For this: 
Reafon, he not only accofted her, but alío,. 


notwithftanding the Difcourfe fhe ufed im 


order to impofe upon him, parted from heri 
fully perfuaded that fhe was the very Wo» 
man to whom he had been married, and for 
whofe Death he had gone into Mourning. 

- As the whimfical Nature of this Even 
cloathed the Lady witha Set of Charms: 


whicl 
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which the Collector never before imagined 
her to be Miftrefs of, he not only difco- 
vered her Apartments at Paris, in Spite of 
- all the Precautions fhe had taken to conceal 
- herfelf, but alfo claimed' her as his Spoufe 
before the Court authorized to decide in fi- 
milar Cafes, 

In vain did the Lover infift upon the 
Right he had 7o ber, refulting from the Care 
he had taken of ber. To no Purpofe did 
Be reprefent, that without the Meafures 
taken by himfelf the Lady would have been 
rotting in her Grave; that his Adverfary 
had renounced all Claim to her by orderin 
her to be interred ; that he might juftly be 
arraigned as a Murderer for not ufing the 
. Precautions neceffary to afcertain her Death, . 
-and a thoufand .other Reafons fuggefted by 
Love, which is always Ingenious, where it 
is fincere. But perceiving that the Court 
was not like to prove favourable to him, he 
refolved not to {tay for its Decifion, and ac- 
cordingly made his Efcape along with the Lee 
Lady to a foreign Climate, where their Lover? à 
continued facred and entire till Death 'con- 
veyed them to thofe happy Regions, where 
Love knows no End, and is confined within 
no Limits. EU 

The following Accident, tho? accompa- 
nied with lefs affecting Circumítances, is 
yet an equally ftrong Proof .of thé Unéer.. : 
tainty of the Signs of Death, and equally 
Neri TUB . authentic ; _ 
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authentic ; for I have the Account of it 
from the before-quoted Mr. d’Egh, who 
has heard the greateft Part of it about thirty 
Times related by the very Woman to whom 
it happened. 

Mr. Devaux, a Mafter-Surgeon of Saint - 
Cofme, who lives in Saint Antony’s-Street, 
had in his Family two Servant-Maids, one 
of whom, called Mary Ifabeau, was three 
Times carried from her home in order to be 
interred, and the third Time did not difco- 
ver that fhe was alive, till the Bearers were 
letting her down into the Grave. The 
Habit, however, fhe had contracted of coun- 
terfeiting the State of the Dead, in order to 
impofe on the Judgment of the Living, in- 
fpired her Friends and Acquaintance with fo 
much Difidence, that when fhe really died, 
they were unwilling to run the Rifk of a 
fourth Miftake ; for preventing which they 
* kept her fix Days before they interred her. 

Bhonius, in the firft Differtation of the 
Appendix to his Treatife of the Reports. 
concerning mortal Wounds, relates the two 
following Facts. | 
edn the Year 1619, a young Woman, 
who was no Model of Chaftity, had the 
Misfortune to bring a Daughter into the. . 
World in a Meadow near Torgaw. In or- 
der to conceal the Infamy of her Character 
from the Public, fhe interred the Fruit of 
her Body alive: But the Judge een 
| formed 
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formed of her Crimé, ordered the Grave to 


be opened, where the Infant was found alive. P 


This Fact is fufficiently vouched by the cri- 
minal Procefs raifed agaiaft the Mother on 
that Account. | di 

An Accident of a fimilar Nature hap- 
pened in the Year 16745 for two young 
Perfons, whofe criminal Amours had ren- 
dered them ‘the Parents of a Daughter, 
"wrapt her up in Linen and Woollen Cloths, 
and interred ber in a Pit about a Foot deep 
made in a Barn: After throwing a little 
Earth over the Body, 'they covered it with 
dome Bottles of Oat-Straw, imagining that 


thefe Precautions were fufficient to fecure 


the Honour of the Mother. But the fla- 
grant Crime was foon difcovered, and the 
Infant who had fuffered fo much from a 


falfe Point of Horiour, raifed alive, feven 


Hours after its Interment ; by which unex- 
pected Circumftance the Parents were freed 
at once from the imputation of Murder, 
and the Punifhment due to that» barbarous 
Crime. | | 

Theíe inhuman Parents, who had, as they 
thought, expofed their own Offspring to in- 
evitable Death, and confequently committed 
Murder, in the ftri&eft Senfe of the Word, 
ought no doubt to have fallen unlamented 
Victims to impartial Juftice, and only owed 
their Lives to a Defect of Rigour, or rather 
a Want of Equity inthe Laws of their Land. 


But, 
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But as moral Reflexions do not belong to 


D the Province of a Phyfician, I fhall ‘confine 


myfelf to the phyfical Confequences which 

may be juftly drawn from thefe Hiftories. 
From thefe Facts then, it is fufficiently 

obvious, that a Perfon may live for feveral 


Hours without Refpiration, fince in the fe- 
«cond Accident the Infant was found ahve 


feven Hours after its Interment. And tho’ 
Bhonius does not fpecify how long the Infant 
mentioned in the firft Narrative was confined 
to its Grave; yet it is highly probable, that 
° M 

it muft have remained confiderably longer 
in that wretched Situation, fince, before a 


Report could be given in, before the Judge 


could run thro’ all the Formalities requifite 


on fuch Occafions, and before the neceffary 


Searches could be made, more than feven 
Hours muft ccelo have paffed. And 


what renders this Conjecture ftill more; pro- | 


bable, is, that by precipitating their Pro- 
cedure, they could hardly fuppofe they could 
come in time enough to refcue the Infant 
from its Grave with any Degree of remain- 


to believe that the Gr Infant was interred 


longer than the fecond, and may confe- 


ing Life. We have, therefore, juit Reafon 


quently afk, why a Perfon may not live the: 


double of that Time in the like Situation ? 


Such a Progreffion would carry us farther: 
‘than we, perhaps, imagine ; fince the Con-- 


ditions neceflary to the Prefervation of. Life: 
are: 


aT + 
#. : the Sicns of Dsara. jd 


| E 
are hitherto a Myftery, which, for ought 
we know, will never be cleared up. 

Numerous Hiftories of fimilar Refurrec- 
_ tions might be collected: But either the Cu- 
rious or Incredulous may, for their farther 
Satisfaction, have Recourfe to the Medicinal 
Obfervations of Foreftus, thofe of dmatus 
Lufitanus, the Chirurgical Obfervations of 
William Fabri, the Treatife of Levinus Lem- 
"iu; on the fecret Miracles. of Nature, the 
Obfervations of Scbenkins, the Medico-Legal 
Queftions of Peter Zacchias, Albertinus Bot- 
tonus’s Freatife of the Diforders of Women, 
Terill’s Treatife on the Caufes of fudden 
Death, Lancifi’s Treatife concerning fudden 
Deaths, and Korumann’s Vreatile on the Mi- 
racles of the Dead: But tho’ thefe Authors 
furnifh us with a great Variety of the moit 
palpable and flagrant Inftances of the Un- 
certainty of the Signs of Death, yet I can- 
not help relating two Accidents which hap- 
pened, the one to Vefalius, and the other of 
a nearly fimilar Nature to another celebrated 
Anatomift, T. 
o (2.). Andreas Vefalius, facceffively firft 
Phyfician to Charles the Fifth, and his Son 
Philip the Second of Spain, being pertuaded 
that a certain Spani/h Gentleman, whom he 
had under his Management, was dead, afk’d 
Liberty of his Friends to lay his Body open. 
But his Requeft being granted, he had no 
fooner plune’d his Diffecting-Knife in the 
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Body, than he obferved the Signs of Life 
in it; nor could he be miftaken in this Con- 
je&ure, fince upon opening the Breaft, he 
faw the Heart palpitating. The Friends of 
the Deceas'd, prompted by the Horror of 
the Accident, not only purfued Ve/alius as 
a Murderer, but alfo accus'd him of Im- 


‘piety before the Inquifition. As the Fact. 


was notorious, the Judges of that unrelent- 
ing Tribunal inclined that he fhould fuffer 
as a Murderer. By the Authority, how- 
ever, or rather by the Intreaties of the King 
of Spain, he was refcued from the threatning 
Danger, on Condition he would expiate his 
Crime by undertaking a Voyage to the Holy 
Land. Upon the Death of Fallopius, the 
Senate of Venice invited him to fucceed that 
great Anatomift. With this View he em- 
barked, but was in his Voyage, thrown, by 
a violent Storm, into the Ifland of Zante, 
where having wandered fome Days in the 
Defarts, and fuffered the laft Extremities of 
Hunger, he at laft died in a deplorable 


Manner for want of Relief, on the 15th of — 


Oéober 1:64, and in the fifty-eighth Year 
of his Age. 

The Account of the Accident which be- 
fell the other Anatomift, is taken from Te- 
_ villi, and runs thus. | 

A Lady of Diftinétion in Spain, being 
feized with an hyfteric Suffocation, fo vio- 
lent, that fhe was thought irretrievably dee ; 

| er 
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her Friends employ d a celebrated Anatomitt 
to lay open her Body, perhaps with a Defign 
: to difcover the Caufe of her Death. Upon 
the fecond Stroke of the Knife fhe was rous’d 
from her Diforder, and difcovered evident 
Signs of Life by her lamentable Shrieks, ex- 
torted by the fatal Inftrument. This me- 
lancholy Spectacle ftruck the By-ftanders 
with fo much Confternation and Horror, 
that the Anatomift, now no lefs condemn'd 
and abhorr'd, than before applauded and 
-extoll’d, was forthwith oblig’d to quit not 
only the Town, but alfo the Province in 
which the guiltlefs Tragedy was acted. Hig 
Efcape was neceffary, not only to prevent 
the Reproaches with which he was loaded, 
but alfo to preferve his Life, now expos'd 
to Danger rather by his Misfortune than by 
his Fault. But though he quitted the now 
difagreeable Scene of the Accident, a ground- 
lefs Remorfe prey'd upon his Soul, till at laft 
a fatal Melancholy put an End to a Life | 
whofe Calamities could only terminate with 
itfelf. ds | 
_ As Accidents of this Nature are not only 
melancholly in themfelves, but alfo pro- - 
duétive of the worft of Confequences to 
thofe in whofe Hands they happen, fo we 
cannot ufe too many Precautions in convin- 
cing ourfelves of the Death of any Perfon, - 
before we attempt the opening, of his Body ; 
for it is not to be fuppofed, that two fo ce- 
: I4 lebrated 
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lebrated Anatomifts as thefe now mentioned 
plunged their Knives in the Bodies of the 
fuppofed dead Perfons without a fufficient 
revious Scrutiny ; nor is it at all probable 
that Vefalius, who attended the Spami/b 
Gentleman through all the Stages of his 
Diforder, wanted Reafons to believe him 
dead, both from the prognoftic and diag- 
noftic Signs of that State; and if that 
great Man was impofed upon by thefe 
Signs, it is but modeft and reafonable we 
fhould not confide too boldly in their Cer- 
tainty. I fhall not, however, derogate too 


much from thefe Signs, nor diveft them of . 


thofe Advantages which really belong to 
them, ‘ I know, fays Ce/fur, that if fu- 


« ture Death is to be foretold by certain. 
** Signs, fome may afk how it comes a- 
<¢ bout, that Patients given over as dead 


* by their Phyficians, fometimes recover, 
“6 and that fome have even returned to Life 
«* in the very Time of their Funerals ?"" 
Before I give a direct Anfwer to this Ob- 
jection, it is proper to obferve, that a Pa- 


tient given over by his Phyficians is only a — 


Subject in whom is obferved an unlucky 
Concurrence of the Signs, which prognofti- 


, 


cate a quick approaching Death ; for fo | 


long as there are any Remains of Hope, it 
is not only the Duty, but alfo the Honour 
and Intereft of the Phyfician, to afford his 
Affiftance cheerfully. Ce//us however fully 

anfwers 
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anfwers the Objection i in the following Man- 


ner: 
*^ Medicine is a conjectural Art, and fuch 


..** js the Nature of Conjecture in general, 
:** that what fucceeds moft frequently, may 


“a 
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** ces. It is therefore by no Means reafon- 
** able abfolutely to diveft that of Credibili- 
** ty, which hardly proves fallacious once 
-.** in a thoufand Times; fince there is no 
** Comparifon between the Succefs and the 
** Error. What I affert is not only appli- 
* cable to the Signs of Death, but ought 
** alfo to extend to Marks and Prognoftics 
** of the falutary Kind; for Hopes are, 
<< fometimes deceitful, and thofe Patients 
* frequently die, for whofe Lives the Phy- 
** fician would have anfwered in the Begin- 
** ning of their Diforders," —— — But it is 
certain, (which ought to be carefully adverted 
to) that the Signs of Recovery or Death, are 
far more fallacious and defective in Acute, 
than in Chronical Diforders * 

It is not without Reafon, that I intreat 
the Reader to pay a due Regard and At- 


5 tention 


* Acute ties dere are fuch as of their own Na- 
tures terminate fpeedily either in the Death or 
Recovery of the Patients, as Defluxions of the 
Breaft, Pleurifies; and Small-Pox ; whereas Chro- 
nical P. are fuch as of their own Natures 
eontinue a long Time on Account of the Obfti- 
nacy of their Caufes, as a Dropfy, a Scurvy, and 
pray. 


yet prove fallacious in particular Inftan- 
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tention to the Obfervations of Celfus ; fince 
the Patients whofe Hiftories we have already 
related, may be faid to have been cut off 
by acute Diforders ; for tho’ fome of them 
have been attacked by Difeafes habitual, and 
confequently chronical of their own Natures, 
fuch as the Hyfteric Suffocations ; yet thefe 
Indifpofitions have Intermiffions fo perfect, 
or Remiffions fo confiderable, that every 
one of their Paroxyfms ought to be looked 
upon as a particular Difeafe, which, confi- 
dered in this Point of Light, is certainly an 
acute Diforder. This Truth is fo evident, 


that every one who has but the leaft Ac- 


quaintance with the Healing Art, makes an 
infinite Difference between thefe habitual 
Diforders which return by Paroxyfms, and 
a Phthifis produced by an Ulcer of the 
Lungs, or a Dropfy brought on by an Ob- 


ftruction of the Vifcera. And a Perfon | 


mutt even be a fagacious thinking Phyfician 
before he can know the Reaíon why thefe 
different Diforders are claffed among thofe 
of the chronical Kind. 


(3.) If Perfons are rarely interr'd alive, j 


they ftill more rarely have the good Fortune 
to be taken from their Graves before it is too 
late. Butas Life is of ineftimable Value, it 


is neceffary we fhould propofe the Meafures 


proper for recalling to Life, or rather to a 
durable Life, thofe taken from their Graves, 
tho’ during a whole Century, ora full longer 
| : Tract 
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- Tract of Time, we fhould only preferve a 
fingle Perfon, or tho’ we fhould only be able 
by thefe Meafures to prolong Life for fome 
- Hours; fince judicious Perfons are fenfible, 
that a few Hours of additional Life are fome- 
times of the laft Importance, both with re- 
 fpect to the Concerns of this World and that 
which is to come. | 
On Suppofition then, that a Perfon was 
taken from the Grave, the Coffin, the Wa- 
ter, or from any other Situation in which 
the Defe& of refpirable Air fhould neceffa- 
riy produce a Suffocation, it would be no 
better than murdering him, fuddenly to ex- 
. pofe him to the entire Action of the Atmo- 
- fphere, for that Fluid entering precipitately 
into the Thorax, produces in the V effels of 
the Lungs a Dilatation, which, inftead of 
facilitating the Paflage of the Blood through 
that Organ, produces a frefh Obftruction in 
it; becaufe the Action of the Heart is not 
ftrong enough to furmount the Refiftance - 
which the Air makes to the Paffage of the 
Blood: And this muft the more inevitably 
happen, becaufe the Lungs in fuch a State 
become flaccid, which is the unavoidable 
Fate of all Fibres deprived of the Influx of 
the Spirits, which neceffarily depends on the 
free Paffage of the Blood through the whole 
Body, and the Velocity of its circular Mo- 
tion. The Precaution, therefore, mentioned 
by Pechlin, of wrapping Perfons taken from 
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the Water in Blankets, is highly proper, and 
excellently fuited not only to this Species of 
Suffocation, or Privation of Refpiration, but 
alfo to all others, as is obvious from the Ex- - 
ample of the Francifcan, whofe Fate laid a 
Foundation for thefe Obfervations. 

But it is not fufficient to guard fuch Per- 
fons againft the rude Impreffions of the Air, 
fince it is alfo requifite they fhould only be 
permitted the free Ufe of that Fluid by De- 
grees. | 

As the Decreafe of the Circulation is ne- 
ceflarily fucceeded by a proportionable Di- 
minution of Heat, fo it is juftly to be ex- 
pected, the Bodies of Períons fuffocated, 
or deprived of Refpiration, have loft the 
ereateft Part of that Warmth, which is fo 
neceffary to the Support of Life: For this 
Reafon it is abfolutely neceffary they fhould 
be warmed. But it would be equally per- : 
nicious fuddenly to expofe them at ‘once to - 
the Firé;*or precipitately to exhibit Medi- - 
cines, which by the Volatility of their Prin- 
ciples might produce a Rarefaction of the 
Blood. Itis far more fafe and prudent to. 
begin by: gradually augmented Frictions of 
the Extremities with warm Cloths, than all 
at once to expofe fuch Perfons to the Fire, 
or call in the Affiftance of volatile Medi- 
dines, both of which may be fafely though 
_. gradually ufed, when the Circulation is fo 
d reftored, 
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reftored, that their bad Effects are no longer 
to be feared. | 
- Thefe Precautions are founded on a phy- 
fical Reafon, which tho' fuficiently known 
to Phyficians, may yet afford new Pi-afure 
and Entertainment to Readers of another 
Clafs. . [^ 
The Bloed of the Vena Cava difcharges 
itfelf into the right Auricle of the Heart, 
whofe Contraétion forces it into the right 
Ventricle, which in its Turn contracting it- 
felf, propells the Blood into the pulmonary 
Artery. That thefe Operations may be per- 
formed, it is neceffary the Quantity of Blood . 
difcharged into the right Auricle fhould not 
overpower its Action, that the contractile 
Force of the right Ventricle fhould be fuffi- 
cient to propel the Blood into the pulmonary 
Artery, and that in this Artery there fhould 
be nothing to obftruct or oppofe the Diftri- 
bution of the Blood which ought to be made 
in it. Now, according to this Doctrine, 
the Contraction of the right Auricle and 
Ventricle are in fuch Cafes extremely weak- 


ened, fince thefe Mufcles partake of the Re- d] 


laxation of all the Syftem of the Fibres ; 
and we have elfewhere fhewn, that the 
Lungs are collaps’d, and confequently op- 
pofe the free Circulation of the Blood, or its 
free Diftribution through themfelves. If, 
therefore, in affording Affiftance to Perfons 
in this wretched Situation, we fhould preci- 
b. f, | pitately 
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pitately convey too quick a Motion to the 
Blood, we fhould by that very Procedure 
produce invincible Obftacles to its Circula- 
tion, and confequently make the Means of 
recalling Life fubfervient to the Production 
of irretrievable Death; for the exceffive 
Quantity of Blood which enters the right. 
Auricle, will overpower and furmount the 
weak Force which refiftsit. Befides, though 
this Auricle had contractile Force enough to 
convey the Blood into the Heart; yet the 
Action of. that Mufcle will not be fufficient 
to propel the Blood into the Lungs, or at 
leaft to furmount the joint Refiftance made 
by the collapfed State of the Lungs, and 
the Air compreffing their Blood-Veffels. 
The Precautions, therefore; we have pro- 
pofed, are not only highly proper and ex- 
pedient, but alfo abfolutely neceffary and in- 
difpenfible. | 
It is needlefs to obferve, that when the! 
Circulation begins to be ‘carried on freely, 
we may reduce it to its natural State by: 
means of Cordials and anti-apoplectic Re-- 
medies; though thefe, and efpecially the: 
latter, as having moft Energy, ought to be: 
ufed with the utmoft Caution in the Be- 
inning: Nay, l am of Opinion that the: 
fafeft Method is totally to abftain from thes 
anti-apopleétic Medicines, and to begin with: 
the mildeft Cordials, whofe moft energetic: 
Parts being diffolved in a large Quitar of 
ome 
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fomé proper Vehicle, may more infenfibly 
mix themfelves with the Blood, and confe- 
quently produce their Effects more flowly, 
’ Tis, however, neceffary to obferve, that 
| the fame Danger is not to be dreaded from 
the external Ufe of the molt efficacious Re- 
‘medies. Thus we need not hefitate to ap- 
ply Topics to the Temples, the Noftrils, 
the Wrifts, the Pit of the Stomach, and all 
the Parts where the Arteries lying near the 
Surface of the Body, are expos’d to their 
Action and Influence : And, as the mem- 
branous Parts are none of the leaft confi- 
derable Inftruments of the feveral Motions 
 perform'd in the Body, a Very particular 
Regard ought to be had to them. F rictions 
then of the Hands and F eet, as well as the 
Applications of fpirituous Medicines to thefe 
Parts, are extremely ufeful ; for though the 
Propriety of this Practice could not be fhewn 
by Reafons drawn from Anatomy and Phy- 
fiology, yet we might be convinc'd of it by 
the Obfervation of Mr. Deventer, who or- - 
ders Frictions with Hair-Bruthes to be made 
onthe Soles of the¥eee of fuch new-born 
Children as difcover no Signs of Life, in 
order to reftore the Circulation of the Blood, 
which is the Foundation or firft Beginning 
of it. dd | 

Mr, Deventer, ’tis true, does not in this 
Cafe advife the Application of fpirituous 
Medicines to thefe Parts: But as every one 
E e VAT D. knows. 
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knows that thefe Remedies, as well ag all 


other Liquors, penetrate the Surface of the 
Body, and enter the Cavities of the Veffels, 
their external Application muft neceflarily 
produce a very happy Effect. Befides, this 
Method of ufing fpirituous Medicines is of 
all others the fafeft, both becaufe their Mix- 
ture with the Blood is not fo quick as when 
they are exhibited internally, and becaufe 
the Parts to which they are applied are moft 
remote from the Center. 

When Perfons are taken from the Water, 
itis almoft the univerfal Practice to hang 
them by the Heels, in order, as it is pre- 


tended, to make them throw out the Water: 


they have fwallowed : But this Method is 
not entirely ufelefs, but alfo conduces very 
much to deftroy the fmall Remains of Life 
which may poffibly be left ; for the Water 


fwallowed by a drowning Perfon defcends 


into the Stomach, and not into the Cavity 
of the Thorax, as is obvious from laying 
open fuch Perfons ; fo that the Water fwal- 
lowed cannot prevent their Recovery. For 


the Truth of this I have the Evidence of my — 


own Senfes; fince, being plunged under 
Water, I opened my Mouth three times for 


Air, and each time fwallowed a Mouthful of | 


Water, which produced no other Senfation 
than that excited by the Liquors which I 


commonly fwallow ; a manifeft Proof that 


the former went the fame Way with the lat- 
ter. Sine ! | It 
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It will poffibly be objected, that this may 
happen fo long as the Perfon retains a Senfe 
“of his State and Condition, tho’ not after- 
wards. But as the Water is hindered from 
entering into the Arteria Trochea and Lungs 
by a mechanical Effort, in which Reafon 
has no Share, fo the Lungs may in this 
State be compared to an empty Bottle plun- 
ged in Water, into which the Fluid does 
. not enter, becaufe the Air it contains refifts 
its Accefs ; and this the rather happens, be- 
caufe the Motion of the Breaft, deftined to 
attack the Air, at that Time totally ceafes, 
and confequently nothing forces the Water 
to enter and fill up its Place. 

Thus, the Practice of hanging by the 
Heels is not only entirely ufelefs, but alfo 
greatly conduces to deftroy the Remains of 
Life, which may poffibly be left; for by 
fuch a Sufpenfion, the whole Column of 
Blood conveyed to the Heart by the inferior | 
Vena Cava will neceffarily. prefs upon that 
conveyed by the fuperior Vena Cava, where - 
the Blood being interrupted in its Courfe, 
regurgitates into the Jugular Veins, and con- 
fequently into the Head, where, by its Quan- 
tity and Weight, it retards the Motion of 
the Spirits, whofe free Progrefs is abfolutely 
neceflary to reftore the Circulation of the 
Blood, on which Life d&oends. 
>. It 1s alfo to be obferved, that one of the 
moft efficacious Expedients for reftoring to 
AE Life 
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Life fuch as have been hanged or fuffocated, 
is to ufe Venefeétion without Delay, efpe- 
cially in the Parts moft proper to relieve 
the Head, fuch as the Ankles for Inftance, 
and the Jugular Veins. Mr. Sylva advifes 
to the former, and Mr. Tralles to the latter : 
But I fhall not give the Preference to one | 
above the other, till my own Experience 
fhall authorize my Determination. | 
The Ufe of Venefe&ion in fuch Cafes 
muft be fufficiently obvious to every one, 
who confiders that hanged Perfons die of an 
Apoplexy of the bloody Kind, and not for 
want of Refpiration, or as is commonly 
thought, on Account of a Repletion and 
choaking up of the Breaft by Blood ; for 
when fuch Perfons are laid open, the Breaft 


is found almoft entirely void of Blood, and 


the Brain extremely inflamed, both which 

Phenomena are highly agreeable to the Laws | 
of the Circulation; fince the Heart produ- 
cing a Contraction of the internal and external | 
Jugular Veins confequently hinders the 
Blood from defcending, whilft at the fame 
Time the ftrong Membranes of the Arteries 
conveying the Blood to the Head, hinder 
them from being equally compreffed ; fo 
that the Blood continuing to afcend, without. 
the Liberty of defcending, muft confequent- 
ly be colleéted in too large a Quantity in the 
Brain, and there form an Apoplexy of the: 


bloody Kind. The Breaft, on the contrary, 
contains: 
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contains but little Blood, becaufe the Air, 
whofe Egrefs is hindered by the Rope, di- 
lates itfelf fo confiderably, as to elevate the 
Ribs in a very perceptible Manner: Now. 
this Air cannot dilate itfelf fo ftrongly with- 
out at the fame Time compreffing the Mem- 
branes of the Pulmonary Veffels, which in 
Coníequence of this Circumftance cannot 
contain their ufual Quantity of Blood. 
. (4) Kirchman is of Opinion, that Cel/us 
hete {peaks of a Treatife wrote by Democri- 
tus, and, entitled, rrePY “annoy, concerning 
the Want of Refpiration. This Work was 
compofed on Account of the Tale of a 
certain Woman, who returned to Life after 
having continued feven Days without the 
leaft Signs of it: Other Authors, fuch as 
Galen, Pliny, and Diogenes Laertius, afcribe 
the fame Production to Heraclides of Pontus, 
who lived long after Democritus. But, with- 
out deciding this Controverfy, it is certain, 
from the Treatife itfelf, that the Phyficians 
of the earlieft Ages knew, that there were 
Diforders which fo locked up, or deftroyed 
the external Senfes, that the Patients labour- 
ing under them appeared to be dead. Ac- 
cording to Mr. /e Clerc, in his Hiftory of 
Medicine, ** Diogenes Laertius informs us, 
** that Empedocles was particularly admired 
** for curing a Woman fuppofed to be dead, 
* tho’ that Philofopher frankly .acknow- 
* ledged that her Diforder was only & Suf- 
Bu © focation 
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** focation of the Matrix, to which he gave 
** the Name “ame, a Greek Word, figni- 
** fying without Refpiration, and affirmed, 
** that the Patient might live in that State 


€ for thirty Days.” 


Mr. le Clerc, in the Work already quoted, 
tells us, that ** Heraclides of Pontus wrote 
* a Book concerning the Caufes of Difeafes, 


* which the Patient is without Refpiration, 
*- (megs ris äme) in Which he affirmed, that in 


** this Diforder the Patient fometimes con- 


*€ tinued thirty Days without Refpiration, 
"fo that he appeared dead in every Re- 


SSefpect, except the Corruption of the 


*« Body.” 


and. another concerning the Difeafe in 


To thefe Authorities we may add that of 


Pliny, who, after mentioning the lamentable 
Fate of Aviolavand Lamia, affirms, ** ''hat 


** fuch is the Condition of Humanity, and” 


** fo uncertain the Judgment Men are capa- 
** ble of forming of Things, that even Death 
** itfelf is not to be trufted to.” 

Colerus, in Oeconom. Part VI. Lib. xvii. 


fap. 113, Obferves, ** That a Perfon as yet! 


not really dead, may for a long Time re- 


* main apparently in that State, without! 
** difcovering the leaft Signs of Life; and. 
this has often happened in the Times of ' 


cc 


** the Plague, when a great many Perfons 


interred have returned to Life in their 
** Graves. Authors alío inform us, that 


ee 
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** the like Accident frequently befalls Wo- 
“men feized with a Suffocation of the 
; 5 Matrix."' 

Forefius, in Obf... Med. L. xvii. Obf. 9. 
informs us, ** That drowned Perfons have 
** returned to Life after remaining forty- 
** eight Hours in the Water, ; and fome- 
** times Women buried during a Paroxyfm 
** of the Hyfteric Paffion, have returned to 
‘ Life in their Graves; for which Reafon 
** it is forbidden by the Laws of fome Coun- 
** tries, to bury the Dead fooner than feven- 
** ty-two Hours after their Death.^? 

.. This Precaution of delaying the Interment 
of Perfons thought to be dead till feventy- 
two Hours after their. Deaths, is of a very 
ancient Date, fince Dilberus, in Tom. L. | 
Difput. Philol. obferves, that Plato ordered 
the Bodies of the Dead to be kept till the 
third Day, i order to be fatisfed of the 
Reality of the Death. Now, from the Hi- 
ftories already related, we may judge whe- 
ther this Precaution, tho’ more prudent than 
the Conduct of a great many others, is yet 
fufficient to afcertain the Death, | 

(5.) Tho’ in this and fome other Paffages 
Mr. Winflow informs us, that we may thro? 
Inadvertence take thofe who are really dead 
to be alive ; yet we are not for this Reafon 
to run the Hazard of interring living Per- 
fons, through a culpable Precipitation ; fince 
T 2 this 
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this very Error is a Reafon fufficient to au- 
thorize Delay till all our Doubts are réfolv’d. 
» This Obfervation of Mr. Winflow is found- 
ed upon an Hiftory related by Lanci/i in dr. 
de Morb, Subit. Lib. y. Cap. 16. where that 
Author tells us, that a certain Phyfician of 
Rome, happening to be prefent when a Per- 
fon of the higheft Diftinétion at Court died 
fuddenly, after Lancifi had given him over, 
he, to the great Surprize of the whole Fa- 
mily, and efpecially of his Brother Phyfician, 
who could not enough admire his Folly, af- 
Grm’d that the dead Perfon was ftill alive, 
becaufe his Pulfe was perceptible. ** The 
** ignorant Fool, continues Lencif, was not: 
*€ fenfible that the Pulfation he afcribed to 
.. ** the dead Body, was only that of his own 
«* Fingers, with which ftrongly prefling the 
€ Wrift of the dead Perfon, which was dry 
€ and lean, he hindered his own Blood, . 
€ which was in an highly fervid State, from, 
* paffing from his Arteries into his Veins, | 
« by which Means augmenting the Action 
« of the Blood in the Extremities, he alfo 
« jncreas’d the Pulfation of the Arteries | 
< Jodg’d in them.’’ Such a Blunder, as 
Lancifi obferves, muft neceffarily render the 
Healing Art contemptible in the Eyes of. 
thofe who are not able to diftinguifh be= 
tween her genuine and fpurious Sons. | 
(6.) The Vibrations of the Arteries re- 


femble thofe of the Strings of an Inftru- 
| ment ; 
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ment; the larger the String is, the more 
lenfibleits Vibrations are. The Stroke of 
the Bow on the largeft String of a Violin 
renders its Vibrations not only perceptible 
by the Touch, but alfo vifible by the Eye. 
And the Vibrations of the large Strings of 
the Counter-Bañe are fo ftrong, that Gloves 
are neceffary in order to play upon that In- 
itrument ; whereas ’tis quite otherwife with 
the Treble Strings, efpecially of the Violin, 
where the fhort and flight Strokes of the 
Bow produce only a fimple Undulation. 

The Vibration, then, or Pulfation of an 
Artery, confiderable for the Largenefs of its 
Diameter, and confequently for the Thick. 
neís of its Membranes, is very fenfble ; 
whereas that of the arterial Extremities is 
almoft entirely loft, and the Pulfation is felt 
in an intermediate Degree in the Middle of 
the Artery. Hence it follows, that the Vi- 
brations of the carotid and crura] Arteries 
muft be ftronger than thofe of the Artery 
lodg’d inthe Wrift, that fituated between 
he Thumb, and thofe called the temporal 
Arteries, The crural and carotid Arteries 
may therefore afford Signs of the Circula- 
ion, when the others ceafe to furnifh any 
arks of it. For this Reafon tis common- 
‘faid, that the Pulfe of dying Perfons 
fcends ; for in thisState, the Pulfe of the 
Nrift is fubjeét to the following Alterations, 
hich I carefully obferved in à Perfon near 
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Death, Firft [- perceived a great deal of” 
Frequence, tho’ the Pulfations were di-. 
ftinguifhable from each other. Soon after: 
they became fo quick, that it was an hard 

Tafk to find the Intervals between them, 
and at laft a fimple Undulation fucceeded 3; 
which happening, at a critical Hour for fick: 
Perfons, induced me to prognotticatea quick: 
approaching Death, which, however, con-- 
trary to all Appearances, was deferred till! 
next Day, the Circulation being in fome: 
Meafure reftor’d. In thefe Circumftances,, 
the Pulfe whofe Motion is almoft infenfible: 
in the Wrift may be perceived, by afcend-- 
ing along the Fore-Arm when the Artery iss 
fo fituated that it may be felt, or when the: 
Extenuation of the Patient readily ex potes: 
itto the Touch. But it is to no Purpofe to» 
feek for the Pulfe above the Flexure at the: 
Elbow, fince the Artery is there too far from 
the Surface to render its Vibrations fenfible., 
This Circumftance has, no doubt, laid ai 
Foundation for a common, though erro-- 
neous Opinion, among the Vulgar, thatt 
when the Pulfe afcends to the Flexure ofi 
the Elbow, the Patient is paft Recovery. 
If this Doctrine is not univerfally true, it! 
has at leat fome Foundation in Reafon 3; 
fince "tis certain from what has been faid,. 
that the Circulation muft be extremely lan- 


guid when it is not perceived in an Artery 
for 
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fo confiderable as that of the Arm at the 
Flexure of the Elbow. — j 
But tho’ the Motion of the Artery fhould 
. hot evince the Reality of the Circulation, 
. yet we are not from the want of the former 
‘to infer the Non-exiftenee of the latter, fince | 
- all that Reafon authorizes us to conclude, 1S, 
“that the Vibrations of the Artery are per- 
haps become fo fhort and flight that they 
efcape the Touch. A Circumftance, which, 
‘though fufficient to evince a highly preter- 
natural State, can never amount to an Infal- - 
ible Proof of Death. 
5 (7) In this Paflage, Mr. Winflow only 
[peaks of that Refpiration which is per- 
‘form’d in the free or open Air. But be- 
fides the Hiftories related from Pechelin of - 
'two Períons, one of whom returned to Life 
‘after remaining fixteen Hours in the Wa- 
ter ; and the other, after he had continued 
‘in it for at leaft forty-two Days, fince Pe- 
- chelin fays he was found in thefeventh Week 
“after he was drown'd; and befides the al- 
ready quoted Obfervation of Foreftus, with 
refpect to Perfons who have revived after … 
they had been forty-eight Hoursin the Wa- — 
ter, Naturalifts fpeak of celebrated Divers, 
who haveremaineda confiderable Time un- 
der Water without lofing either their Life 
or their Vigour. | 
It would be a Tafk both curious and ufe- 
ful, to examine whether, and in what Man- 
E F 05 2 RD 
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"ner Refpiration has been carried on in thefe 
different Perfons; orif it has not fubfifted, 
how the Circulation has continued without: 
‘its Affiftance. 
- [t has been always thought, that in fuch. 
Cafes Refpiration is not quite loft, tho” there: 
is neither in the human Body, nor thofe of: 
other Animals, any Organ adapted to at-: 
tra&tand receive the Air, which is copioufly! 
‘mixed with the Water... It has therefore: 
‘been fuppofed, that the Circulation is ini 
fuch Perfons performed in the fame Manner: 
it is in the Foetus, whichis, that the Blood! 
"which enters the Right Auricle of the Heart: 
paffes alfo in a great Meafure through ani 
Aperture, which communicates between it: 
and the Left Auricle, whence it is convey’dl 
into the Left Ventricle; and that the re-- 
maining Blood of the Right Auricle, which: 
has not pafs’d thro” the Aperture of Com-- 
munication, commonly called the Foramen, 
‘ovale, is forced into the Right Ventricle,, 
whence it is exprefs'd into the Pulmonary 
Artery, which for want of Air, oppofing: 
itfelf to its Paffage, forces it to take its: 
Courfe into the Aorta, which is performedi 
by Means of a Canal of Communication 
berwecen thefe two Veffels, commonly call di] 
the Arterial Canal. | 
"Tis in vain to oppofe this Do&rine, by; 
faying that fuch a Circulation becomes im-- 
poffible in Adults; becaufe the Arterial on | 
nal 
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nal isin them changed into a Ligament, and 
 becaufe the Valve which fhutsthe Foramen 
ovale adheres to its Margins; for we are 
here {peaking of a preternatural State, at 
Jeaft with refpe& to Adults, or rather of 
an Exception from the general Rule. But 
if it is true, that after the Birth of the In- 
fant the Arterial Canal fo changes its Pofi- | 
tion, thatits Orifice, which opens into the 
Pulmonary Artery becomes higher than it 
was before the Foetus refpired, becaufe the 
Lungs, when dilated by the Air, draw that 
Orifice upwards, which is the Reafon that 
the Blood enters no more into it, and that 
the Canal itfelf has its Sides fo collaps'd and 
fhrivel'd up, asto be changed into a Liga- 
ment: This is, no doubt, a confiderable 
.. Objection againft the Continuation of the 
Circulation in Adults in the fame Manner. 
it is performed in the Foetus, 

But the Difficulty is ftill greater, if the 
Remark of Mr. Chefélden on the Foramen 
ovaleis true ; for he affirms, that this Fora- 
men 1s almoft never open either in Adults or 
in amphibious Animals, and adds, < That 
** if it was, it could never be of the fame 
** Ufe to thefe Animals under Water, as it 

** isto the Foetus in the Uterus, unlefs the - 
| © Arterial Canal was alfo open.” If we 
- admit all thefe Principles, we mutt necefla- 

rily conclude, that a Perfon may for fome 
Time live without TRUM The Ex. 


2 ample 


100 The UNCERTAINTY OF 

‘ample of amphibious Animals which remain 
whole Days under Water, and confequent- 
ly without Refpiration, renders this Doct- 
rine probable aecording to the Principles of 


Mr. Chefelden. From what has been faid, 


_ we may in the fecond Place conclude, that 


the Way or Road of the Circulation in thefe _ 


Circumftances is as yet unknown, or that 
the Circulation may remain fufpended with- 
out its: being neceffary that Death fhould 


- follow. 


*Tis not, however, reafonable to con- 
clude, from the Obfervations already made, 
that in no Adult the Circulation can be per- 
formed in the fame Manner as in the Foetus ; 
for tho’ it fhould be granted, that there is 


generally fuch a Change of Pofition in the 


Orifice of the Arterial Canal, which opens 
into the Pulmonary Artery ; yet there may 
_be Exceptions from this general Rule, and 
particular Inftances are fufficient for our 
Purpofe. Befides I fee no Reafon why, 
tho? the Arterial Canal fhould make an ob- 


tufe Angle with the Heart of an Adult, . 


whereas it formed an acute Angle in the 
Foetus, this Pofition of it fhould hinder the 
lood, which finds a Difficulty in paffing 


thro” the Pulmonary Artery, from return- | 
ing towards the Orifice of the Canal, fince. 
this is the only Paffage which prefents itfelf, — 


that of the Heart being clofely fhut up Bi 
| the 
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the Valves, which prevent the Return of 
ivhe Blood, ^. | | | | 

It will, no doubt, be objected, that this 

.. Canal is generally changed into a Ligament 
| by the Adherence of its Sides, in Confe- 
quence of which it becomes ufelefs: But f 
anfwer, firft, that I only contend for parti- 
cular Exceptions from the ordinary Laws 
of Nature; and fecondly, that I am as 
much authorized to believe that the Arterial 

Canal may remain open, as that the Navel- 
String continues in that State; and it is 
fufficiently known, that this Canal fome- 
times difcharges a confiderable Quantity of 
Blood, when it has the Misfortune to be 
wounded.  Befides, it is not always candid 
to conclude the Non-exiftence of a thing, 
becaufe we never faw it, 

Tam not certain, whether Mr. Chi/elden 

"is abfolutely in the right, when he afferts, 
that tho’ the Foramen ovale. remain'd open - 
in amphibious Animals, it would be of no 
— Ufeto them, unlefs the Arterial.Canal was 
alfo open; fince it is fufficient for fuftain- 
ing the Circulation, that the Foramen ovale 

allow a Part of the Blood conveyed into 

the Right Auricle to pafs into the Left Ven- 

tricle ; for the Blood of the Right Ventricle - 

may pafs intothe Lungs, and return to the - 

Left Auricle, In order toeftablifh this Af- 
fertion in Oppofition to Mr. Chefélden, I 
need only mention what he himfelf fays of 
Eo. the 
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the Blood of the Foetus, which. is, thatit paffes: 
into the Pulmonary Artery in a Quantity: 
fufficient to keep its Veflels open. Now it: 
cannot be fuppofed, that the Condition of al 
Perfon who has refpired, is worfe than that: 
of a Feetus; on the contrary, the Lungs off 
the former being always more dilated, fince: 
they never totally difcharge the Air afterr 
its firft Entrance into them, muft of courfe: 
afford a freer Paffage for the Blood: This: 
will appear ftill more probable, if we ob- 
" ferve that the Circulation becomes flow im 
Proportion as the Reípiration is renderedi 
difficult ; and perhaps from this Obferva- 
tion we may account for the Continuation ofi 
an infenfible Perfpiration, without having: 
Recourfe either to the Arterial Canal or the: 
Foramen ovale. | 
(8) The Paffage taken by Lancifi, from 
the eighth Book of Quintilian, and quoted! 
by Mr. Winflow, firft induced me to read! 
various Treatifes on the Funeral Ceremo-- 
nies, not only of the Ancients, but alfo off 
different Nations among the Moderns, im 
order to know whether they- ufed any Pre-- 
cautions to afcertain the Death of thofe fup-- 
pofed to be dead: and if they did, whatt 
thefe Precautions were. I fhall therefore: 
give an Abftra& of what I have read im 
thefe Treatifes ; in the Execution of which: 
Defign, if every thing faid has not a direétt 
Relation to the prefent Subject, yet it will! 
not: 
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not only amufe, but alfo inftru& the Read- 
er, and convince him of the Truth of what 


- Quenftedt fays, when he affirms, that with 
-refpe& to the Mannersand Times of Inter- 


mentthere are as many various Cuftoms as 
there are Nations. | | | 
As no Principle in the human Breaft is 


- more prevalent and univerfal than the Love 


of Life, we might reafonably think, that 
Mankind would negle& no Methods of 
preferving that ineftimable Treafure. But 
fo inconfiftent is human Nature with itfelf, 
that if we were to form an Eftimate of 


things from the general Conduct, we fhould 


conclude Lifetobea mere Trifle not worth 
the keeping. This is fotrue, that a chime- 
rical, and often a ridiculous Point of Ho- 
nour, the moft brutal and unmanly Plea- 
fures, the moft unaccountable and unrea- 


- fonable Cuftoms, and even the molt defpic- 


able Thingsare preferred to Life, univerfal- - — 


-. ly accounted the greateft of Bleffings. But 
that we may not deviate from our Subject, 


we fhall now briefly enumerate the Cuftoms 


- of various Nations with refpect. to Inter- 


ments, after having obferved, that in this 


Point the Greek Philofophers were of diffe- 


rent Opinions; for Heraclitus, who main- 


- tained that every thing was made of Fire, 


ordered the Bodiesof the Dead to be burn'd ; 
Thales ordered them to be laid in the 


Earth, becaufe every thing ought at laft to 


return’ 
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return to the univerfa] Principle, which ac- 
cording to him was Water ; and Democritus, 
who believed the Refurrection, ordered 
them to be. preferved in Honey. 

The antient Perfians ufed but few Cere- 
monies on this Occafion ; for as foon as any 
Perfon was thought dead, his Body was 
forthwith expofed as a Prey to the Mercy 
of ravenous Animals: And this Cuftom was 
held as facred as any peculiar to that People. 
When the Body was quickly devoured, it 
was accounted an honourable Circumftance 
for the furviving Family ; whereas its long 
Continuance was thought to carry fomething 
infamous in it, fince the Animals defpifed 
1t fo much that they would not feed upon it. 
"This Cuftom, however, did not always fub- 
fit in Perf, fince, in fome Periods of 
Time, they interd the Bodies of their 
Dead, but never burnt them. Cicero in- 
forms us, that they covered their dead Bo- 
dies with a Cruftof Wax; and ’tis fufficient- 
Jy evident, that their Intention by this Pra- 
étice was only to preferve themfelves from 
being infected by the noxious Exhalations 
arifing from them. It was for the fame 
Reafon, according to Herodotus, that the 
Scythians ufed the like Practice, and that the 
ZEibiopians covered their dead Bodies with 

. Plaifter; for different Methods have been 
ufed in order to attain the fame End. Thus 
Salt, Nitre, Cedar, Afphaltus, Honey, 

| ME Myrrh, 
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Myrrh, and Baums, have been employed to 
the like Purpofes; as alfo Quick-lime, - 

| which, according to Galen, in Tr. de Med. 
i Simp. Facult. Lib. 9. dries very powerfully, 
. without corroding when frequently wafh'd, 

As the modern Perfians are Mabometans, 
they interr their Dead in their Mofques 

“without any remarkable Ceremonies, 

As foon as any Períon dies among the . 

Turks, they wafh his Body, fhave off his 
Hairs, and wrap him up in a Sheet, foak'd 
- firft in Soap-water, and then in Rofe- water. 
_ After this they lay him out at his full Length 

in a Bier, and interr him. 

The Chinefe allo interr their Dead, after 
having put them in Coffins, and conveyed 

them to the Grave with lamentable Shrieks.. 

But tho’, as will afterwards appear, fuch 

Lamentations were in fome Countries infti- . 

tuted with a political View; yetin China 
they feem only to be the natural Expreffions: 
of intenfe Grief and Sorrow. 

The fame may be faid of the Cuftom of 
the Americans, whofe Lamentations are ex- 
treme, when a young Pérfon dies; mo- 
derate when one of a middle Age is cut off 3, 
and fo tranfitory as hardly to teftify the 
fmalleft Degree of Sorrow, when old Per- 
fons fall the Victims of Death. 

. The Inhabitants of /Mfexico and Mechua- 
can embalm’d and burnt the Bodies of their | 
prea, at leaft thofe of their Kings, whole: 


F 5: : Funerals, ae 
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Funerals were performed with incredible 
Pomp and Solemnity. Bnt 1 cannot deter- 
mine whether their Method of Embalming 
was the fame with ours, or whether it re- 
fembled that of the Hebrews, which we fhall 
afterwards defcribe. | 
The Inhabitants of Fapan interr them 
with the moft exalted Demonítrations of 


| Joy and Satisfaction ; and as they are thus 


tranfported to fee their Friends releafed from 
Life, and fet at Liberty from all its Mife- 


ries, "tis by no’ means probable that they. 


fhould ufe any Pains to recall to this World 


:thofe whom they fuppofe Death has con- 


veyed tothe other. .- 
~The Inhabitants. of Moldavia wafh the 
Bodies of- their Dead, and interr them with 


- great Lamentations. . 


Some Nations wafh’d the Bodies of their 
Dead, probably with a View to the greater 
Decency and Cleanlinefs ; tho’, as will af- 


 terwards appear, other Countries ufed the 


fame Praétice with quite different Inten- : 


tions. 
The Inhabitants of Greenland have a 


‘mighty frugal Method of difpofing of their 
Dead : for after dragging them out of the . 
‘Caves in which the piercing Cold of the 


Climate obliges them to live, they expofe 
them to be indurated by the Froft; a Me- 


{mall Degree of Life which may poffibly 
diu vcn eM remain 


- thod excellently calculated to deftroy the - 


WC 
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- in a Body apparently dead. This Country 
muft, no doubt, abound with Statues, tho? | 


not of the Coloffal Kind. - 
_ -Among the Tartars, the Methods of dif- 
+ pofing of the Dead have been various at dif- 
ferent Times, fince, during one Period, 
they hung up the Bodies upon Trees, inor- 
— derto be rendered hard; and during an- 
- ether, eat them, at leaft fuch of them as 
. were far advanced in Years. But the moft 
common and univeríal. Cuftom was to in- 
terr them. Among this People there was 


no Diftinétion made, except with refpect to. 
their Kings,, whom they embalm'd in the 


ordinary Manner.. 


- The antient Inhabitants of the Balearian 


Hands, now called Majorca and Minorca, 


covered the Bodies of their Dead with an 


. Heap of Stones. But this Ceremony was 


preceded by an Operation, which, accord- 


ing to the Method in which it was per- 


form'd, might be ufeful either in afcertain- 


ing Death, or putting an infallible End to 
Life, if any Degree of it {till remained. 
'This Operation confifted in cutting the Bo- 
dy into fmall Portions, which were put into 
-alarge Pitcher. Now ’tis fufficiently obvi- 


ous, that the Method of conducting this 
Operation rendered it irretrievably mortal, 


or proper to recall the Dead to Life ; for if 
they begun by cutting off the Head, or by 


giving fome Wound in itfelfmortal, Death 


Was 


[2 
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was then the neceffary Confequence ; where- 
as the Operation, when gently begun on one 
of the Extremities, might by the Pain have 
recall’d the Perfon to Life, if he was not 
totally dead. | 

The Maffagete, Dervifes, and Effedons 


.. €at the Flefh of their decrepit old Men a- 


long with Mutton. The Dervifes ftrangled 
their Women, and interr'd them, afterthey | 
were feverity Years of Age. The Zffedons 
expofed the Bodies of fuch as died of any 
Difeafes to the Mercy of ravenous Beafts, 
The Ca/pians did not embrue their Hands 
in the Blood of their Neighbours, butexpo- 
fed Perfons above feventy Years of Age to 
the wild Beafts of the Defarts. If a Tranf- 
ereffion of the Laws of Truth is in any 
Cafe pardonable, thé Concealment of Age 


- was certainly excufeable in a Country whofe . 


Inhabitants were fo fhock’d at the Infirmi-- 
ties of fuperannuated Nature, that they 
invented fuch barbarous Methods to pre- 
ferve thofe they loved from them. . Thefe 
Cruelties recall to my Mind two Lines of 
the celebrated Corneille, when fpeaking of 
the Daughters of Pelias, whofe Motives, 
however, Were very different from thofe of 
the Ca/pians. 


A Force de Pitié ces Filles inbumaines — 
- De leur Pere endormi vout épuifer les Veines. 


The 
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The Hircanians kept Dogs for devouring 
their Dead, which were for that Reafon 
called Sepulebral Dogs. The Werians ex- 
_ pofed the Bodies of the Dead to Vultures - 
and the Iclitbiopbagi, a People who lived 
on nothing but Fifh, threw their Dead into 
.the Lakes and Rivers; imagining that it 
.. was but equitable to reftore them that Nou- - 
_rifhment they had received from them ; or | 
perhaps they were induced to this Practice 
by the. Hopes of rendering the Fifh they 
| were afterwards to ufe, fatter, and more fit 
for the Purpofes either of Nourifhment or 
Luxury. The Lotopbagi threw their Dead 
into the Sea; butthe Hyperboreans thinking 
it more noble to meet Death, than patiently 
to wait for his Attack, threw themfelves 
headlong into the Sea when they were wea- 
ry of Life. The Colchians usd no Me- 
thods to abridge the Period of Life, which 
is generally thought too fhort already ; but 
when it was ended, they fhut up the Bodies 
of the Dead in Bags of Leather, which they 
hung upon the Trees, TN | 
I might here give an Account of the Fu- 
neral Ceremones usd by a great many. 
other Nations; but as the Authors I have 
confulted only inform us, that they either 
interred or burned the Bodies of their Dead, 
I hall proceed to fpeak of thofe Countries 
whoie different Practices feem to have fome 
Signatures or Traces of the Truth I intend 
to 
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to eftablifh; or at leaft appear calculated to 
guard againft burying Perfons as dead, be- 
fore they are really deprived of Life. 

'The Method, then, of embalming ufed 
by the Egyptians, wasa Kind of chirurgical 
Teft, with refpect to the State and Condi- 
tion of the Perfon fuppofed to be dead s; 
. for they firft opened the Abdomen, from. 

- which they took the Inteftines ; thence they. 

. afcended to the Thorax, which they alío 
laid open, tho’ without difplacing its con— 
tained Vifcera, which they only wafhed. 
Then, according to Muretus, they extracted 
the Brain, by means of an Inftrument in- 
troduced thro’ the Nofe, and afterwards: 
filled all the Cavities of the Body with Aro-- 
matics, more or lefs coftly according to the 
"Condition and Circumftances of the Family 
to which the Deceas‘d belonged. 

But notwithftanding the Authority of 
Muretus, it muft be owned, that, confider-- 
ing the Configuration of the Cranium, it is 
hard to conceive how the Subftance of the : 
Brain could be extracted from it in this Man- 
ner. The Perfons employed in embalming, ' 
were by publick Authority appointed for 
that Purpofe. But what is furprizing 15, 
that it became cuftomary to throw Stones at 
the Embalmer, as foon as his Work was 
over; which, if we may believe Muretus; 
was owing to the Horror with which the By- - 
"ftanders were ftruck upon fceing this Sine 

ie 
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of Cruelty exercifed on their Friends and 
Relations. Éí : 
|... Af thefe Stones were thrown in earneft, 
. we may juítly fuppofe that it was no eafy 
_ Matter to find Embalmers, fince ’tis far . 
. from being agreeable-to run a Rifque of 
. lofing Life feveral Times a Day in the Dif 
. charge of a Public Office. Befides, the 


^. Friendsand Relations of the Deceas'd might 


have prevented this Sentiment of Horror, 
by abfenting from the mournful Spectacle 
. which produced it. But ’tis more probable, 
_ that the Cuftom of infulting the Embalmers 
arofe not fo much froma pretended Horror 
. excited by an imaginary Piece of Cruelty, 

- as from this Circumftance, that feveral Per- 
fons fuppofed to bedead difcovered Signs of 
 Lifeunder their Hands. And this Con- 
… jecture is ftrengthened by the fame Muretus, 
who tells us, that Perfons were embalmed - 
as [oon as they were thought to be really 
dead. But whether this Cuftom of Em- 
. balming proceeded from a Principle of 
. Refpe& to the Deceas'd, or a Fund of Va. 


 nity in his furviving Friends, "tis certain 


that it prevented the Interment of fuch 


as werealive, and render'd fuch Deaths as 
were before dubious, certain and unexcep- 
tionable. PUE | 
The Inhabitants of Florida, perhaps, with 
. 2s little Defign to afcertain Death, as the 
Egyptians, ufed a Method, which, though 
B different 


‘ 
4 
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different, was yet equally proper to difeover 
the Truth: For, according to Muretus, as 
foon as any Perfon died in Florida his Body 
was expofed to a large Fire, and turned 
nowand then from one Side to the other; 
in order to dry it; then they cloathed it in 
the richeft Habits they could afford,. and: 
kept it, like a Piece of Statuary, in a Niche: 
made for that Purpofe in the Wall of the 
Houfe. 

Tho’ this Cuftom, no doubt, proceeded’ 
from Tendernefs and Refpect, yet it is. 
equally certain, that expofing the Body to: 
the Fire was an infallible Method of difco-- 
vering whether it hadany Remains of Life 
init or not. 

The Funeral Ceremonies ufed in the Ca- 
vibbee Iflands are ina great Meafure con- 
formable to Reafon: For they wafh the 
dead Body, and after having put it into the 
fame Pofture with that of an Infant in the: 
Uterus, wrapt up ina Cloth, they then be- 
gin. their Lamentations,. which ate inter-- | 
mixed with comical Difcourfes made to the | | 
dead Perfon. They talk to him of every: ' 
Object or Circumftance which they fuppofe 
capable of making him in Love with Life; . 
fuch as his Wife, “his Children, his Riches, 
the Offices he bore, and the Veneration that 
was paid him ; and each of thefe Details is. 
followed by a Repetition of thefe Words, — 
How comes it then that thou baft died? They 

i 4 fpeak 
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fpeak to him for Inftance, according to 
_ Muretus, in the following Manner; ‘ You | 
… * could have lived very comfortably, fince 
you wanted neither Manioc, nor Potatoes, 
nor Bananoes, nor Ananas; How comes it 
then that you bave died? You' was very 
** confiderable in the World, fince every 
one both efteemed and honoured you; 
How comes it then that you bave died ? 
Your Relations carefs’d you, did all they 
‘ could to preferve the Serenity of your 
** Mind, and allowed youto want for no- 
** thing; How comes it then that you bave 
** died? You was neceffary to your Coun- 
.** try, you had fignalized yourfelf in ma- 
ny Battles, and you was the Man who 
** fcreen'd us from the Infults of our Ene- 
.** mies; How comes it then that you bave | 
Se died ?" Thus they expoftulate with the 
. Dead, in a Strain fuited to his particular 
Situation and Character during Life. 

When the Lamentations are over, they 
place the Body on a fmall Seat, in a Grave 
about four or five Feet deep, and for ten 
Days prefent Aliments toit, intreating it to 
eat; then, convinced that it would neither 
€at, nor return to Life, they for its Obfti- 

 nacy throw the Victuals on its Head, and 
cover up the Grave. | 

? Tis certain, that it would be more rea- 
fonable to have the Body at home laid out 
at its full Length, than to huddle it up in 


& 
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a Grave; but notwithftanding this Over- 
fight, it isevident from the Practice of this 
People, that they wait fo long before they 
cover the Body with Earth, expecting that: 
it will return to Life, and this Expe&a- 
tion is undoubtedly founded upon Experi-. 
ence ; fince they have had Inftances of Per-- 
_fons recalled to Life by thefe Meafures, 
which are ftill the lefs exceptionable, becaufe- 
Cold, which in fome other Countries would 


| prove mortal, is unknown in that Climate. 


Thefe Lamentations, as we fhall thew’ 
when we come to fpeak of the 7ews and. 
Romans, are neither fo unreafonable nor: 
ufelefs as fome may imagine. But what is: 
itill more furprizing is, that according to» 
Meletetus, quoted by Quenftedt, the antient: 
Pruffans ufed fimilar Lamentations ; as al-- 
fo the Inhabitants. of Servia, according to: 
Busbeque, in the Hiftory of his Embaffy 
into T#rky. *Tis certainly hard to deter-- 
mine, why Cuftoms of fo particular a Na-- 
ture could prevail in Countries fo diftant andi. 
remote from each other, whilft the fmalleft | 
Traces of them were not to be found in the: 
adjacent Nations. 

The Thracians, according to Herodotus, 
kept their Dead only for three Days, at the: 
End of which Time they offered up Sacri- 
fices of all Kinds, and, after bidding their 
la(t Adieu to the Deceafed, either burned or” 
interred their Bodies, 


According: 
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 . According to Quenftedt, the antient Raf- 
 fians laid s Body of the dead Perfon naked 
+ ona Table, and wafhd it for an Hour with - 
- warm Water. Then they put it intoa Bier, 
. which was fet in the moft public Room of 
the Houfe. On the third Day they con- 
vey'd it to the Place of Interment, where 
the Bier being opened, the Women em- 
^ braced the Body with great, Lamentations. 
Then the Singers fpent an Hour in fhouting 
and making a Note, in order to recall it to. 
Life ; after which it was let down into the 
- Grave, and covered with Earth. So that. 
this People ufed the T'eft of warm Water, 
that of Cries, and a reafonable Delay, be- 
fore they proceeded to the Interment. 
. Quenfiedt alfo informs us, that in a cer- 
tain City of the Eat, called Sachion, the 
 Inhabitants keep their Dead without Inter- 
ment, fometimes for feven Days, fome- 
times fora Month, and fometimes for ten 
Months, in which Cafe they fhut them up 
in Coffins, or Boxes, in order to prevent 
the difagreeable Smell which they would 
otherwife diffufe. 

Tho’ the Funeral Ceremonies. laft men- 
tioned feem to evince, that the People who 
ufed them intended, by their Means, to fa- 
tisfy themfelves of the Reality of Death, 
before they proceeded to Interment; yet I 
bave endeavoured to difcover whether the 
| Prabtices of the moft confiderable Nations 

con- 
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contained any Scrutinies or Tefts of a fimi- 
lar Nature. With this View I had recourfe 
tothe Laws and Hiftory of the Zews, but 
was greatly furprized'to find only one Re- 
gulation with Refpect to Interment, in the 
21ft Chapter of Deuteronomy,, where the 
Jewi/h Legiflator alfo orders Perfons hang’d 
to be buried the fame Day. | 

"Tis hard to difcover the Reafons why 
Mo/fes is fo filent with refpect to the Fune- 
ral Ceremonies, of his Country, that even 
fome of the Jews themfelves find fault 
with their Law on this Account; for we 
cannot fuppofe that the Unerring Spirit by 
Which Mofes was gnided, would have Wer- 
got an Affair of fuch Importance aSWMe. 
Difcovering whether Perfons were really 
dead; or not. We may therefore reafonably 
conclude, that the Funeral Ceremonies of 
the 7ew;, as handed down from Adam, 
were fo perfect and unexceptionable, as to 
require no Reformation or Change. 

Gierue and Quenftedt have, however, from | 
the Hiftory of the Fews, colleéted the fol- | 
lowing Particulars with refpeét to the Fune- | 
ral Ceremonies of that People. 

As foon as a Perfon was dead, they clos’d 
his Eyes, tied up his under Jaw with a File : 
let, and cut off his Hairs, ftopp'd the Ori- 
fices from which the Excrements are dif- 
charged, wafhed the Body, perfumed it, | 

wrapped 
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wrapped it in a Shroud, and put it in a 
© Bier. | | 
— Gierus obferves, that it was the Office of 
the neareft Relation to fhut the Eyes, which 
however, was thought Homicide when 
performed before the Perfon was certainly 
_ dead ; becaufe in Circumftances where Life 
"depends on fo little, the flighteft Motion is 
fufficient to extinguifh the fmall Remains 
of it. 

We have already obferved that they per- 
fum'd the Bodies, but not embalm'd them, 
by which we mean an Operation in a great 

Meafure fimilar to that we defcribed when 
_we were {peaking of the Egyptians ; where- 
vas the embalming of the Fews was only an 

external Application of Perfumes. This is 
evident from Yobn, Chap. xix. ver. 40. Where 
"tis faid, They took the Body of Fefus and 
wound it in Linen Cloths, with ihe Spices, as 
the Manner of the Jews is to bury. Ano- 
ther equally ftrong Proof of this Truth 

may be drawn from the Words of our Sa- 

viour, recorded in Matthew, Chap. xxvi. 

ver. 12. For in ibat fhe hath poured this Oint=- 
ment on my Body, foe did it for my Burial, 
Now thefe Words would have been fo far 
from being worthy of our Saviour, that 
they would have been direct Nonfenfe, if 
it had been cuftomary for the Fews to em- 
balm in our Manner. 


The Shroud ufed by the Fews confifted 


of 
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of two Pieces, which is perhaps meant by 
St. Fobn, when he fays, the Body of efus 
was wound in Linen Cletbs. One of thefe: 
Pieces was a kind of Napkin, which co-: 
vering the Face was tied behind. The 
other was employed in covering all the: 
reft of the Body, afterthe Handsand Feet: 
were fecured by Fillers. This at leaft wass 
the Condition of Lazarus, according to) 
the Account St. Fobu gives us of his Re-- 
furrection. Father Calmet thinks, that the 
Bodies of the Dead were fwaddled up almoftt 
in the fame Manner Infants generally are :: 
But he muft have either miftaken this Paf- 
fage, or elfe there muft have been diffe-- 
rent Methods of interring the Dead among 
the Jews. 

The Bier in which the Body was laid was: 
not fhut at the Top, as our Coffins are, ass 
is obvious from the Refurrection of the Wi:. 
‘dow of Naim’s Son, recorded in the feventli 
Chapter of Luke, where thefe Words occur :: 
And be came and touched the Bier, and they} 
that bare bim flood fill. And be faid, young 
“Man, I fay unto thee arife ; and be that was 
dead fat up, and began to peak. 

Gierus and Calmet inform us, that the 
Body, before its Interment, lay for fome 
Days in the Porch, or Dining- Room of the 
Houfe. According to Maretus, it waa 
probably during this Time that great La: 
mentations were made, in which the Namo 

Oc 
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- of the Deceafed was intermixed with mourn- 
… fal Cries and Groans; and that the Family 
might receive fome Comfort, and avoid the 
Sight of their dead Relation, Women were 
hir'd for this Purpofe, and accompanied 
with Players upon Inftruments, ..- jj | 
__ Mr. Boyer, Member of the Faculty at 
Paris, obferves, in a Letter with which he 
^ favoured me, that fuch Lamentations are 
. ftill ufed by the Eaftern Jews, and even by 
the Greeks who embrace the Articles of the 
Greek Church. Thefe People hire Women 
to weep and dance by Turns round the 
Body of the dead Perfon, whom they inter- 
- fogated with refpect to the Reafons he had 
for dying, fince he was ina happy Condi- 
tion in this World. Mr. Boyer fays, he 
has often been a Spectator of thofe Cere- 
monies, and that they have frequently in- 
terrupted his Sleep, when any Perfon in 
his Neighbourhood died. But he does not 
mention the Number of Days they kept 
their Dead before Interment ; nor is this 
Point determined either by Gierus or Cal- 
met. ! 
In order to fatisfy myfelf with refpect to 
this, I had recouríe to the Hiftory of the 

- Death and Refurrection of Lazarus, where 
we are told, That when Jefus came to bis 
Relief, he found that be bad lien in the Grave 
four Days already. Which Words, when 
compared with Martha’s Anfwer to Fels, 
JM Lord, 
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Lord, by this Time ke ftinketh, for be bath) 
been dead four Days, induce the Commen-- 
tators to affirm that he was buried the fame: 
Day on which he died. 

On the Day appointed for the Interment, 
they took the Body on their Shoulders, andi 
carried it out of the City in order to bury: 
it, in the ftri& Senfe of the Word, or to) 
lay it in a Tomb, cut in a Rock. The: 
Sepulchres of the Rich. were at leaft of this; 
Kind, as is obvious from the Accounts we: 
have of the Cave which Alrabam bought: 
of Epbron, and of the Tomb of Fe/us Chrift,, 
which Yo/eph of Arimathea had ordered to: 
be made for himfelf. ! 
The Talmud regulates the Dimenfions of! 
thefe Caves, which were fix Cubits broad,, 
and four in Depth, with feven or eight: 
Graves in the Bottom to contain as many' 
Bodies. 

Hence, we have Reafon to believe that: 
the Cuftom of wafhing and perfuming the: 
Bodies of the Deceafed among the Fews,, 
was inftituted lefs for the Sake of the Dead,, 
than for the Advantage of the Living ; for’ 
asthey keptthe Bodies feveral Days before: 
Interment, the bad Smell would have either: 
rendered this Ceremony impraéticable, or: 
the Houfe contagious, without the Precau-- 
tion of wafhing and perfuming, fince 7udea: 
being a warm Country, the Bodies of the: 


Dead muft of Courfe have been much: 
| Íoonerr 
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~ looner fübje& to Corruption than in colder 
_ Climates. As this was the Reafon which 
determined the Greeks and Romans to prac- 
_tife thefe two Ceremonies, we have alfo 
Ground to believe that the Jews ufed them 
with the fame View. The modern Jews 
‘are in this refpe&t far more delicate than 
their Forefathers, fince in the Water em- 
- ployed in wafhing the Dead they boil Cha- 
momile, dried Rofe- Leaves, and other aro. 
matic Flowers, È 

"lis alfo to be obferved, that as their 

Biers were open, they were not attended 
with the fame Inconveniencies which ac- 

company our clofe Coffins, in which Perfons 

alive, and in perfect Health, would be 

quickly fuffocated ; fo that it can hardly be 

imagined that Patients fuppofed to be dead 
could recover Life in them. 

When we come to treat of the Romans 
we fhall confider the Funeral Lamentationg 
of the Yews, and only here Obferve, that 
in the Tombs of this laft mentioned People, 
the Dead, if they fhould happen to return 

to Life, run a fmaller Hazard of being 
à > C 
fuffocated, than in our Graves; fince theirs, 
at leaft fuch as were deftined for Perfons of 
Ditftinction, were large and Ípacious Caves, 
- But of whatever Kind their Tombs were, 
there were no Hazards run, if they did not 
lay the Bodies in them tll their difagreeable 
G 


Smell 
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Smell and Corruption had convinced themi 
of the Certainty of their Death. | — 

The Examples of fome Romans burnedl 
alive, notwithftanding all the Precautions: 
taken by that People, are hard to be ac-: 
counted for. 

Lanzoni, a Phyfician of Ferrara, informs: 
us, that when any Perfon died among the: 
Romans, his neareft Relations clos’d his 
Eyes and Mouth ; and when they faw him 
ready to expire, they catched his laft Words 
and Sighs. "Then calling him aloud three 
Times by his Name, they bid him an eter- 

nal Adieu. This Ceremony of calling the 
dying Perfon by his Name, was called Coz- 
clamation. | 

The Cuftom of Conclamation was of 
a Date prior to the Foundation of Rome, 
and was only abolifhed with Paganifm, un- 
der which it was generally and religioufly 
obferved. Servius, in his Commentary on 
Virgil, tells us, ** That the Romans were 
£o punétual in this Affair, chat if any 
‘6 Perfon died out of his own Houfe, they. | 
** forthwith conveyed him thither, that | 
** they might have the Liberty and Conve- 
** nience of performing fo effential a Piece 
** of Duty to the Dead.” But what more 
Tienda proves the inviolable Attachment .. 
of the Romans to this Ceremony, is the ex- 
travagant and foolifh Rigour with which 


they obferved i it; fince they ufed it intheir 
| Houfes 


"€ 
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. Houfes with refpe& to thofe Perfons, who 
. had died in foreign Countries. 

.. Propertius acquaints us with the Effe& 
. they expected from this firft Conclamation ; 
_ fince there were feveral of them, as we hall : 
_ afterwards fee ; for in Lib. IV. he introdu- 
ces Cynibia asfaying, 


At mibi non oculos, quifquam inclamavit euntes y 
Unum impetraffem, te revocante, diem, 


** No-body called me by my Name at 
‘ the Time my Eyes were clofing, and I 
** fhould have enjoyed an additional Day, 


> 


** if you had recalled me to Life | 

I fhall not pretend to determine either 
the Number or Form of the various Con- 
Clamations ufed : It appears from this Pat 
fage of Propertius, that the Poet only {peaks 
of a Conclamation made by the Voice, at 
the Time the Soul was leaving the Body. 
But we may venture to affirm, that all the 


... Conclamations were not-made in the fame 


.. Manner, asis eertain from a Piece of Sta. 
tuary preferved among the Colle&ion of 
Antiquities at the Louvre, which exactly. 
repreients what pafs’d immediately after the ~ 
Death of: Perfons of Diftinction ; and -on 
which a Benedictine has wrote a curious Dif. 
-, fertation, in a Work printed at Paris in 
1739, and intitled, 4% Explication of re- 
P fru. o T CN. markable 
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markable Monuments, relating to the Religion 
of the moft ancient People. 

This curious Piece of Antiquity greatly 
illuftrates our Subject, and reprefents a 
young Lady in a reclining Pofture, with 


her Head fupported on her Left Hand, 


and her Neck and Bofom uncovered. At 
. the Head of her Bed is a Child, reprefented 
as drowned in Tears, and retiring towards 
a Lady fitting in an Arm-Chair, with a 
Foot-ftool before it, Behind this Lady is 
a Woman, who hasjuft torn her Garments, 
and confequently has her Bofom and Arms 
bare, with a Bracelet on the Left Arm. Be- 
hind her is another Woman, who with an 
Air of Indifference feems to look on the 
Perfons ftanding at the Foot of the Bed. 
Before this Woman isa Genius holding an 
inverted Flambeau. On the Right Hand 
of the Lady, featedin the Arm-Chair, is a 
- Man founding a Trumpet. On the Right 
Side of the Bolfter of the Bed, . which pretty 
much refembles one of our Sopha’s, isa 


Man founding a Horn. At the Middle of - 


the Head-board of the Bed is a Child, 
whofe forrowful Looks are fixed on the 
dead Lady. At one Extremity of the 
Head-board is a young Man, holding in 
one of his Hands a Box, whofe quadrangu- 
lar Lid or Covering terminates in a Points 


ata little farther Diftance are two other: 


Men, whofe Attitude reprefents them as 
be- 


| 
| 
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_beholding the Whole with an Eye of Sa- 
| tisfaction. Oppofite to the Mead board is. 
a Fire, on which isa Veffel whofe Cover is 
. almoft concealed by the Steam arifing from 
it. © Under the Bed are the,Slippers of the 
' Deceafed, and a Dog fitting on his Tail. 
^ The Statue thus defcribed is explained in the 
following Manner. 
_ The Lady lying on the Bed, according, 
‘to the Benediéfine, is one who has juft died. 
and I do not in the leaft doubt of the 
Truth of his Conjecture, though fhe rather 
refembles a Perfon faft afleep, than one who. 
has juft expired. But the Author is not 
accountable for the Faults of the Statuary 3. 
and the other Figures of the Piece fufficient- 
Jy prove that the Woman is dead, fince it 
- would not only be Folly, but even Mad- 
nefs, to found Trumpets and Horns in the 
Ears of a Perfon ftruggling with the Ago- 
.nies of Death. The Neck and Breaft are 
 uncavered, that the Sound of the Inftru- 
ments may make the greater Impreffion up- 
. on her, and more eafily agitate the Parts 
- fubfervient to Life. The Child drowned in 
"Tears, appears to be the Offspring of the 
‘Deceafed ; and the Lady fitting in the Arm- 
Chair with the Foot ftool, her Mother, - 
The Foot-ftool and the Bracelet which the 
other Woman has on her left Arm, are . 
| Proofs that they were Women of. Diftinct- 
ton.” The Genius holding an inverted 


G 2 Flambeau, 


2 
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Flambeau, reprefents Hymen, extinguifhing 
the Marriage Torch. The two Men, one 
of whom founds the Trumpet, and the 
other the Horn, are two Servants of the. 
Goddefs Libitina, hired to make the Con- 
clamations with the Sound of Inftruments. 
He who holds the Box is another Officer of 
Libitina, and the Box contains the Perfumes 
they are aboutto ufe. The two other Men 
are Funeral Officers, perhaps Perfumers, 
who with an Air of Satisfaction wait till the 
Conclamations are over, that they may 
wafh and perfume the Body. The Veffel 
from which the copious Stream arifes, is 
that in which they boiled the Water de- 
ftined for wafhing the Deceafed. ~ 

The only Obfervations relative to our 
Subject made by the Benediéfine, are, vt. 
T'hat the Perfons who performed the Con- 
clamations with Trumpets and Horns put 
themfelves in fuch a Pofture, that the 
Sound of thefe Initruments might aét-up- 
on the Head, enter the Ears, and perhaps 
penetrate into all the Cavities of the Body, 
to which, as the Antients imagined, the Soul 
might poffibly make her Retreat. 2d. That 
it was for the fame Reafon they uncovered 
the Neck and Breaft of thofe over whom 
the Conclamations were performed with In- 
ftruments. 34 That there was fometimes. 
an Interval between the Death and the Con- 


clamation, 475. That the firft Conclama- 
tion 
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tion was made immediately after the Death, 
and the laít immediately before the Body 
_was lifted in order to be interred: And 5/5. 
_ That they frequently repeated the Concla- 
mations during the Time they kept the Bo- 
_dy in the Houk. 
— That the Romans fometimes performed 
_ the Conclamations by means of Inftruments, 
is certain froma Paffage of Petronius, who 
informs us, that one Trimalcion being in- 
gran with Drink, ordered the Servants 
; ibitina to be brought ; ; and laying him- 
fel on a Bed, as if he was dead, ordered 
them to play fomething that was pretty. 
Upon this one of them ‘founded his Sale 
fo ftrong, that he not only alarmed all tl 
Neighbourhood, but alfo brought die 
"Guard about the Houfe. This, therefore, 
Is. a Species of Conclamation not pere rmed 
bythe Voice; and befides that, there is not 
in this Piece of Statuary the leaft Mark of 
Conclamation by the Voice; It ts certain 
- that the Voice could have produced no Ff- 
fects, being drowned by the fhrill and pene- 
. trating Sounds of the two Inftruments, 
* o. It is pretty probable, that this fecond 
Kind of Conclamation is even of a Date 
« prior tothe other, as may be naturally de- 
duced from the Paffage quoted by the Bene- 
diftine from Hyginus ; who, in order to 
prove the Antiquity of Conclamation, de- 
rives its wee: from Tyrrbenus, the Son 


of 
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of Hercules, who, when he came to refide in 
Etruria, invented the Trumpet; for asthe 
primitive Inhabitants of that Country ima- 
gined that he and his Companions eat Men's 


Flefh, he affembled them by the Sound of. 


a Trumpet, in order to fhew them that one 
of his Companions who had died, was in- 


terred, and not eaten. ‘ Since which: 


** Time, continues Hyginus, the Romans, 


LÀ 
Le) 


** ufed the Cuftom of founding the Trum- 


may be convinced that he was neither 
** killed nor poifoned.” 

After a Perfon had expired, his Body was 
taken out of the Bed, and wafhed with 
warm Water by the neareft Relations or 
Friends. This is very naturally accounted 
for by Quenftedt and Cafpar Bartbius, who 
in Adverf. Lib. 37 Cb. 17. tells us, ** That 
‘ it was cuftomary among the Antients to 
** wafh the Eodies of their Dead in warm 
‘ Water, before they burned them, that 
** the Heat of the Water might roufe the 
** languid Principle of Life which might 
** poflibly be left in the Body.” 

By warm Water we are to underftand 


boiling Water, as is obvious from the co- - 
pious Steam arifing from the Veffel repre- | 


‘dented in the Piece of Statuary already ex- 
G 4 plained, 


in Imitation of Tyrrbegus, have always | 


pet when any one dies, and by that 
**. Means affembling his Friends, that they 
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plained, as alfo from the two following 
. Lines of the Sixth Book of Virgil's Æ acid : 


- Pars calidos latices, © abena undantia fimamis 
 Expediunt, corpufq; lavant frigentis, £2 ungunt 


..** Some of the Companions of 7Ezezs with 

 “ boiling Water taken from Brafen Veffels, 

_ © wath the dead Body, and then anoint it. Á 
This is alfo: one of the chirurgical Teits re-. 
commended by Mr Winflow. But it ap- 
pears from the Conduct of the Romans that. 
they repofed no more Confidence in it than 
he, however efficacious it may be for ex-. 
citing the Signs of Life in Perfons who have 
any Remains of it; fince they kept the Bo-. 

_ dies of their Dead for feveral Days, left 

thro”? Precipitation they fhould interr them. 

- with any Remains of Life. 

After the Body was. wafhed, it was pere 
| Eom. with. precious. Effences, which, ac- 
cording to Aruobius, were not fpared on 
_fuch Occañons ; ; fince in fpeaking of a 

Corps, he tells us that it was Opobal/amo 
ulum, moitt with Opobalfam. Kirchman: 
Anforms us, that ** The Defign of this Pra- 
**. Etice was to prevent the difagreeable Smell: 

. arifing from.the Corps." v 
After the Body was anointed, it: was. 
cloathed with the Toga, if. the Perfon was. 
only.a Citizen: but with the Prefexta, or. 

Robe of State, if he bore any Office. | 

| | WheR- - 
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When the Body was cloathed, it was laid 
in a Chamber, where it was kept for feven 
Days: And as the difagreeable Smell of the 
Corps muft have been more than a Ballance 
for the grateful Odour of the Perfumes 
with which it was rubbd, they erected at 
the Foot of the Bed, a Kind of {mall Altar, 
which they called Æerra, and on which 
they continually burned Perfumes, for fear . 
of difgufting or incommoding thofe who 
approached to the Corps, the Defign of 
which we fhall afterwards fhew. 

This Cuftom is, perhaps, the Origin of 
our Beds of State, on which Perfons of Di- 
ftinétion are laid. But furely they are de- 
generated from their original Inftitution, 
fince generally the Body is not laid upon 
them ull it is embalmed in the ordinary 
Manner ; fo that itis now only Pride which 
fupports this Cuftom. 

The Romans, as Lanzoni informs us, kept 
the Bodies of the Dead feven Days before 
they interred them: And Servius, in his 
Commentary on Virgil, tells us* ** That 
** on the eighth Day they burned the Body, 
** and on the ninth put its Afhes in the 
** Grave." They therefore kept the Bo- > 
dies feven Days, and itis probable, that they 
did not before next Day put the fepulchral 
Urn into the Grave, fince the Funeral Con- 
voys were made in the Night, and fince a 
confiderable Time was requifite to feparate 

the 
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the Afhes, and prepare them according to 
the ufual Method. 

Polydorus in Tr. de Rer. Invent. Lib. 6. 
_ Cap. 10. and Alexander ab Alexandro in 
JDier. Genial, Lib. 3. Cap. 7. are alfo of 
Opinion that the Romans kept their Dead 
feven Days : And Gzerus affirms, that they 
fometimes did not bury them till the Ninth. 
But Quenftedt fays, that he could adduce a 
great many Arguments to prove that they 
had not always a fixed Number of Days 
for this Purpofe. Without the Force, 
however, of thefe Proofs, I can eafily in- 
duce myíelf to believe that they deviated 
from the moft univerfal Cuftom, when evi- 
dent and inconteftable Marks of Death 
rendered it fafe to interr before the ufual 
Time. Alexander ab Alexandro alfo ob- 
 ferves, that it was cuftomary among the 
Greeks to keep the Bodies of their Dead 
feven Days before they put them on the 
. Funeral Pile; and it was, no doubt, for 
this Reafon that they perfumed them, as 
appears from the Accident which. happened 
to Afclepiades, and which we have already 
related. 

It would have, perhaps, been fufficient, 
to have kept the Bodies of the Dead feven 
or nine Days, or till Putrefaétion evinced 
the Certainty of Death; but the Romans 
carried their Circumfpeétion farther, fince,: 
to ufe the Words of Quenftedt, ** Thole 

G 
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** who were employed in watching the 
** Dead, now and then began their Con- 
** clamations, and all at once, called the | 
** dead Perfon aloud by his Name ;" be- 
caufe, as Ce//us informs us in the Preface 
to his firft Book, ** T'he Principle of Life 
** is often thought to have left the Body 
** when it ftill remains in it ; for which 
** Reafon Conclamations were made, inor- 
** der, if poffible, to roufe and excite it." 
Father Pomey informs us, that the Romans 
now and then threw cold. Water on the 
Faces of their dead Bodies ; and every one 
knows what happy Effects fuch a Practice 
produces on Perfons in a Deliquium. 

All thefe Meafures proving ineffectual, 
they crowned: the Dead with Flowers, and 
laid him in the Porch of the Houfe, with 
his Feet towards the Door, where he re- 
mained till Night, the Time generally de- 
ftined for Interment. Then after the laft 
Conclamation, by Quintilian called the Con- 
clamata Suprema, and to which Terence al- 
ludes in the Words, Define, jam conclama- 
tum eff ; ** Give over, the Conclamation is 
now made," the Recovery of the dead 
Perfon to Life being defpaired of, his Body 
1s either interred or burned ; for the Romans 
had their Choice of thefe two Methods of 
Burial, the latter of which, according to 
Pliny, was not of a very antient Date; and 
the Reaíon he gives for this Change of In- 

ftitution, 
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ftitution, is, that Perfons who died when 
waging War in foreign Countries, were 
raifed after their Interment. But in his Z//fl. 
Nat. Liber. be teligius, * Lhat a great 
* Number of Roman Families followed the 
** antient Cuftom, fuch as the Cornelian Fa- 
** mily, for Inftance, no Branch of which 
_ was burned before Sylla the Dictator, 
‘ who chofe this Method, left his own Bo- 
** dy fhould be treated in the fame Manner 
** he had done that of Caius Marius, which 
** he ordered to be raifed from the Grave.” 
Cicero alo informs us, that Sylla was the 
firftof the Cornelian Family who was burn- 
ed, : 


It is furprifing that Kirchman fhould, 
from a Law enacted by Numa, forbidding 

. to fprinkle the Funeral Piles with Wine, 
find Fault with Play for afferting, That 
the Cuftom of burning the Dead among the 
Romans, was but a new Inftitution made in 
his own ‘Time: For it is by no means to be 
fuppofed, that Kirchman was better ac- 
quainted with the State of Rome than a ce- 
lebrated Author of that Nation, who lived 
fifteen Centuries before him. All that can 
be reafonably inferred from the Law of Nu- 
ma is, that Wine fhould not be wafted in 
Burials, if the Cuftom of the Greeks, who 
long before that burned the Bodies of their 
Dead, f'ould ever happen to prevail in 

_ Rome ; and perhaps this Law was founded 
on 
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on what Numa himfelf had fometimes feen 
practiced. But thefe Examples may be 
looked upon as Deviations from the general 
Cuftom, and JPZzy's Authority muft in 
this Cafe be more depended on than Kzrcb- 
"man's. p" | ; 
Some of the Roman Cuftoms, as well as 
their original Laws, were, no doubt, bor- 
rowed from the Greeks, who at firft interred 
their Dead, but in Procefs of Time burned 
them. The Origin of this Cuftom, accord- 
ing to Kirchman, was the Subtilty of Her- 
cules, who having fworn to Lycimnius’ to 
fend back his Son Arneus, whom he took 
with him to befiege Troy on Account of the 
Perfidy of Laomedon ; that he might per- 
form his Promife, ordered the young Prince - 
to be burned, after he had been killed in - 
Battle, and fent back his Afhes to the Fa- 
ther. Itis by no Means furprizing to ob- 
ferve, that Actions done without any De- 
fign to eftablifh future Cuftoms, fhould yet 
produce that Effect, fince Novelty and a 
Love of Singularity are Motives which have 
in all Ages had a great Influenceon Human 
Nature. But to return to the Funeral Ce- 
remonies of the Romans. | 
During the Time the Body was convey- 
ing to the Grave, the Lamentations, Cries, 
Tears, and Mournings were redoubled, fo 
that the whole Company feemed to unite 
their Efforts, in order to recall the Dead to 
Life, 
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Life, as is obvious from the Paffage before 
quoted from Quinfilian, relating to the Ufe 
of thefe Cries and Shrieks. It is not, 
therefore, fo much Lamentations, as the 
. Excefs and Indecency of them, or perhaps 
. a Degree of Fury, which prompts Perfons 
to kill themfelves, or tear their Faces, that 
— it is forbidden in the 34th Law of the 
Twelve Tables, in thefe Words: We for- 
bid Women to tear their Faces, and make 
Lamentations at Funerals. For Quintilian 
not only mentions the Reafons and Advan- 
tages of this Cuftom, but it alfo appears 
that the Law relating to it was very ill ob- 
ferved. ‘Befides, this Law of the Twelve 
Tables, perhaps, extended only to the Wo- 
men of the Family to which the Deceafed 
belonged, and not to thofe who were hired 
to perform the Lamentations. 

This Conjecture is rendered very probable 
by two Circumftances ; the firft of which- 
is, that the Lamentations are forbidden to 
the fame Women, who are ordered not to 
tear their Faces. Now, it is certain that 
this Prohibition extended only to the Wo- 
men of the Family, and not to the hired 
Mourners, who were wifer than to disfigure 

. themfelves daily for thofe very Deaths by 
which they themfelves lived. The fecond 
Circumftance confirming this Conjecture, 
is, that the Laws of the Twelve Tables 
were originally wrote in Greek. Now, if 

we 
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we may believe Quenftedt, Plato in his Re- 
public condemned exceffive Demonttrations. 
of Grief ; and Solon forbid the Athenians to. 
ufe Lamentations, or any external Marks. 
of Grief, fince they were ufelefs, and by 
ir Means fubfervient to any Purpofe in. 
Life. 

This is a full Detail at leaft of all the Ro- - 
man Funeral Ceremonies relating to our 
. Subject. I have endeavoured, but in vain, 
to difcover, whether the Conclamations, the 
Cries when the Corps was carrying to the 
Grave, and the Precaution of keeping: the. 
Body for fo many Days, were prior or po- 
{terior to. the deplorable Fates of viola 
and Lamia ; for if they were prior, I fhould 
thence conclude that feven or nine Days are. 
not fufficient to afcertain Death: And this 
would greatly confirm. the Doctrine of 
Zaccbias, and other Phyficians, who affirm, 
that there is no infallible Sign of Death but 
a beginning Putrefaction. Befides, the be- 
fore-mentioned Accident which happened to. 
"ftlepiades, and which is of a far older Date 
than that related by P/zy, evinces that the 
Greeks were fufficiently convinced of the In- 
certainty of thofe Signs which are common- 
ly thought the Characterifticks of Death, 
even when they have fübffted for a confi- 
- derable Number of Days fucceffively. 

But fince the Signs of Death are fo un- 
certain, that the moft fagacious have often. 

| been 
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_ been deceived by them, it is hard to give a 
. Reafon why the wife and reafonable Precau- 
tions of the Romans fhould be fo much ne- 
glected among Chriffians : For if we look 
back into the Practice of the Primitive 
- Church, we find but few Tefts ufed in or- 
der to afcertain Death, fince they only fhut 


the Mouth and Eyes of the Deceafed, em- 


braced him, wafhed and perfumed his Body, 
and then put Cloths on it. After this, the 
Officers ôf the Church came and carried 
the Body, which was expofed for fome 
Time at the Door, to the Place of Inter- 
ment. 

The Prattice of wafhing the Body fub- 
fifted longer than any of the reft, fince it 
was obferved in the Time of Gregory of . 
Tours. The Cuftom of perfuming the 
Dead has been abrogated ever fince, fo that 
we have now only faint Remains of it in 
fome Popifh Countries. Ai d 

By our unaccountable Inclination to re- 
cede from the Cuftoms of the Heathens, 
whether reafonable or not, we have alfo loft 
other Practices highly beneficial to Society. — 
Baruffaldi greatly extols the Synodical Sta- 
tures of Cardinal Laurentius Magalotti, Bi- 
fhop of Ferrara, who thinks that ** Ridi- 
** culous Mournings and effeminate La- 
** mentations are unworthy of Chriftians, 
** and better become Heathens,, who. have 
** no Hope, and whofe Practice of bewail- 

“ ing 
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** ing the Dead was fo indecent, that they 

** not only run up and down the Streets like 
“* mad Perfons, but alfo hired Singers and 
** Mourners to honour thofe who were 
** dead, by feign’d and counterfitted Tears.” 
It is however certain from what has been 
faid concerning thefe Cuftoms of the Hea- 
thens, that they were wife Inftitutions, and 
fufficiently conform to the Laws of God 
and Man, which forbid Murder. But Car- 
dinal Magalotti was no Antiquary, and 
which is {till more, he not only mifunder- 
ftood, but alfo applied a Text of St. Paul, 
who, in order to exhort the Theffalonians 
from grieving like thofe who had no Hope, 
tells them, That a Departure from this was 
a Paflage into a far happier and more glo- 
rious Life: For, fayshe, in 1 Theff. Chap. 
4. ver. 13. 1 would not bave you to be igno- 
rant, Brethren, concerning them which are 
afleep, that ye forrow not as others which 
have no Hope. By which Words the A- 
poftle Paul neither condemns that Grief, - 
which Tendernefs and Humanity authorife, 
nor the Precautions which the Fear of lofe- 
ing thofe whom we love may induce. us to 
ufe, in order to afcertain their Death ; fince 
he only diffuades from that unreafonable and 
exceffive Sorrow which refults from the 
Thoughts of being for ever feparated from 
thofe who are dear to us. So that this Paf- 
fage only relates to a Grief fimilar to gs 
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of the Sadducees, and fome of the Hea- 
thens, who did not believe the Immortality 
of the Soul: For as the Apoftle Paul, ab- 
ftracting from his Infpiration, was well ac- 
-. quainted with Human Learning, it is by no 
.. means probable that he was ignorant of this, 
| that the greateft Part of the Heathens ex- 
pected to rejoin their Friends in the EZfian 

_ Fields, as we hope to fee ours in Heaven. 

. The Cuftom of making Lamentations 
füll prevails in Picardy, efpecially in the 
Country, where, when the Body is about to 

be carried to the Grave, all the Women 
embrace it, make terrible Lamentations, and 

. call the deceafed Perfon by his Name. Nor 
does this Practice proceed from a Principle 
of Humanity and Tendernefs, fince they 

fet about it, without fhedding a Tear, and 
perform the like Office to all dead Perfons 

. they have an Opportunity of feeing about 
to be carried to: the Grave; and the only 
Reafon they give for fuch a Conduct, is, 
that it is cuftomary. | 

It is true, Interments are not made with 
fuch Precipitation and Hurry thro’ all the 

. Chriftian World, as they are in Paris, and 
the adjacent T'owns, where it is common to 
interr the Dead before they have been 
twenty-four Hours deprived of Life. ! 

Mr. Winflow informs me, that in Denmark 
they do not bury their Dead till the fourth, 
or the End of the third Day, on account of 


the 
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the Preparations requifite for the Interment. 


But as their Funeral Ceremonies are 2lmoft: 
the fame with thofe ufed at Mar feilles, b. 


fhall for a Defcription of them, take the 
following Paffage from the forementioned 
Letter wrote me by Mr. Boyer. 


€c 


“© At Marfeilles, fays he, we have pre- 
ferved the Cuftom of wafhing dead Bo- 
dies, or at leaft their Face and Hands. 
Asthey are generally interred with the 


Face uncovered, we drefs them accord- 


ing to their Rank and Dignity, or cloath 
them with the peculiar Habits of the 
Fraternities of Penitents in which: they: 
were enrolled ; and thefe Habits are of 


different Colours, for the Sake of Di- 


ftinction. This Method is even. ufed 
with thofe who die of the Small Pox, 
unlefs they are very much disfigured. 


But thofe who are cut off by malignant 


Fevers, efpecially in the Summer Time, 
are interred with the Face covered, and 
without the ufual Ceremonies, In Mar- 


Jeilles we do not interr fo precipitately as 


at Paris, but leave the Corps in the Bed, 
and under the Cloths,, till the whole Fu- 
neral Apparatus is prepared, which re- 


quires feveral Days ; for we cloath the - 


dead Perfons with new Habits, the young 
Women in white, the married in black, 
and the Men in Dreffes fuited to their re- 
{pective Profeffions.. 

* Thefe 
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** Thefe Precautions and Ceremonies 
were not uled in the Time of the laft 
' Plague ; for living Perfons were hurried 
to the Grave, and I myfelf have {een 
fome of them return to their own 
 Houfes. | | 
** In reading your Work continues Mr. 
Boyer, I have obferved fome Affinity be- 
tween what is practifed in Paris in the 
-.** Winter, and what you obferve with re- 
** {pect to the Cuftoms of fome Nations 
lying near the Poles ; for as foon as an 
Perfon is dead, or appears to be fo, the 
Windows are opened, and the Perfon is 
laid out as foon as poffible. To obferve 
the Expedition with which Servants and 
“* Officers fet about thefe Things, we 
would be ready to conclude that they had 
a fingular Satisfa&ion in them, ‘and 
looked upon them as religious Duties 
"* which could not be too foon performed, 
So that I cannot help thinking with Mr. 
Winflow and you, that at Paris, Inter- 
ments aremade with too &reat Precipita- 
tob tege ' 
The Chriftians, in Imitation of the Fews, 
have always interred their Dead.  Migutius 
felix, in his Apology for Chriftianity, in- 
formsus, that the Heathens upbraided and 
reproached us on Account of this Method 
of Burying, as if we were afraid of the 
Fire : But the Anfwer made by that Authoris 


& Time 
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« That without any Dread of particularr 
« Methods of Burial, we adhere to the: 
€ beft and moft antient Cuftom, which is; 
& that of interring."' | 

Thofe who want a more particular Ac-- 
count of the Funeral Ceremonies ufed in all! 
Ages, may confult Lanzonis Treatife de: 
Lu&Su Mortuali Veterum; that of Feromi 
Baruffaldi de Praficis ; that of Muretus con-- 
cerning the Funeral Ceremonies of all Nati-- 
ons that of Martinus Gierus de Ebreorum 
Lu&u, Lugentiumque Ritibus; that off 
Quenfiedt, de Sepultura Veterum s that off 
Kirchman, de Funeribus Romanorum y. thatt 
of Father Pomey, de Ritibus Fumereis om-- 
mium Gentium ; that of Panvinius, de Ritui 
Sepeliendi ; Father Lamy’ s Commentary om 
the Gofpels ; together with Calmet’s Hiftor: 
of the Bible, and Differtation upon Church: 
Hiftory. 

If our Senfes are fo imperfect, that the: 
Siens of Life may efcape them, if the: 
languid State of the fenfitive Powers, or of! 
the Origin of the Nerves, is fuch, that the: 
moft painful chirurgical Operations are: 
fometimes infuffieient to put the Spirits ini 
Motion ; if the Duration of a perfect In-- 
fenfibility for a confiderable Number off 
Days, are precarious and uncertain Marks: 
of Death; and if Situations, apparently’ 
the moft inconfiftent with Life, in which: 
Perfons have remained for a confiderable: 

Time 
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amount only to ftrong Prefumptions that 
. Life is deftroyed, we ought, with Mr. 
- Winflow, and a great many other celebrated 
Authors, to conclude, that à beginning Pu- 
. trefaction is the only certain Sign of Death. 
Frederic Hoffman, in Patholog. Part I. Cap. 
1. tells us, ** That it is fometimes very dif- 
^ ** ficult to diftinguifh fuch as are really 
_ * dead from thofe who are feized With a 
- * violent Syncope, becaufe the alternate 
_ ** Motion of the Air which enters the 
_ * Thorax, and is difcharged from it ; as 
..** alfo the Motion of the Heart and Ar- 
. “ teries are fo infenfible, that they efcape 
|. ** the moft minute and careful Attention : 
.** There are however various Signs of 
['* Death But the moft certain and in- 
** fallible of thefe is, a beginning Putrefa- 
** Con." Which, as he afterwards ob- 
.** ferves, ** depends lefs on the Ceffation of 
..** the various Motions of the Animal Ma- 
,f* chine, than on the long State of Reft in 
“ the Fluids, and the A&ion of a warm 
“and humid Atmofphere upon a Body al- 
.** ready full of Moifture; ? and whofe. 
Fluids, as appears from their Analyfis, 
are compofed of heterogeneous Principles, 
which confequently make a. continual Effort 
to recede and feparate from each other : 
For in order to preferve their Union, a Mo- 
tion which continually preffes them againft 
each other is abfolutely neceflary, Befides, 
; | their 
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their moft loofe and difengaged Parts are - 
continually making their Efcape, and no- 
thing is more fufceptible of Corruption than 
the animal Fluids, which are deftitute of 
that compreflory Motion which produces. 
their Union and Connection. 

To thefe Reflexions I fhall only add, that: 
the Certainty of Death arifing from Putre-- 
faction is in fome meafure cannonized by the: 
Refurrection of Lazarus. Fefus, when go-- 
ing with his Apoftles to Bethany, tells them: 
that Lazarus was dead, and that he was: 
glad of this Opportunity of confirming their: 
Belief in him as the Meffias. For this Pur-- 
pofe he orders himfelf to be conducted to) 
the Tomb where Lazarus had now been 
four Days. Martha, the Sifter of the De-- 
ceafed, with a feeming Defign to divert: 
our Saviour from his Purpofe, tells himi 
that the Body was already corrupted fo as: 
to diffufe an ungrateful 5mell; Lord, by this: 
Time be bay at Now we cannot fuppofe: 
that this Circumftance is relaxed withoutt 
fome important Defign: Ts QUT WAS: 
fare of the Death of Lazarus; his. Sifter! 
did not doubt of it; the Spectators were: 
perfuaded of it, and the Corruption of the: 
Body rendered the Fact unqueftionable.. 
Our Saviour, therefore, in order to work ai 
Miracle to which no Objections could be: 
made, reftores Life to a putrified and cor- 
rupted Carcafs ; by which Means Incredu-: 
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lity is rendered inexcufable, and his Di- 
vine Miffion attefted by the moft imefra- 
. gable Proof. The Force of this Miracle, 
. though fufficient to gain the Affent of the 
moft Incredulous, yet influenced the gewifh 
Doctors to take all the Meafures they could 
_ to get rid of the Perfon who was able to 
- work fuch Prodigies, 
~~ Having thus fhewn that Putrefaction is 
the only infallible Sign of Death, I fhall 
. fubjoin fome Reflexions of the laft Impor- 
! tance relating to the fame, Subject. : 
Firít, then, we ought to be very diffident 
with refpect to Deaths which have not been 
preceded by thefe Signs which are generally 
_ the Fore-runners of Death. Accidents of 
_ this Nature principally happen in all con- 
. vulfive Diforders ; fuch as Syncopes, and 
the Suffocations of hyfteric and hypocon- 
driac Patients, of thofe who are feized with 
_ violent Paffions, or tormented with racking 
_ Pains, and in all the Diforders in which the 
_ nervous Syftem is affected. The- fame 
_ holds true with refpect to all fudden Dif- 
cafes, whether they proceed from an inter. 
. nal Caufe, or an Apoplexy, or Catalepfy ; 
or whether they are produced by external 
Accidents, fuch as Wounds, Falls, Contu- 
fions, or Suffocations occafioned either by a 
Compreffion of the Arteria T; rachea, by 
Water, by continuing ina Place where there 
is not à due Quantity of Air, or whofe Air 
| : H 18 
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is impregnated with noxious Vapours, or 
pernicious Exhalations, fuch as thofe of. 
Charcoal, Narcotics, Arfenical Subftances, : 
Vitriolic Acids, and Fermenting Wine; 
for thefe Diforders, at leaft fome of them, : 
acting principally. on. the Nerves, may be - 
juftly claffed among thofe of the convulfive 
or nervous Kind. 

Secondly, When Death is dubious, or as. 
yet not fufficiently evinced by a beginning 
Putrefaction, its infallible Sign; we ought 
fo to treat the Body as not to hinder it from 
returning to Life, which would be the Con- 
fequence of laying it out in the ufual Man- 
ner: Much lefs ought we, by a precipitate 
Interment, or fhutting it up in a Coffin, to 
deprive it of any of the Means fubfervient 
to the Prefervation of Life in general ; fuch 
as a free Air, for Inftance, fince it is de- 
monftrable that two hundred and fifty-two 
Paris Pints of Air are hardly fufficient to 
keep a Man alive for an Hour, fo quickly 
do the Vapours of Refpiration corrupt the 
Air which furrounds us. It muft be owned, 
that, as in the Cafes we now confider, the 
Refpiration is very languid, fo the Danger) - 
arifing from the Corruption of the Air muft 
be proportionably lefs, Butas a Ballance 
to this, it is to be obferved, that there is. 
buta very fmall Quantity of Air contained 
in a Coffin already nearly filled by the Body ; 
and itis, no doubt for this Reafon, that 
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fome Joyners make Holes in the Tops of 
. the Coffins, a Precaution which ought to be 
always and univerfally taken. 

Thirdly, We ought to be in a particular 
Manner difüdent with refpect to thofe 
Deaths which fucceed fuch Difeafes as are 
. not in their own Natures mortal, and which 
_ are eafily diftinguifhable from lef dangerous — 
^ Diforders. o n 

___ As we have already recommended a Dif. 

fidence with refpect to all the Deaths which 
are not preceded by thofe Signs which are 
generally the Fore-runners of Death, it is 
but reafonable we fhould fpecify thefe Siens, 
in order to prevent Miftakes, 

. Every one, therefore, who has attentively 

obferved Patients labouring under Diforders 

which terminated in Death. has perceived, 
that Medicines feemingly the moft proper, - 
have either proved prejudicial, produced no 

Effect at all, or only afforded a very tran- 
~ fitory Relief; and each of thefe Cafes is an 

inaufpicious and unlucky Sion. 

According to Celfus, in Lib. 3. Cap. 6. 
« the Signs of a quick approaching Death, of 
| at leaft of a very dangerous Difeafe, are 
. thefe following. The Nof is pinched, the 

. Temples funk, the Eyes hollow, the Ears 
cold, the Skin of the Forehead hard and 
. tenfe, and the Colour of the F ace black, 
or extremely pale. Cvl/us, however, ob. 
ferves, that thefe Signs are not abfolute 
MEE ser 2 Prognoftics 
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Prognoftics of Death, except when they — 
. do not proceed from previous Watchings, … 
from Fluxes, or from Hunger; in which. 


Cafes they only laft for a Day. Butif 
they are prolonged beyond the Time, the 
Prognoitic is the fame. If they continue 


for three Days in a Diforder of long ftand- 


ing, Death is not far off; efpecially if at ^ 


the fame Time the Patient can't endure the 
Light; if he fheds Tears ; if the Whites 
of his Eyes become red, and the Veins 
difperfed through them pale; if the Liquor 
in the Eye adheres to its Angles ; if one of 
the Eyes becomes fmaller than the other ; 
or if both of them become either hollow, 


or fo inflated that the Eye-lids cannot touch | 


each other during Sleep, but allow a fmall 
Portion of the White to be feen; if the 
Eye-lids, Lips, and Nofe are pale ; if the 
Eyes, the Noftrils, the Eye-lids, the Lips, 
. the Eye-brows, or any of thefe Parts, are 
changed from their natural State; if the 
Weatnefs of the Patient is fo great, that he 
neither hears nor fees; tho’ at^the fame 
Time too exquifite a Senfe or Hearing, is 
alfo a very bad Sign. 

Death is alfo prognofticated when the Pa- 
tient lies on his Back, contracts his Knees, 
falls down to the Foot of the Bed, uncovers 
his Arms and Legs, and tofles them from 
one Part to another, has his Extremities 


cold, is continually afleep, and being feiz’d ~ 


with 
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with a Delirium, contrary to his. Cuitom 
- when in Health, has a Shattering of his 
"Teeth; when an Ulcer formed before or 
during. the Diforder, is dried up, or be- - 
comes livid; when the Nails and Fingers 
-become pale ; ; when the Breath is cold; — 
When, in Fevers, any acute Diforders, Mad- 
nefs, Pains of the Lungs or Head, the Pa- 
tient picks the Bed-cloaths, and pulls any ~ 
Eminences off the Wall ; when Pains which 
have attacked the ies Extremities, and 
paffed from thence to the Vifcera, ceafe all 
of a fudden; when the Pain of inflamed 
Parts ceafes all of afudden; when without 
any Tumor a feverifh Patient is fuddenly 
fuffocated, or cannot fwallow his Saliva, or 
has his Neck fo turned that he can fwallow 
‘nothing ; when the Fever is continual, and 
the Patient extremely weak ; when in a Fe- 
ver. the Skin becomes cold, and the internal 
Parts are rendered fo hot as to produce ' 
V — Lhrit; when in a Fever a Dificulty of 
Breathing ora Delirium comes omg when | 
Sleep augments the Pain, and when in the 
beginning of the Diforder the Patient vo- 
mits or purges black Bile; when the like 
Evacuations happen after the Body is ex- 
haufted by along continued Difeale ; when 
cold Sweats happen in acute Di feafes, or 
when in any Diforder the Patient vomits 
Blood, or à mixed Subftance of various 
Colours, and when the. Urine is for a long . 
H 3 Time 
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Time aqueous, -or.becomes fo all of a fud~ — 

The greater Number of thefe Signs con- 
curs, the more furely Death will be prog- 
nofticated. But we are with Cel/us to ob- 
ferve, that thefe Signs are not abfolutely in- 
fallible, and that they are more fallacious in - 
acute than in Chronical:Difeafes, — 1 4 

Thefe Signs are generally the Fore-run- 
ners of Death, becaufe they proceed from 
an internal Inflammation, or Gangrene, or a 
convulfive Motion of the nervous and mem- 
branous Parts, which is foon fucceeded by 
a Stéppage of the Circulation, and confe- 
quently'a @eédlation of Life. 

I intended to enlarge no farther on this 
Subject, my only Defign being to apprize 
the Reader of the Danger to which he is 
continually expofed of being interred alive ; 
a Danger not to be overlooked, fince no- 
thing is lefs certain than Life, or more un- 
certain than the Signs of Death, at leaft 
fuch Symptoms as are commonly taken for 
Signs of Death. But that the Work may 
be the more perfect, I fhall add fome im- 
portant Reflections on the Accident which 
‘befel Vefalius, and an Account of the Mea- 
{ures moft proper to be taken for the Re- 
lief of drowned Perfons ; and this Account, 
which was firít publifhed in 1740, has 
gained fuch a Reputation in the. World, 
that it has been abridged by Mr, Reamur, 

| inferted 
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. Anferted in the Memoirs de 7 Acad, Royale, 
and by Mr. #genfon, firft Minifter of State 
tothe King of France, diftributed through 
* all the Parts to which his Influence ex- 
- Mr. Winflow evidently proves, that the 
. moft cruel chirurgical Operations are fome- 
- times infufficient to afcertain Death; and 
- that Putrefaction is the only certain and in-\ 
fallible Sign of it. 7. x MN 
From thefe Principles I conclude, 
uff. That it is to no Purpofe to ufe the 
moft cruel chirurgical Operations: And 
2d. That it is neceffary to abftain from 
fuch as may prove mortal to the Patient. 
Mr. Winflow is indeed fo far from recom- 
mending Operations of this laft-mentioned 
Kind, that he calls the plunging a long 
Needle under the Nail of an Apopleëtic Pa- 
tient’s Toe, rafh. — : 
But if Mr. Winflow thinks it rafh to 
make a fimple Punéture in a nervous Part, 
we ought not furely to entertain a favourable 
Notion of the large and enormous Incifions 
made in Diffections. | 
Thofe, indeed, who are diffe&ed, run 
no Riíque of being interred alive. The 
Operation is an infalible Means to fecure 
them from fo terrible a Fate. This is one 
Advantage which Perfons diffected have 
over thofe who are, without any farther Ce- 
remony, fhut up in their Coffins. , 
UE a ge: As 
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As thofe who refle& upon the Accident 
which happened to Vefalius, that before re- 
lated by Zerili, and another which lately. 
happened in France, are fenfble that thefe 
Antagonifts did not perceive their Subjects 
were alive, till they had rendered it impof- 
fible for them to efcape Death; they mutt 
no doubt conclude that Diflections may 
. dometimes prove mortal. 

Though it is not faid that the Woman 
mentioned by Teri/% died of the Operation, 
yet this no doubt happened, becaufe fhe dif- 
covered the Signs of Life at the fecond 
Stroke nf the Knife. Butitis very certain 
that fhe underwent an Operation, which 
was not only dangerons in its own Nature, 
but alfo which laid a Foundation for long 
continued fubfequent Dreffings, during 
which the: Patient is continually expofed to 
fatal Accidents.: In order to be convinced 
of this, no more is requifite than to confult 
fuch Authors as have wrote concerning the. 
Gaftroraphy, or Suture of the Abdomen. 

The two unfortunate Perfons who are the 
Subjects of the other tuo Hiftories, were 
not fo happy, fince they did not difcover 
the Signs of Life till the Operation had 
rendered their Death infallible. Thefe two 
In6ances fufficiently convince us of the Un- - 
certainty of the Signs of Death, of the In- 
lufficiency of chirurgical Tefts, and their 

Danger 
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Danget when mortal in their own Natures, 
and of the Poflibiliry of fuch an Abolition 
of all the Senfes as would not be credible, 
was it not confirmed by well attefted In-. 
flances.. | 
. Hence it follows, that Perfons in fome 
Situations may fuffer crucial Incifions thro’ 
the whole Extent of the Abdomen, with- 
out difcovering any Signs of the remaining. 
Principle of Life they haveinthem. Hence 
it alfo follows, that fome Perfons may, 
without the leaft Signs of Senfibility, fuffer 
an Incifion not only of the Abdomen, but 
alfo of the T'eguments and Muícles which 
cover the Breaft; of the Cartilages of the. 
Ribs; of the intercoftal Mufcles; of the 
Pleura, that highly fenfible Membrane 
which lines the Thorax, and even the Fra- 
&ure of the Ribs, in. order to difcover the 
Heart. ee. | Doe 
The Hiftorians, indeed, who relate the 
Accident which happened to Wefalius, do 
not inform us that he began his Operation 
on the Abdomen; but I have ju Reafon 
to believe that he did fo ; firft, becaufe he 
was paffionately fond of Anatomy, and con- 
féquently cannot be fuppoled to have ne- 
gle&ed any Opportunity of examining the 
S:ate and Condition of the Abdominal Vif 
cera: Secondly, becaufe it wasin his Time 
become cuftomary to begin Diffleckions on 
the Abdomen, unlefs the Operator was ab- 
Iba lolu'ely 
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folutely certain that nothing preternatutal 
.Was to be found there: And, thirdly, be- 
caule the Caufes of the Diforder being un- 
known to that celebrated Phyfician, he can- 
notbe prefumed to have negle&ed the Ex- 
amination of any Cavity of the Body in 
order to difcover them. On which Suppo- 
fiion he muft, no doubt, have begun by 
the Abdomen. | 

But granting that V7f2litis began by open- 
ing the Breaft, itis ftill certain that he could 
not difcover the Heart without taking the 
Steps already mentioned; and the Hiftory 
informs us, that he was not apprized of the 
Patient’s being alive, untilthe Palpitation of 
the Heart evinced that important Circum- 
Ítance. 

It would be frivolous to objeét, that inthe 
Hiftory of Vefalius Embalming is not meant ; 
foritisnot the Intention of the Operator 
which conftitutesthe Temerity, but the Na- 
ture of the Operation, and the Circumftan- 
cesin which itis performed. — Befides, it is 
eafy to fhew that Embalming is {till more 
inevitably mortal than the Operation per- 
formed by Ve/alius. 

Por chat Anatomift only made a fimple In- 
eifon in the Abdomen, in order to examine 
its Vifcera; whereas in Embalming, the In- 
teftines are taken out, and the Arteries and 
INerves cut inthe Mefentery adhere to the 

| Dorder 


cut 
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Border of the Inteftines; a Circumftance 
which renders Death inevitable. 

It may, perhaps, be faid, that the Pain ex- 
cited by the Wound infli&ed in thefe Mem- 
branes and Nerves may difcover the Signs 
of Life. | Jic 

The Anfwer is eafy: Perhaps fuch a 

"Thing may happen, but it muft neceflarily 
happen too late; for Embalmings are not - 
fet about with the fame Precautions ufed in 

- anatomical Difleétions or chirurgical Ope- 
rations. The fooner the Work 1s over the 
better, No Part is fpared ; the Knife and 
Biftery are ufed without Caution or Re- 
ferve. But what is ftill more terrible 15, that 
it is poffible to make an Incifion in the Me- 
fentery, without roufing the Signs of Life; 
for it is certain that the Mefentery is much 
lefs fenfible than the Pleura; and yet theln- 
cifion of the Pleura and Fra&ure of the 
Ribs, fucceeded by a Dilaceration of that 
Membrane, much more painful than a fim- 
ple Incifion, did not produce the Signs of 
Life in the Patient, who died under the 
Hands of Vefalius. | | 

The third Accident I mentioned, alfo 
happened in Embalming.. Bs 

fc is therefore certain, that Embalming 
may prove infufficient to produce the Signs 
of Life in due Time to prelerve the Patient; 
that a Surgeon cannot proceed to that Ope- 
ration without Danger of murdering the 


Ment 
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Patient, till he is abfolutely certain of the 
Death ; and that no one ought to attempt 
the Operation till the Signs of Putrefa&ion 
are evident, and confequently an Error is 
rendered impoffible. 

Some Surgeons before they begin this 
Operation made Incifions in ths Soles of the 
Feet; and their Intention is certainly laud- 
able, fince by this Means they think to af- 
certain the Death of che Subje&. — But if, as 
Mr. W7a/low judicioufly obferves, itis Rafh- 
nefs to plunge along Needle under the Nail 
of the Toe, it certainly muft be the Height 
of Madnefs to make deep aud long Incifions 
in thefe highly nervous and fenfible Parts, 
efpecially fince fuch a Procedure may after 
all prove infufücient to ‘produce the Signs 
of Life; for to what Misfortune does not 
 fuch an Incifion expofe a Subje&, as yet 
alive, and confequently capable of being 
cured. ‘The moft fuperficial Knowledge of 
Anatomy and Surgery is fufficient to evince 
this, fo that we may juftly conclude, that 
Embalming cannot be fafely undertaken, till 
Putrefaétion has fully afcertained Death. 
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|» MEASURES 

To be taken for the Rezrer of 
thofe, who are thought to be 
drowned. 


Le ; ‘HAT in populous Towns, and even 
in lefs confiderable Places, fituated on 
the Banks of Rivers, fome Perfons 

… have almoft every Year the Misfortune to 
; be drowned, is a Truth not to be called in 
... Queflion,; but it is not equally known and 
believed, that many Perfons taken out of 
the Water without any Appearance of Life, 
would be refcued from approaching Death, 

. f, for a fufficient Time, the proper Means 

- of Relief were afforded, E 

After fome fhort Attempts, we continue 

to efteem as dead, thofe in whom all Ap- 

pearance of Life feems to be extinguifhed, 

efpecially if they have remained for a con- 

fiderable Time, a few Hours for Inftance, 

in the Water; in which Cafe no Meafures 

are taken for their Recovery. Hiftories, 

EO 0$ How: 
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however, related by Authors worthy of Cre- 
dit, fufficiently evince, that the Lives. of 
Men who for feveral Hours have been not 
only in, but under Water, have been pre- 
ferved, and that fometimes two Hours have 
elapfed, before there appeared any Sign that 
they were not really dead. The fteep and 
dangerous Banks of fome deep Lakes at 
Switzerland. frequently occafion difmal Ac- 
cidents of chis Nature. The good Succefs 


of the Meafures ufed for reftoring fuch Per- 


fons. fometimes fooner and fomerimes later, 
have been publifhed in the Swi/s Adercury, 
and thefe Meafures we fhail here enumerate; 
fince it 1s to be wifhed that they were uni- 
verfally known, that they could be put in 
Practice on all Occafions that require them, 
and that in putting them in Practice, the 
World might difcover Meafures {till more 
efficacious and infallible: 

Formerly it was thought the beft and 
moít expedient Thing that could be done, 
for the Recovery of the drowned Perfon, 
to hang him up by the Heels; but fince, 
from x Diffe@ions made by skilful Ana- 
tomifts, it is certain, that drowned Perfons - 
have generally lefs Water in their Stomachs, 
than if they had voluntarily drank a confi- 
derable Quantity, it does not feem expedient 
to put the drowned Perfon in a Pofition, 
which would prove uneafy as foon as the 
Humours of the Body fhould refume their 


ordinary 
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ordinary Motion. It may however happen, 
that the Perfon may have fwallowed too 


much Water; then, in order to know whe- 


ther he has or not, and to make him vomit 
it up if he has, it is proper to put him into a 


"lun, open at both Ends, and which for 
 fomd Time is to be rolled backwards and 


forwards in different Direétions. He may 
alfo be excited to vomit the Water by fre- 
quent introducing into the Œfophagus the 
bearded End of a Feather. 

After taking off the Cloaths of the 


drowned Perfon, inftead of letting him lie 


{tretched and naked on the Shore, which is 
too often the Pra&ice, we ought with the 
utmoft Expedition to fhelter him from the 
Impreffions of the cold Air, and begin to 
warm him by wrapping him up with Cloaths 
and Coverings. | og 

In order to warm him the more effe&u- 
ally, he is afterwards to be put into a Bed, 
the Clothes of which are pretty warm, ap- 


. plying alfo frequently to his Body hot Nap- 


kins and Cloths. | 

There are Inftances of drowned Perfons, 
en whom the Influences of a hot and 
{corching Sun, to which they have been 
expofed, have produced the fame happy 


_ Effects, whichthe warm Clothes have upon 


others. Some have been warmed in hot 
Baths, but thefe are not on all Occafions to 
be nad. | : | 

“The 


be da MIS me 


160 The UNcERTAINTY of | 

The great Intention to be purfued is, to 
put the folid Parts of the Machine in Ac- 
tion, that thus they may reftore the Motion 
of the Fluids In order to anfwer this In- 
tention, the drowned Perfon is not to be 
left in Bed in a State of Reft, but agitatedin - 
an hundred different Manners, turned from 
one Pofition to another, lifted up and let 
fall, and fhaked in various Dire&ions in the 
Arms of Perfons of Strength fufficient for 
that Purpofe. | 

Spirituous Liquors ought alfo to be poured. 
into his Mouth ; and where thefe cannot 
be had, it is cuftomary to pour warm Urine 
into it, which has been obferved to produce 
happy Effe&s. Some prefcribe a Deco&ion 
Of Pepper and Vinegar to be ufed as a Gar- 
garifm. | 
We muft alfo attempt to irritate the in- 
ternal Fibres of the Nofe, either by volatile 
Spirits, and the Liquors ufed in Apople&ic 
Cafes, or by tickling the Nerves diftributed 
to the Noftrils by the bearded Part of a 
Feather, or by blowing into the Nofttils 
thro’ a Quill, Snuff, or fome more powerful 
Sternutatory. SE 

One of the Meafures taken with fuch 
drowned Perfons as have been reftored to 
Life, has been by Means of a Quill, or 
fmall Pipe, to blow warm Air into their 
Mouths, thar thus it might be conveyed 
into theirInteftines; into which it has alfo 
des been 
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been fuccefsfully introduced by Means of a 
Pair of Bellows. For this Purpofe we may 
alfo ufe a Syringe, which might perhaps be 
. ftill employed to better Purpofe, in injecting 
warm Clyfters capable of irritating the In- 
teftines, and producing more confiderable 
_ Effects than the Air generally conveyed to 
(o them. , 

. But perhaps the moft efficacious Method 
that can be taken with a drowned Perfon, 
1s by Means of a proper Pipe to blow the 
Smoke of Tobacco into his Inteftines: 
There have been feveral Inftances, at once 
of the fpeedy and happy Effe&s of this 
Smoke on drownd Perfons*. 

None of all thefe meafures {pecified ought 
to. be negle&ed, fince they may poffibly 
concur 


* The celebrated Dr. Mead in his Mechanical Ac- 
count of Poifons, after mentioning that many who have 
been drowned, and dead to all Appearance, have been 
furprifingly recovered to Life, fays, ‘This fhould cer- 
* tainly incourage the Ufe of all Means upon fuch Ac- 
. * cidents, efpecially fince the Trial is not difficult. The 
. * firft Step fhould be, to blow up the Smoke of To- 
* bacco into the Inteftines ; then to warm the Body by 
* fhaking and rolling about, and rubbing it with warm 
* Cloaths in Bed : In a Word, to put the Blood into 
* Motion by all Manner of Ways;. and not to be dif 
* couraged, though no Signs of Life fhould be difco- 
* vered after an Hour or two fpent in this good Work : 
* towards the latter End of which volatile Spirits and 
* Salts may have a good Effect. Neither fhould Bleed- 
“ing be omitted, when the Blood is become warm 
< enough to drop out of the Veins.’ 


y 
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concur to produce an happy and falutary 
Effe&t ; but they will prove moft fuccefful, 
_ when taken under the Management and In- 
{pection of a judicious Phyfician. If a Sur- 
geon can be had, Vanefetion is by no 
Means to be negle&ed, and perhaps it is 
moft Ps MEA inftituted in the Jugu- 
lar Vein ; for in drowned Perfons, as well 
as in thofe that are hanged, or feized with . 
an Apoplectic Fir, the V'eins of the Neck 
are too much diftended and choaked with 
Blood : Now if thefe Veins can happily be 
in fome Meafure emptied, they will be in 
a more proper Condition to ac upon the 
Fluid they contain, and which, in order to 
reftore the Patient, they ought to put in 
Motion. ; | 

When thefe Meafures prove unfuccefsful, 
the Surgeon’s laft Recourfe is to Broncho- 
tomy, or opening the Arteria Trachæa; for 
perhaps the Air entring freelwinto the Lungs, - 
thro’ the Aperture made in the Canal, thro’ 
which they received it in their natural State, 
and the warm Air which may be blown thro’ 
this Aperture, will reftore the Playing of 
the Lungs and all the Motions of the 
Breaft. 

But we muft carefully advife all thofe 
who fhall employ themfelves in the humane 
and beneficent Office of reftoring drowned | 
Perfons, not to be difcouraged, if the firft 
Appearances do not anfwer their Expetta- 

tions ; 
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tions ; for it is certain from Experience, that 
fome drowned Perfons have not begun to 
difcover any Signs of Life, till they have 
een tofled about and tormented for more 
than two Hours, Befides, the Man who 
has fucceeded in reftoring to Life a Perfon, 
whofe Death without his Affiftance was cet- 
tain, isfufficiently rewarded for his Pains by 
the Succefs; and if his Pains and Diligence 
fhould fail of their defired Effe&s, he will 
{till receive an exalted Pleafure from a Re- 
fle&ion on his having a&ed with the moft 
noble and generous Views. 
That the Plan of Mr. Win/low and Dr. 
Brubier may want no Circumítance to ren- 
der it petfect, we fhall in the laft Place ob- 
ferve, chat Bronchotomy, tho’ commonly 
looked upon as a formidable Operation, is 
yet of the laft Importance for the Preferva- 
tion of Life; fince it is no lefs beneficial and 
effectual in Suffocations arifing from Quin- 
feys and Inflammations of the Throat, than 
in thofe produced by Submerfion, or what 
we commonly call Drowning. 
Thus the celebrated Heifer tells us, that 
if Perfons drowned are already, tho’ but 
juft dead, their Afpera Arteriaisto be open'd 
with all Expedition, either with an Inci- 
-fion-Knife, or any other Inftrument the Sur- 
geon fhall judge proper ; then it is expedient 
to blow ftrongly into the Orifice made ei- 
_ther with the Mouth, or by Means of a 
: ; Pipe, 
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Pipe, if any fuch thing is at hand, becaufe | 


in this Cafe above all others Delays are dan- 


gerous: For that juftly celebrated Phyfician | 
Dethardinguis, fome time Profeflor of 


Phyfic at Koffocb, now at Copenhagen, in!a 
Differtation on this very Subje&, publifhed 
not long ago, informs us, that by this Me- 
thod, if fpeedily put in Execution, Life re- 
turns to the fuffocated Patient together with 
theinje&ed Air, and that he isin a Manner 
miraculoufly raifed from the Dead. For this 


Reafon, I think the Operation is not in 


Cafes of this Nature to be negle&ed, but 


performed whenever the Opportunity of 


fers, with allthe Hafte and Expedition ima- 


ginable. | ; 

lam fufficiently apprifed, that a great 
many Phyficians forbid an Incifion in the 
Afpera Arteria, and confequently condemn 
this Operation, becaufe they think it. prc- 
du&ive of Death, and are therefore promp- 
ted by a foolifh Zeal to brand their Fellow- 
Phyficians, who attempt an Operation fo 
dangerous in their Eyes, with the odious 
Appellations of barbarous and inhuman. 


But the Gentlemen who are of this narrow : 


and confined Way of thinking, are grofly 
miflaken ; fince in this Operation the {mall 
Incifions made in the Afpera Arteria are fo 
far from killing the Patient, that they do 
not even produce that Effe&, when made 


confiderably large: For this Reafon, we 


think 
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. think ourfelves juftly authorized with Caffe 
- vias (in. Tra&. de Vocis Auditufque Organis] 
to pronounce thofe Surgeons unskilful, cow. 
. atdly, and even cruel, wie in Cafes of this 
Nature foolifhly negle&ihig^the Operation, 
J Which is often fafe in Afelf, and attended 


That the Sürgeon may not therefore be 
at a Lofs to perform his Duty, and afford 
Relief, and even frefh Life to thofz who 

. are drowned, he may even perform this 
* Operation in fuch of the following Methods 
-. as he fhall Judge moft expedient, obfervin 
that the Part of the Trachæa moft proper 
for the Aperture, is that fituated between its 
- fecond and third cartilaginous Annuli or 
_ Ringlets, tho? the Incifion may be made a 
- little lower without any Danger, 

I, Firft then, the Patient is to be placed 

in a reclining Pofture, either In a Bed, or 


in fome convenient Chair, and his Head js 


*. to be held firm by an Affiftant ftanding be- 


hind his Back; then à longitudinal Incifion 
- thro’ the Skin, Fat, and Mufcles is to be 
-— made from about two Fingers Breadth be. 

low the Cartilago Thyroides, or 14777] OF MS y 
_ or the Pomum Adami in the Middle’ of the 
_ Trachea down to the fuperior Part of the 
, rernm fo that the Length of the 


Incifion 
may 


2 
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may be equal to two or thre, or even in tall 
Patients to four Fingers Breath. 

Then an Affiftant is carefully to draw the ' 
Lips of this Orifice from each other, either 
with proper Hooks or his Fingers; and have- 
ing abforbed and wiped away the Blood, 
either by a Sponge or a Linen Cloth, fo that 
the Afpera Arteria may be feen, three or 
four of the Ringlets of this Spiral are to be 
. cutinfuch a Nr. as that the Incifions 

made in the whole may form one continued 
Line. This Method is but little ufed by - 
modern Surgeons, and feems more proper to 
afford Relief, when a Bean, a Pea, a Cher- 
ry-Stone, or any other foreign Subftance, 
falls into the Afpera Arteria, than to reftore 
Life, when the Patient is {uffocated, for 
wantof Air, or by Meansof Submerfion or 
Drowning, in which Cafes the following 
Methods are more expedient. 

2. The Patient.is to be placed in a Bed 
or Chair with his Head reclined at the Sur- 
geon's Difcretion, and held firm by an Af- 
fiftant, as we have already faid ; then let the 
Surgeon make an Incifion in that middle 
Part of the Throat, and in that Manner | 
we have above dire&ed, till he reaches the 
Trachea itfelf; or if it is thought proper, 
the Skin alfo on both fides may be laid hold. 
of by the Surgeon and his Affiftant ; then 
it may be raifed and cut longitudinally ; after 


which, the Fatand Mufcles lying above the 
Trachea 


* ~ 
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Trachea may be cut: Some would have 
thefe Mufces previoufly difengaged and 


. Warily feparated from the Trachea; but 


there isno Occafion for all this Labour, 


_ fince they may be cut fately and- without 


. any Danger. Then the Surgeon cleanfes 


- the Wound with a Sponge Wrung out of 
" warm Wine or Spirit of Wine, for the 


more effectual {topping of the Biood, and - 


orders his Affiftant to Âeparate and retrag 
its Lips, either by Means of proper Hooks 
- ‘orhis Fingers: Then he Pafles his Knife 

between two of the Ringlets of the T ra- 


chea, or he may even país it in fuch a Man- 


| ner, as to divide one of them, fince by that 


Means any Silver or Leaden Pipe, whether 


! round or flat, may the more conveniently 
be inferted into the Wound, for making the 


Inflation. But before the Surgeon with- 


- draws his Knife a proper Probe is to be in- 


$^ 


troduced by its.fide, that the Pipe may be 
afterwards the more eafily inferted. | 

3. Another and more expeditious Me. 
thod of epening the Trachea isthis : À two- 
edged Knife is applied to the abovementioned 
Pare of the Throat, and Cautioufly pafled 


_ thro? the Skin, Fat, and Mufcles, in the 


Cavity of the Trachea itfelf, and a Pipe for 
Making the Inflation forthwith inferted in- 
to the Wound in the Manner already di- 
fected, This Method is nor only more ex- 

1 peditious, 
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peditious, but alfo leaves a lefs confiderabl 


_Cicatrix than the former. 


4. The fourth and laft Method of per- 
forming this Operation is by Means of a 
Trocar, which is to be fo applied to the 
Middle of the Trachea, as that it may at 
one Thruft be pafled thro’ the Skin, Fat, and 


Mufcles, into its very Cavity; and having 
drawn out the perforating Part, let the Pipe © 


remain in order to make the Inflation. This 
Method was invented by Fredericus Dieker, 
fometime Profeffor of Phyfick at Leyden, 
who has defcribed it in his Exercit. Pratt. 
This Method of performing the Operation 
feems in one Refpeét to’ have one Advan- 
tage of all the reft, which is, that itis foon 
over; and'the Pipe at the fame ‘Time intro- 


duced into the Wound with far greater Eafe, 


and with much Jefs Pain to the Patient, af 
he has ftill any Life in him. But even 
when the Operation is performed in this 
Manner, great Caution and Circumfpeétion 
are neceflary, 

After the Operation is performed in any 
of thefe: Manners, the Wound is to be 
healed by keeping its Lips in Conta& by 
Means of adhefive Plaifters, and the Appli- 
cation of proper Comprefs and Bandage, It 


is afterwards to be carefully conglutinated by: 


the vulnerary Balfams proper in other 
Wounds of the Afpera Arteria. Some, in 


order to induce a more dy and feemly 


Cicatrix 


E - Cicatrix, recommend the Method of "Con- 
| glutination by Suture, as in the Cure of the 
; 
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Hare-Lip by paffing Needles thro' the Lips - 


of the Wound : But itis no doubt highly 
improper to follow a Pra&ice, which is at- 
tended with immenfe Pain to the Patient, 
when at the fame Time a Method, which is 
not only far milder, but alfo equally fafe and 
fecure, may be fallen upon. 


FIN.LS 
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